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LETTER i. 


Prom Mrs. F J 

Paris, 18th April, 1179 . 
X BELIEVE before I left England it was 
agieed that, my Letters should not in general 
bo addiessed to any one particularly, as they 
ill be something in the style of journals ; there'* 
fore a contrary method would be rather erabar« 
rassing — I suppose you begin to think that t 
have forgotten you all; but it really has not 
been in my power to write till novtf, of which 
assertion an account of our route will furnish 
abundant proof. — We reached Dover at about 
•even in the evening of the (in my eyes,)' ever 
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'memor^^Jg^iikh of April. The thoughts ef 
what we^^t; i^ulTered on that da}', can never 
fee banished otic instant froiji my recollection, till 
it shall please to grant us a happy inccting. 
My constant prayers are that, we may be ena- 
bled to support this dreadtul separation with for- 
titude — but I dare not trust myself with the sub- 
ject; my very heart seems to melt as 1 write, and 
tears {low so fast as to compel me to shut 0119 
eye while I proceed, it is all in vain, j must 
leave off. And must weelcs, nay months elapse be- 
fore 1 can have the satufactuva of even hearing 
from you? How shall I support the idea! oh 
my dear Father! my belovcyl Mother! for 
your poor girl's sake, take care of your pre- 
cious health; do not be unhappy. The Al- 
mighty will, 1 doubt not, preserve us tb each 
other ; something tells me that we .shall meet 
again ; and you have still i\vo excellent children 
left to be your comfort ; they I know will use 
every effort to keep up your spirits ; happy to 
be so employed! b.ut let ipe not repine; thi^ 
trial is not permitted, but fqr all wise purposes. 

1 will npw lay down my pen and endeavour 
to acquire a calmer set of ideas, for I must ei- 
ther wrrite with more fortitude or not at all, 
ft little while ; 1 will try ,to take soipe 

refreshment 
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refreshment^ *nd then resume my pen. Half 
past four P. M. — In vain I strive, the thoughts 
of home still prevail,* and totally preclude every 
other consideration. 1 know no blotter method 
of chasing these intruders, than by proceeding 
with the narrative of our journey ; allons done. 
We embarked at Dover for Calais on the llth 
at 5 P. INI. and bad a most delightful passage 
of just three hoars, from port to port. I wish- 
ed for a little sea sickness but either the wind 
was not high enough, or I am become too good 
a sailor, to expect benefit this way, for I remain- 
ed perfectly well. I assure you there is a deal 
of ceremony used here now. On coming within 
gunshot of the Fort, we hoisted a French flag, 

and were permitted to sail quite up to the Quay, 
« 

We met the other packet coming out, which ac- 
counts for my not writing by that mail. — I have 
neglected to mention that Mr, B-— • the young 
gentleman whom Captain Mills recommended 
ns a travelling companion, joined us before we 
left England. His appearance is by no means 
prepossessing; he seems a dissipated cha- 
racter and more calculated to shine in convivial 
parlies than to render himself agreeable in the 
common routine of society ; whether this opinion 
be just or not, time will discover. On landing 
B 3 vre 
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tre were all drawn up togcllier, and ordered to 
the Custom House, where we gave in our names, 
OGCupations, &c. they next marched us about half 
a mile farther to wait on the Governor, in order 
that he might put any questions he chose to us ; 
liis Lordship not being visible, we were forced to 
arm ourselves with patience and proceed to his 
Commissary, whore we found it a mere matter 
of form, they asking but what was known be- 
fore. However I assure you, wc thought more 
than we dared to express on (be occasion. Only 
imagine bow disagreeable to be dragged about 
in such a manner immediately after a Sea voyage 
instead of reposing ourselves. After all was 
settled, we first took places in the Diligence 
for the next day ; then called on iMonsr. Pigault 
de I’Epinoye, to whom you will I’cmembcr I 
bad been forraex'ly introduced. He received 
us with bU usual kindness and hospitality. This 
gentleman is descended in a direct line from 
one of the six brave Citizens of Calai.s, who so 
nobly oflered themselves as victims to .save their 
beloved country from the barbarous sentence 
pronounced ag'ainst it by our third Edward. 
He is much esteemed by his countrymen on this 
account. 


This 
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This bcinnf my fourth visit to Calnis, 1 
must of course have formerly desrvibed every 
thing worth notice there, so shall merely say we 
sat ofl* from thence on the 12th Inst, at 8th A. M. 
and reached Bou1oG;nc about noon. The sii^ht 
of this place brought to my mind many plea- 
sant recollections of <ho social hours pasi-ed 
th.ere. I railed on several friends, and was 
much urged to prolong m)’ slay among them, 

but that you know %Yas impossible. Indeed far 
rather w'ould I, had lime penniKed^ have taken 
cne (urn round the ramparts, to enjoy the 
melancholy satisfaction of once again behold- 
ing the wliite clilfs of mv dear native land, 
so frequently viewed from thence. 

V<xi must expect me to make frequent omiMi- 
onsancl mistakes, for two men have just placed 
themselves under my window with lium.strums; 
and indeed (here is constantly some noise or 
other through tlie day and evening; sometimes 
tNvo or tluTc dancing bears; and a few hours ago 
they exhibited a poor little Porcupine. 1 pitied 
the miserable animal from my heart. What 
can these unhappy creatures liavc done to me- 
rit being so tormcnied ? (uow^ byway of pa- 
rcntbe.'^is, I could almost wish that a London 
xtioh liad possession of the Iw’o musicians, as pos- 
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•ibiy the discipline of a horse-pond might be of 
use in teaching them for the future^ better em- 
j loyment on Sunday evenings) ; but to proceed: 
\Vc h ft Eoulcgnc (a place I ghall ever ^linire, 
and perhaps regret), and about ten at niglit 
icuclnd Montreiuj, from hence we departed 
at three on Tuesday morning, dined at Abbeville, 
ai.ii by eight in the evening were set down at the 
same Inn, where you may remember we stopped 
V. lien t .aveliing this road bcibre, but were hiir- 
lie l r >vay when wc had scarcely tasted a inoiscb 
un . :r [ rctc\)ce of the Diligen.ee being ready, 
fc'.a alierwards delaiiicd in the yard an hour; 
i.or Cud our hostess in any respect deviate from 
lior former character, as you shall hear. As 
a lady in company and myself were greatly 
fatigued we chose tea, but none being procura- 
ble there, were forced to use our own ; the rest 
cat down to supper, which 1 had prcdclcr- 
mined to avoid doing. lie fore they had a 
quarter finished, in came the woman ; never 
did I bc'hold such a horribly looking great crea- 
ture. ^MVell” said she ^Mhc coach is rea- 
dy and on being asked if she w anted to get rid 
of us, replied that it was equal to her whe- 
ther wc went or staid provided were paid 
for our suppers: at last when compelled to re- 
linquish 
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linquiah her claim on that score from the lady 
and me, she insisted on being; allowed twenty- 
four sous for the^ hot water, this wc compli- 
ed with, to oblij^e our hospitable countrywo- 
man, (tell it not in Gath 1 blush to acknow- 
ledg'e the claim) but persisted in remaining till 
on bcin!^ summoned by the driver, nearly an 
hour afterwards, we sat off and travelled sixty 
miles without alighting, to Chantilly, where is 
a fasnous palace belong'ing to the Prince of 
Condo, but to my groat inortijication, I was 
through weariness obliged to remain in tha 
house w'nile the rest of the party wont to sco 
it. Well never mind, ^ou can read better des- 
criptions of it, than mine would have boon. 
From thoiKc we proceeded to St Denis, where 1 
was i’lirtuuate enough to obtain a cursory view 
of the ancient aiib-y ,* a most magnificent struc- 
ture, the burying place of the Kings of France, 
Such scenes naturally induce reflections on tha 
vanity of all banyan grandeur, and lead to a me- 
lancholy, rather soothing than otherwise, to 
minds w'caried by exertion, or irritated by dis- 
appointment. Having however little leisure 
to indulge these reveries, we passed on to the 
I^ibrary, where among other trophies is deposi- 
Ud the sword of our illustrious Talbot ; a pang 

•hot 
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«hot across my heart at the cxiihiucj manner 
in wiiich it was exhibited; in short I felt as an 
Englishwoman, a more sevei;p degree of nati- 
onal niortiiieation, tlian tliis Memento ofaii events 
so long gone by seemed caie.ulaled to produce. 
Tlie sacred relies w^ere next displayeeb amongst 
winch arc^ an eye of St "riiomas tlie upostle^ the 
aliouldei* blade of I forget what saint, and a 
small phial of the Virgin Mary’s milk; at the 
ftiglit of these absurdities I silenllv blessed God, 
that my religious instruction luid not been blend- 
ed wllli such cuimiugly devised Fables. If, all 
the gems they shewed us were genuine, the 
Treasury must be immensely rich, for many 
of the shrines were almost covered n ith them. 
VVe arrived at Paris about eight on Wed- 
nesday ; and riKist dreadi’ully fatigut*d was I; 
nor will that appear strange when one* consi- 
ders that, for the last sixty miles the carriage 
went as fast as eight liorses could draw it, 
over a strong rough pavememt; never stopp- 
ing but to change horses, and at St. Denis to re- 
pair a wheel. As the post went off next 
morning, I could nut recover myself sufficient- 
ly to write by it; but now feel quire strong 
again, and having brought you to Paris, may 
venture to take a little repose as it is past ele- 


ven. 



xcn. fuhT A. I have risen lluis earV ?>n 
piTrposc to finish my letter (which must be in 
the Offce before tr!\V I find little alteration la 
tlhri Place; the people behave a? p‘>h^c]y a? ifthcrc 
were no W ar, or evui dispute between U3. 
Thi^ you know is not the region of Politics, 
tiiorefore little can be mentioned under ihut 
hecai. I could communicate some few obscr^ 
but as peiija])s this may be inspectetb 
jiuh'a- it more prudent to suppress th(?m. A 
vji’icsy of clrcurnsruiices has contributed to de* 
(f,iu ns licre much longer than wc intended; 
au.d 1 am fcarlVil we shall not leave Parlu 
hidore ThurydviV ; however this will be tlie only 
jritcr i ishidi write uiitil i can give you intcib- 
goico c.f safe arrival at Aiarseillcs, wliiclt 
ill Mj* 1 ■;u[)j»ose in n bout a Ibitniglit. From 
t!i''j50o (■> 1 jcglioni we uiusl coast it in a 

b’cltuM. vSn if \ou write l)v the mail of the 
SOiii a (hire spoil to ii>e at the Post Office Lcgi- 
l:orn. ■sour lellcr wi-ii be sure to meet me there. 
If have a thousand things more to say, but must 
ro.-K'rvo them for my next, for if 1 miss the post 
il will I am sure, make you veiy uneasy — God 
bless you. 

Your's affectionately 
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LETTER II. 

^Iy vzjin FxjsNDSt 

Paris 24t» April 1779, 
Being de^incjl for iivant pf our passports^ 1 
find it necessary for niy comfort to hold the only 
communication now in my power >vith you. 
Last night we were at the ColisscCj p place re^ 
seinbling our Ranclagh ; there were some 
brilliant fire works to be c^hibited^ and as it is 
the custom for Ladies to stand upon chairs to see 
them, a gentleman of our party haying placed 
us with our hacks against a box, went to pro- 
cure some. During his absence the Queen 
entered the box attended by the Duchess 
D’Alen^on, and several other ladies. I had 
seen her Majesty befope pt Verseilles, and 

t 

thought her at that time very handsome, but 
bad no idea how much better she would book, 
by candle light. She is delicately ^ fair and has 
certainly the sweetest blue eyes that ever were 
seen ; but there is a little redness, a kind of 
tendency to inflammation arovind them, and 
she is likewise slightly marked with the small 
pox; both which trifling blemishes were then 
imperceptible, a«tl she appeared perfectly 
beautiful. On entering the box she sat down, 
pressed the Dutchess to sit also, which 

the 
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tlie latter iri terms of great respect decKn- 
ing, the Queen in d tone of kindness that it is 
impossible to forget, ^said, " Then you will oblige 
itie to stand,” rising as she spoke. The Duchess 
then complied, and they conversed together 
very agreeably during their stay. Her majesty 
seemed highly gratified by the cntcrtainmcnts> 
and expressed her approbation, in what I could 
not help thinking, rather too familiar a way 
for a person of her exalted rank : frequently 
clapping her hands and exclaiming aloud,", 
Ah ! nion Dieu que e'est charmant, ah! que e’est 
joli.” The Royal party soon retired, and we 
afterwards walked in the Rotunda ! than which 
a more brilliant spectacle can scarcely be 
imagined. The ladies were all splendidly dress- 
cd, and their heads adorned with feathers in 
greater profusion, and far more lofty, than is 
customary with us. But enough of this, I 
must now turn to a very different subject, hav- 
ing hitherto neglected to inform you of a singu- 
lar conversation (and its result) which passed 
in the Diligence, as we came to this place. We 
had among the passengers a Mr. H — an Eng- 
lish Jew, and two brothers, named Ar f 

diamond merchants, who were just returned 
B 2 io 



to their native country after a long residence in 
London, The former had left Paris some 
years and resided in a prov^cial town. Speak- 
ing of this circumstance he observed that, his 
principal reason for quitting the Capital was 
his dread of assassination, to which he thought 
it probable that his religion might render him 
more liable, than other inhabitants; allhougli 
he admitted he had no proof that persons of his 
persuasion were among the more frequent 
Victims. This statement, of course, excited both 
surprize and curiosity in us, who were fore- 
igners; and the elder Mr. A — f evidently mor- 
tified at such discourse, and doubting a repre- 
,sentation of facts from so prejudiced a quarter, 
and about which it had not fallen in his way to 

t 

inquire, stoutly denied the charge; but the Jew 
would not give up the point. He said that 
in a certain part of the City, where there 
were many houses of ill fame, it was but too 
common to rob and murder those, who Avere 
inveigled into them, and afterwards throw tl» 
bodies into the Seiner when taken out they 
were conveyed to the Petit Chatelct to be owned, 

. and that who ever would take the trouble to 
rtisit that place would find that, out of the 
yipimbers deposited ^ere were very few (as 

reported 
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reported merely drowned persons ; but evidently 
•uch as had di^ by violence. This conversa- 
tion ended (as that of men frequently docs) by a 
wager between the parties, both whom agreed 
to refer the matter to Mr. P — . The Jew was 
to lose, if, in one week seven bodies under 
suspicious circumstances should not be found 
exposed at the Petit Chatelet. 1 thought this a 
monstrous supposition ;■ for though I had often 

heard of people being drowned in the Seine, 
and the e.xplicit detail of Mr. H — led me to 
fear that, the manner in which they met their 
fate, was but too truly described, yet I could 
not believe the number of victims to be so 

great. The result of Mr. F 's, researches 

has unhappily placed the fact beyond a doubt. 
Within the last seven days, ten misera- 
ble wretches have been exposed, who had 
marks of violence on their bodies, and of these, 
there were two dreadfully mangled. But I 
will say no more on this shocking subject than 
merely to observe, that there must be either 
some radical defect in the police, or a degree 
of ferocity in the people, not to be repressed 
by the severe penal Laws, which in other 
countries are found nearly adequate to the 
purpose. The slight degree of feeling express- 
ed 
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ed by the lower order in speaking of eiich 
things, even when pressed on their senses, 
evinces a hardness of heart approaching to 
absolute insensibility, that to me seems quite 
revolting: I myself asked a young woman, who 
had been peeping through the grate at the Petit 
Chatelet, what was to be seen there? “Oh” 
replied she, with great apparent indifference, 
“ seulcment quelques bras etjambes” (only some 

arms and legs). I have written myself into a 
train of most uncomfortable thoughts, so lest 

1 infect you with the gloomy ideas that fill my 
mind, the wisest way will be to say adieu ! We 
shall now soon be out of Paris. 

Ever your’s 
&c. &c. 
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LETTER III. 

jlir Disar Sister. 

Paris, 27 th^ April, 1779. 

As I do not propose sendinj^ this before 
Monday, I shall have full time to write every 
particular. I date once more from this sink of 
impurity, contrary to my expectation. We have 
been detained thus lon^ that the Lieutenant de 
Police might have time to make the necessary 
enquiries about us, but have at last obtained 
pur [mssporis, and thank Heaven shall soon 
breathe a purer air. From the first place we stop 
at, I purpose giving you a further account of 
our accommodations in the superb and elegant 
city of Paris, famous throughout the world for 
its superiorily over all others, especially in the 
points of cleanliness and delicacy. I assure you 
that, so long as I before resided in France, I 
never till now formed an adequate idea of it : 
but adieu fur the present ; 1 am going to drink 

tea. How do you think I make it? Why in an 
parthen pot an inch thick at least, which serves 
the double purpose of tea kettle and teapot, so 
it is all boiled up together and makes a most 
curious mess.- 
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Auxcrre eii Burgoi/nc, 

130 MiLtEs, De Paris. 

When I wrote the above I .waft in a great rage 
and not without reason, pent up as we were 
in a street scarce wide enough to admit the 
light; our chamber paved with tiles, which, 
most likely have never been wetted, nor even 
rubbed, since the building of the house; add 
to this two Commodiles in the same state, on 
the stairs, and you will not wonder that my 
constitution was not proof against the shock; 
the very air 1 breathed seemed almost pes- 
tilential. However thank God I escaped with 
one of my feveretts of four day.s continuance. 
When I began this .better I was but just 
recovering: no creature to do the least thing 
forme in the way I had been accustomed to; 
obliged to prepare for my departure the next 
morning, though scarcely able to crawl; and 
to crown the whole a most extravagant bill to 
pay for being poisoned with Dirt. Well we 
sat off, and the fresh country air soon restored 
me to myself—but 1 have not told you how wu 
travel. 

We found the route totally different from 
what we expected, and that we must be posi- 
tively 



tlvfely tiiider the necessity of going by land tO 
Chalons sur Soane, -vrliich is three hundred 
miles from Paris: Botv as we could get no 
remittances till our arrival at Leghorn, it did 
not suit ^us to take the Diligence, so after 
mature deliberation we determined on pur- 
chasing two horses, and an old single horsechaiie; 
but how to avoid being cheated, was the ques- 
tion; for Mr, Fay did not care to depend »n 
his own judgement in horseflesh — He made 
enquiry and found that there were many eng- 
lishmcn employed in the stables of Noblemen 
here; so putting a good face on the matter he, 
went boldly to the Due de Chartres’ Castle, and 
scraped acquaitance with his head grooro, who 
•was very proud to see a countryman^ and 
immediately on being told the affair, offered 
his assistance. Accordingly they went next day 
to the cattle Fair, where he pitched on an ex- 
cellent draught horse, only a little touched in 
the wind, on which account he procured hint 
for six guineas, so there cannot be much lost 
by him, even if he turn out amiss. But I dare 
say he will prove a most useful beast, for he 
lias drawn Mr. B — r, and myself in our chaise 
(which by tlie bye we bought for seven guineas) 
at the rate of thirty five miles a day : and does 

D not 
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not seem in the least fatigued, though we had 
our heavy trunk at our back; so much for 
Azor — now for his hel^v-male Z^nire. In 
the course of conversation ^Vith Itis new friend, 
Mr. Fay found that, there was a very pretty 
rnare in the Due de Lausanne’s stables, which 
had been intended for the course, but would 
hot bear training; so he agreed to give eight 

guineas for her. Mr. B. was to ride her 

next day to a horse-race in the Bois de 
Boulogne, and we were to accompany him in a 
post chaise. But alas ! poor man ! it was an 
unfortunate attempt. It seems he had never 
i>een used to riding, and was ashamed to own it, 
(one of the weaknesses to which I really believe 
Inen are almost invariably subject), so wishing 
to pass for an excellent horseman, he mount- 
ed with .pi’c'tended Courage: but through 
actual fear, reined her in so tight that miss, 
knowing the weaknes of her rider, reared up 
on her hind legs, threw him first, aud then 
fell backward over him. We thought by the 
violence of the fell that fie must have been 
killed, but he came off with a few bruises; 
we bad him bled immediately, put him to bed 
and left him in good hands till onr return. 
Mr. Fay mounted Zemire, and we proceeded 

to 
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^ course, where we were very agrccal^y 
entertained, only it grieved me to see so many 
beautiful English •horses galloping about; I 
eould hardly believe myself in France, for all 
Uic gentlemen were djessed after our manner. 
Tlie Count D, Artois might very well have been 
taken for a Jockey in his buck-skin breeches, and. 
i;ound hat. The bets were chiefly between him, 
^.nd the Due de Chartres ; the horsesL \vere all 
rode by englishmcn : as to our little mare she. 
\vould fain have been amongst them, but she. 
had novy a rider who knew, how to manage her, 
and is punislied for her audacity;, for Mr. 
B — has. not the courage to mount her ugain, 
and sho is forced to carry Mr. Fay with, a. port- 
manteau of twenty pemnds weight — You wilL 
wonder at my temerity when f acknowledge 
having myself vcntui’ed to mount Zemire, after 

Mr. B a, accident. I first hawtever. saw 

her tried by several persons, and w.ishing to 
b.e able to vaiy the exercise by riding. nlW and. 
then, during oui’ journey, was induced to make 
the attempt. She performed twice very well; 
but on t^e third A^y^ ttn umbrella being 
snapped close to her nose, just as 1 was 
going to set ofl*, she began to rear, on which I 
instinctively abandoned both whip and reins, and, 

Q % throwing 



throwing my whole weight forward, clasped her 

round the neck with all my might, this sudden 

manoeuvi’e fortunately kept her down ; I seized 

the critical moment and alighted in safety with 

no other injflry, than a little fright, and the 

ponscioqsncss of looking rather foolish. Nor 

has she ever been guilty of the like towardf 
* ^ 
any one ; so that my character for horsemanship 

is completely established. We have cer- 

tainly very lucky in pur purchases ; the horses 
perforin well, pnd the chaise, without being 
particulary uneasy, seems very strong. I am 
told they will bring a good price in the Souths 
but you slpll hear. 

J have nothing particular to say of the country • 
perhaps it may be national prejudice from 
which no person is entirely free, but notwith- 
standing all their l^oastiiig, I do nut think it 
equals my own dear England, ft must be 
allowed tliat the present season is not the most 
fayoofhble for making observalipus, for they cut 
|Jhe Vines close to the stumps in the winter, 
and as they arc npt yet much sprpute.^, one secs 
nothing but a parcel qf sticks jn thp manner 
pf our hop poles, but not above thirty inches 
’high, which gives an air of barrenness (o the 
ip|'ps|>cct. I do not whgt my mothcB 
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would do here, as she is notfond of Avine; for 
tliere is nothing else to drink. For my own 
part, and I believe I may answ'er for my com- 
panions, I cannot say that I find any great 
hardship in being obliged to put up with toler- 
able Burgundy at about four pence a bottle; 
% 

it is not at all heady, so no creatui'e thinks of 
drinking it water. A pint every meal is the 
allovyancc of each. We have all necessaries with 
us, such as tea, sugar, bread, butter, corn for 
the horses &c: so wc have little to do with 
the Inns, except at night, when we providte 
ourselves with meat for the next day. As to 
breakfast and dinner wc fix on a place where 
there is water at hand, and there sit down 
under^ the shade of a tree, and make a fire, 
while the horses graze comfortably, and eat their 
corn. Ask iny dear father if he docs not think 
this a good plan? at least we find it pleasant, 
and much more to our taste, than spending more 
time as well as money, in the wretched pub- 
lic houses we have hitherto met with — I wish we 
were hardy enough to make the grass our pillow; 
but that is impossible, so we’ must submit to be 
disgustc4 and pillaged ojice a day. You may 
remember njy remarking that, I was afraid we 
#|iould suCTer during our journey, for the ^nenesa 

•f 
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of tlie spring which lias proved to be the 
The weather has been excessively lioisj^tcroua 
for the last fortnight with niitth rain, than which 
nothing can be«more disagreeable on a journey, 
especially when conducted on a jdan lihe - 

AVc were obliged to stop at Fontainbleau on, 
account of the weather by which means we sawi 
the Palace, and gardens, and were almost 
wet through, for our pains. It is an immense 
place ; the Chapel has been beautiful, but the 
paintings are much injured by time. There 
is an elegant theatre which I was much pleased 
with. The apartments of ihc royal family are. 
truly superb. We were shewn the council 
chamher where the last peace - was signed, and 
I, as an Englishwoman, beheld it with great 
ftlcamre you may be sure. Wc saw likewise 
the gallery of Stags, famous for containing above, 
a hundred stags' heads all ranged in order with 
an account, when they were killed and by 
whom, and infamous (at least in my opinion) 
as being the place where Christina, Queen of 
Sweden, caused Monaldeschi her chief cham- 
berlain to be beheaded, if not absolutely in her 
presence, at least while she remained in an adjoin- 
ing robm. I cannot bear that woman’ She ab- 
tlichled her crown from sheer vanity but retain- 
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ccl that passion for despotism bin wcG miai 

Itind of feclinj^s she had cherished, while sealed 
oil the throne. I tjiink that in her, the faults 
of either sex were blended, to form a character, 
which without possessing the firmness of a man 
or the gentleness of a woman, was destitute of 
the viitucs expected in both. Christina may 
have been an accomplished female ; but she can 
never be called great, even by her admirers. 

The gardens of Fontainbleau are all in tlic 
old fashioncd-^ingerbread-stvlcj on anicnted 
with box in a. thousand fantastical shapes. The 
Swiss who shewed us the Palace, was very 
thankful for a .shilling, which is more than any 
person in the same situation would be in England 
for twice as much. The forest of Fontainbleau 
is thirty miles across, and nobody can hunt 
there, without the Kings permission ; he comes 
here every season. — We found the roads very 
heavy, blit Azov was strong enough to go through 
them^ however we have given him a day’s rest, 
and after dinner shall sctolTJchu like. 

Now don’t you envy us all this pleasure? I 
assure you I should be very glad to go all the way 
in the same manner, for we travel without 
fatigue, and the way of living just suits roc; 

for 
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for you know I always prcferrod wine tobetft'i 
but I -would not have j’oii imag-ine that I rail 
shake off all thoughts of hoi^c ; they return but 
too frequently, and T really believe now, that 
my illness at Paris, was brought on principally 
by uneasiness of mind: but 1 find 1113 self un- 
equal to this subject I must make a resolution 
never to enter upon it ; for nhat service can it 
do to either of us, to he continually recalling 
nnplonsaiil ideas ; especially when I have need 
of every possible consolation to support me 
in the arduous task, vh'ich Providence has called 
upon me to undertake. 


I have now Ii(erall3' exhausted my paper, and 
must therefore leave 3’ou to imagine every 
thing my heart says to all, and how truly. 

I am, 

your affectionato 
&c. &c. 


LETTER ly 
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LETTER IV. 

J^Y Dear ISister. 

Legiiorm^ 17th Jonb, 1779. 

I suppose you have been long^ uneasy at my 
silence, but indeed it has not been in my power 
to write sooner — In my last 1 gave you reason 
to imagine we slmuld arrive here in less than 
three weeks, by way of Marseilles; but after 
we reached Lyons we were informed, that this 
would prove a very uncertain and dangerous 
method; as betw:een the Englisli and French, 
scarcely any vessel can pass free: therefore 
after mature deliberation, w^ determined as. 
we had still our carriage and. horses, to push 
our way boldly through Savoye, and cross the- 
Alps to Italy. We stopped several days at 
iiyons, which as you and all the world know 
has long been famous for its incomparable silks, 
and velvets ; I think it- ought to be so for its 
asparagus which is tlte finest F ever tasted ; 
and remarkably cheap* Being a vegetable I am 
very fond- of, and having found it at all times* 
beneficial to my constitution, I .wished to eat 
it freely ; but was almost disgusted- by the man* 
ner in. which it was constantly brought to- 

E (able- 



table at the Inn, covered with a thick sauce 
conjposcd of eggs, butter, oil and vinegar. 

Having in vain remanstrated against this 
cooker}', I at length insisted on seeing tlie Cook 
himself ; and when he made his appearance, 
arrayed as is customary, in a white waistcoat, cap, 
and apron, with a meagre face almost as sharp 
as the large knife he held in his hand, I calmly 
represented to Inm that tlie sauce he had sent 
lip, totally disagreed w’ith my stomach, and re- 
C[uested to huve the asparagus simply boiled with 
melted butter, the poor man locked much dis- 
tressed "What without oil!" yes', ff Without 
egg's” ? certainly this answer completed his 
misery, " Ah madamc" exclaimed he, with 
clasped hands and uplifted eyes "de grace un peu 
de viniagre ! Madamc was inexorable, and the 
shrug of contemptuous pity with which he re- 
treated was ludicrous beyond expression. 

On arriving near the Alps, it appeared that | 
had formed a very erroneous idea of the route, 
having always supposed that lyc had only one 
mountain to pass, and that the rest of the way 
was level gi'ounjl ; instead of which when 
came to Pont de Bcauvoisin (50 miles from 
Lyons, and the barrier between France anej 
e^voyc) we heard the agreeable n?ws, th^^ 
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Ve had a hundred and twelve miles to travel 
thro' a chain of mountains^ to the great Mont 
Ccnis. 

You may imagine how uncomfoiiablc this in- 
formation made us all ; with what long faces 
we gazed upon each other, debating how the 
journey was to be performed ; but being happi- 
ly you know very courageous, I made light of 
all dilhcultics, and whenever there was a hill, 

mounted Zcniirc, while tiic two gentlemen took 
it by turns to lead me as I had not a proper side 
saddle, so poor Azor made shift to drag the 
chaise up pretty well, and irt the descents we 
made him pay for the indulgence. I forgot to 
mention that they were very particular about our 
passpnets at this Darrier, and detained us while 
the Governor examined them minutely, though 
justice compels me to acknowledge that in 
geileral we were treated with great politeness in 
our passage through France ; no one ever at- 
tempted to insult us, which I fear would not be 
the case were three French people to travel in 
England ; 1 wish I could Say as much for 
their honesty ; but I must confess that here they 
are miserably deficient, however my being ac- 
quainted with the language saved us from flagrant 
E 2 imposition. 



£28 ] 

imposition! Oar method was this: we always 
if possible^ contrived to stop at night in a large 
Town, (as to dinner we easily managed that 
you know bow), but never did wc suffer the 
horses to be put into tlie stable till I had fixed 
the price of evei’y thing; for they generally 
ssk four times as much for any article as it is 
worth. If I found there was no bringing them 
to reason, we left the house. In particular, at 
Chalons sur Soane, the first Inn we stopped at, 
the woman had the conscience to ask half a 
crown for each bed; you may suppose we did 
not take up our abode there, but drove on to 
another very good house, where they shewed u» 
two rooms with six excellent beds in them, 
at the rate of four sous a bed, for as many as we 
wanted; so for once I committed an act o^ 
extravagance by paying for the whole ; or we 
might perhaps have been disturbed in the night 
by strangers coming to take possession of those 
left vacant.. For they are not very nice about 
such matters in France.. 1 have seen rooms with 
six beds in them more than once during our 
xoute. I only mention the difference of price 
by way of shewing what people may gain bjp. 
choosing their houses, for we were really belter 
fi^jcommodatcd at less than one fourth of what 

we 
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ive must have paid at the other house. Speak- 
ing of Chalons reminds me of a very unplea- 
sant circumstance • that occurred to us at the 
following stage. Mr. Fay had nnost umvisely 
and contrary to my earnest intreafy, pinned 
our passports to the book of roads, which he 
usually carried with him on horse back, and 
as might be expected, they, in a short time 
worked themselves loose, and we were on our 
arrival at the end of the next day’s journey 
alarmed with the idea of their being intirely 
lost, and that we should be compelled to return all 
the way to Paris to procure others ; happily 
Mr. Fay went back & found them at a place 
where we had stopped, I need not tell you 
what fright and vexation, this folly and obstinacy 
cost us : but 1 hope it will havea salutary clTect for 
the rest of our journey. 

In further proof of my assertion on tlie 
subject of honesty, 1 must relate a little inci- 
dent which occurred on our way to Lyons. 
Mr. Fay had changed as many guineas at 
Paris, as he thought would be sufficient to 
'bring us to Chalons, and received by weigltt 
twenty four livres ten sous, for each, that is 
seven pence halfpenny profit: well, (lie la^ 
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clny but one we finishcJ our current money/ 
but as we were in a city, doubted not of 
being; able to obtain nearly# the value of emr 
guineas. On^ inquiry we Mere recommend- 
to a very religious goldsmith v»’ho by the land- 
lords account spent almost his whole life in 
acts of piety : after waiting an hour and a 
half till he returned from mass, Mr. P. de- 
livered him a guinea, confident of recerv- 
ing its full value : when behold this consci- 
eutious gentleman after the most minute inspec- 
tion and weighing it in a pair of sugar scales, 
generousiy oirered eighteen livres as a fair price; 
which so enraged Mr, Pay that he immediately 
left him and went to another shop, where 
the utmost they would give w'as tzcelvc livres: 
only think >vhat wretches! since it was im- 
possililc for them to be ignorant of its real va- 
lue. ISIr. Pay declared that he would rather 
fast all day than submit to become such a dupe. 
This subjected us to great inconvenience ; after 
discharging the reckoning we had only thirty 
sous remaining; and sat out with a sum not suf- 
ficient to procure a single refreshment for our 
poor horses; so that at every Inn we were ob- 
liged to represent our situation : but found none 
who had honesty enough to offer us a fair price 

for 
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for our guineai, or the charity to give us even 
a glass of wine or a morsel of bread. I leave you 
to guess if our apjjetites were not pretty keen 
hy the time we ai'rived at Lyons. 1 shall ne- 
ver forget how foolishly we looked at each other 
all day; however a good supper obliterated all 
grievances, and the next morning we found a 
way to exchange our guineas for Louis-d'ors on 
equitable terms. So much for our starving 
adventure : To proceed on our journey. 

On the 20lh we reached Lanneburg. a village 
at the foot of Mont Cenis situated in what 
is called a valley, which though really so with 
respect to the mountains that surround it, is 
even with the clouds. I had a tolerable proof 
of its elevation, for the weather was so 
sharp, that I could not keep a minute from 
the fire. By the way I must observe, that hav- 
ing travelled through North Wales, I sup- 
posed myself to have acquired a tolerable 
idea of mountains and their appendages, 
such as cascades, torrents, and apparently 
air-hung-bridges &c. but the passage of the 
Alps sets at defiance ^all competition, and even 
surpasses whatever the utmost stretch of my 
lipaginatioo could have pourtrayed. 


The 
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The Talley of Lannebiirg is itself, the most 
fttraiige wild place you can conceive, in some parts 
grostesquo, in others awfully terrible. The 
rocks rise around 3 on so fantastically, that you 
might almost *think yourself transported to a 
place which nature had made a repository of these 
htui>cndous productions, rather with a view of 
fixing them hereafter in aj>propriatc situations, 
than of exhibiting them here. 

But above all, the casrades throughout the 
road are charming beyond description ; immense 
sheets of v.ater arc seen sometinios^ failing from 
rock to rock; foaming fretting and dashing 
their spray on every side; and sometimes de- 
'scending in one grand flow of majestic beauty: 
in short tlicy went so far beyond any idea I had 
formed of such appearances in nature, that they 
seoiued to communicate new powers of percep- 
tion to iny mind, and if I may so express it, 
to expand my soul, and raise it nearer to its 
Creator. The passage has been so ably des- 
cribed by various writers, that any formal ac- 
count 1 could give yo« of it, would rather waste 
yu)ur time than add to your information. 1 shall 
only tell you how I felt and acted : for 1 know 
your affection prompts the wish to travel in 

imagination. 
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imagination with the sister you love; coma 
then let us ascend Mont Cenis together. — .\fter 
various deliberations it was concluded that I 
should go up across a mule^ as tlie safest way; 
both the gentlemen determined on walking, 
which Mr. Fay knew not to be very difficult, 
having made the experiment the evening be- 
fore. 1 was strictly forbidden to touch the 
reins, being assured that the aninial would guide 
^.mself, and that any attempt to direct him could 
hardly fail to prove fatal. Under this charge, 
judge what I must have felt when my mule, in 
the very steepest part of the ascent and when 
I had become fully sensible of the. " high and 
giddy height," all at once, thouglit proper to. 
quit the pathway, and with great sang-froid stalls 
out upon one of those precipitous projections, 
where only the foot of a wild Goat or Chamois, 
ought to tread. What did I not suffer ! I durst 
not toucluthe rein, durst not even call to the guide. 
ft)r help. Every instant appeared fraught with des^ 
ti’uction, it seemed nxadness to die without an cf- 
fort to save one’s self, yet to make an effort was. 
to invitc.tiro fate one dreaded. Happily this dread- 
ful poise between life and death lasted not long ; 
l^r, the sagacious animal calmly picking its way 
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in^o, tlxe tyack by a patbj wbich no hnman 
eye could discern, and the {guides gave me greaf 
praise ftyr my self-command ; a praise 1 never 
desire topurejmse a^in byasimil^ir trial. ^fhoWf'-^ 
ever any thing copW repder ? stranger easy in 
crossing the heights, it would b.e the ams^zing skill 
and celerity which these people display ; the road 

yvinds in g zigzag direction ; and in the most 
acute, and of course, in the most dangerous 
turns they leap from crag to n ag as if they hcl<,l 
their lives on lej^se, pnd might safely run all 
risks ’till the term expired.— The plain, as ft 
is called, at the top this mountain is six 
miles across: as >ve prpp^cded we foynd " sti’d 
bills on hills, and Alps oij Alps yrise”; for we 
pontipued to be surrounded hy snow topt, moun- 
tains, whpre feigns eternal frost. The heat 
of the sun had thaw'cd the passage, so tha,t 
yre met with, uo inconvenience, but we pas^^r 
ed great quantities of ice lodged, iu the crannies 
There is a very large lake on the plain, sakl tgi. 
be unfathomable ; that I can tell nothing about, 
but th&t it contains *fexcellent, salmon and trout, 
am well comyinced, for we stopped at the Inn 
Recording to the laudable custom of all travel-r 
|ers, for the sole purpose of tasting it. Ap 



Inn, say you, at the topof MorttCftnis! Ve*, 
is really a fdct, not that I envy them their situa- 
tion, but they are nht the only inhabitants : for 
there are more than twenty farm Jiouses, where 
they make most excellent butter aud theese. 
Every sjJot aroUnd, Whefe It is possible for the 
hand of cultivation to scatter seeds for thi use 
of man, is treasured with care and nourished 
by industry; arid yoii see ^arddns no biggei? 
than a dining tabid, arid fields like a pdteh of 
carpet, from time (o time, smiling berieath the 
rugged battlements of rocks, likfe thfe Violets peep- 
ing in the hedges. Fir, Among the apparently 
inaccessible heights of this " cloud capt” region, 
they pointed out to nie a Chapel, vulgarly called 
notre pame de’Neige ; and justly have they nam- 
ed her/for eternal snows designate her dwelling; 
if however these simple and sequestered beings 
can there draw near to God, arid experience 
the comfort of religious hope, and providen- 
iiai care, this singular edifice has not been 
feared in vain, to bless such a region of dcsola>« 
tiou. 

When you read an account of the road, ii 
^lll readily be perceived that my fellow travellers 

F % 
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must have found some difficulty in getting thi 
horses over, as the poor breasts were not 
accustomed to such a rtfgged path ; for you are 
to understand that, tlic people in the neigh* 
bouring villages of Lanneburg and Novalcse 
have no other means of subsistence than carry^ 
ing passengers over the mountain. It is there* 
fore their interest to render it impassible to any 
but themselves, so that the whole passage of 
fifteen miles, is covered with great loose pieces 
of rock, which must be clambered over: 
the guides skip from one. piece to another like 
goats, and go at the rate of five or si.x miles an 
hour; but my unfortunate companions could 
riot proceed at this pace ; so every ten minutes 
we had to wait for them — As I was carried 
down in an armed chair, fastened to pofes and 
slung upon straps, in the manner of our sedans, 
between two men and in which I soon felt toler- 
ably at my ease; I had the pleasure of aecing 
them continually : sometimes in the clouds, and 
ttt others nothing visible but their heads, which 
was rather amusing to me, knowing they were 
in no danger, especially as Mr. Fay had affected 
to make very lightof it, and even said “ I might 
walk very well if I chose it,” but when we reach- 
4^ the bottom, he told a very diflerent tale, and 

stormed 
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ttormcd violently at his own suITerinj^s. Thi 
drollest part of our procession was, that of the 
poor mule which l^ore our chaise in a kind 
of machine, on its back ; and another with 
the two wheels placed on each side, in the 
oddest way imaginable. A good night’s rest 
put ns all in good humour, and we proceeded 
cheerfully forty miles along a very delightful 
toad, for the most part planted with double 
TOWS of trees, to Turin, where we remained 
three days and were much amused ; but hav- 
ing crossed the mountain, I must allow my- 
self and you a little rest. 

June, 26 th. — I was more pleased w’ith the 
Palace at Turin than any other I have met 
with during our journey, not for its external 
appearance certainly, for that is unpromising, 
but the inside amply atones for the deficiency. 
The rooms are all in long* ranges, opening 
into each other by doors, which by folding 
within the pauncls become invisible. The 
furniture is beyond dc.scription rich and ele- 
gant, but the best part of every finely decor- 
ated house must ever be the paintings, and 
this palace seemed to say, “ You are al- 
ready in Italy : like a true Englishwoman 

however 



ilowevet, t looked more, I believe, kt a picture 
of our Charles the first, and afterwards at one by 
Vandyke of that uiifortunllte monarch’s three 
cbUdreii, thaiv at any ^thcr in the collection. 
^h6 face of the King is exquisitely done, but 
his dress struck me as too fine, and withal so 
Stiff, that I could not admire it. Poor Cliarlcs i 
arc tempted to forget the errors of the 
iVince, in .considering the ainiakle qualities 
and long suflerings of the man : nor is it 
possible to contemplate the benevolent melancholy 
of his comiU'nance, and credit every accusation 
of his enemies. I looked on his mild penetrat- 
ing eyes, till my own were suffused with tears. 
A.S to his children, they are the sweetest crea-* 
turcs I ever beheld ; and to see them thus, was 
perhaps the more pleasant, from a eoascioiis- 
noss of its being the only period wherein they 
could communicate that sensation to a reflect- 
ing mind — There was no tracing the selfish, 
and eventual!}’, callinis libertine in Charles; 
nor the tyrant and bigot in James; all 
seems playful giace, and dignified gentle- 
ness; and the painter appears to liave given 
a kin"d of royal polish to the beauty (certainly 
far beyond nature,) which he had so happily 
depicted in these unfortunate children. Among 

what 
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Yjhat I deemed the most curious portraits, 
were those of Martin Luther, an<| his wife. ][ 
have frequently meditated on this great charafc- 
ler and always felt myself so much obliged^ to 
him (especially since my residence in a Cutho- 
Jire cpijintry,) ^hat 1 confess I was disappoint- 
ed to see him a homely, and rather vulgaf 
looking man. I cannot helipve Uiis is a good 
likeness; at le^st the one I saw of him in the 
abbey of St Bcrtin at StOmers, left a very differ^ 
ent impression on my mind. The Reformer 
might not be handsome, in the common acceptar 
tion of the word, b.ut surely, penetration 
courage and firmr^css must have stampt their 
expression on his features. Herd is a terrible 
representation of another great man, tho’ in 
piy opinion deficient in the first mentioned 
quality (Sir Thqmas Moore) of his head rather, 
for it appears just severed frpm the body; 
his daughter has fainted at Uie horrid spectacle ; 
and her complexion is so exactly what it 
should be, that the whole scene appears na- 
tural, and you feel too much for her, even 
to offer her restoratives to Ufe and misery. I 
would not live in the same I'ootn with such a 
picture for the world; it would be worse 
than the cave of Trophonioua. 


I 



I was doomed to experieence another disap.* 
polntment in what is ailtrined to be a faithful 
portrait of Pctrari-Ii’s Laura^ which 1 ha(l 
fancied was Jikc the Venus of Apelles, ap 
assemblage of all that was lovely and grace* 
ful in woman. You remember my sa 3 'ing, that 
it was worth all the |»i.ins I tool; in learning. 
Italian, to read his sonnets in praise of thist. 
idolized being'. So no wonder that 1 ran eagerly 
to seize on features that had inspired such 
%ersci, and awakened such tender constancy 
as Petrarch displa}ed. Judge then how disagree* 
ably I was surprised at seeing a little red-haired, 
formal looking, old inaidish thing, no more 
like the beauty in “ my mind’s e^o’* than '' I Ip 
Hercules. Petrarch too was as ugly as'iiccdp 
b(j. Well, well, they are not the onl^ couple 
seen to most advantage in their Poetic dre'-s. 
What further I have to say about the Palace, 
ini’st be very concise. | cannot help infurni* 
iiig you though, that we saw the King of 
Sardinia at mass with his whole family but 
none of them seem to be remarkable for beauty. 
Though not esteemed rich, yet he lives in 
great splendour; the. furniture of his state 
bed-chamber, even to the frames of the chairs, 
is all of massive silver. 


Tho 
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The Theatre is a vast building and so magni- 
ficent in every respect, that nothing you have 
see:i can give you an^' idea of it ; the stage is so 
evtensive, that when they Avant to exhibit battles, 
trimuphant entries, or any kind of grand show 
tliey have room enough to produce the finest 
cn'eet, and really seem to transport you to the 
scene they would represent. It is not uncommon 
to have fifty or sixty horses, at a time upon 
this stage, with tritimpiial cars, thrones &c 
&c. The King’s box, is consistent with his 
superb Palace j it is as large as a hand- 
some parlour, and lined throughout with 
mirrors, which have a beautiful effect, as 
tliey reflect the stage aud thus double the 
dis[)lay of its grand processions &c : all the 
boxes "uv this Theatre are neat and 
liommodions ; furnished with chairs and cur- 
tains, so that if tho company choose tet be re- 
tired tlicy arc at full liberty ; and, as coffee 
and otlier refreshments are served, they fre- 
(pu.*i'.tly pay little {Attention, to the Stage, ex- 
cept when some celebrated performer or grand 
.‘ipectacic excites their curiosity. There is a, 
smaller Theatre, which opens when this is 
closed, but 1 did not see it. I visited tho 

royal 
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royal gardens, but thought them very uninter- 
esting, as all appear after those that surround 
the scats of our English Nobility and gen- 
try; and on running thro' another Palace, 
an academy *and \arioHS other places, nothing 
struck me as sulTieicntly no\el to merit yonr 
attention; and I have written such an intoler- 
ably long* letter, that I must eonchide for 
the present, tho’ I mean to bring you on my 
journey to-morrow, as f have not yet told you 
half that is on my mind ; but there is such 
an uneertainty in my ])resent movements, 
that it is desirable not to lose a '<'.ngle (li)\ m 
forwarding* u letter. Believe me hinxvcraud 
wherever I may Itc, 

most atreclionately tours, 

E. F. 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


LeguorN;, ^8th June. 

I resume my journal of yesterday which I 
shall now inclose in this ; I am still wait- 
ing a summons for departure, and anxious to 
say all I can, to my dear friends, before 
what may probably be a long adieu. Prom 
Turin we sat out on the 26th ultimo, to 

Genoai a distance of 130 miles ; and now I 

« 

own my courage begun to fail ; for having 
been some days ill, I grew so much worse, 
from the motion of the chaise, that we were 
obliged to stop and get IVlr. Pay’s horse rea- 
dy for me to ride, which was a great ease 
to me ; but notwithstanding this relief, oo 
the second evening I was seized with every 
symptun of fever, and that of the most vio- 
lent kind ; Well,” thought I, it is all over 
with me for a week at least;” but thank 

F 9 
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God I was mistaken, for at two o’clock in 
the morning, I fell into the most profuse 
perspiration I ever experienced, which, fho’ 
it exceedingly w'cakened me, yet considerably 
abated the disorder, and altho’ I felt ill, dis-* 
pirited, and every way unfit to trdvel, yet 
1 made a sad shift to pursue my journey. 

Unfortunately, in coming out of Alexandria 
tiie place where I had been so ill, wC had a 
wide river to ford, and there Avas no nay 
for poor miserable me to get over, but by 
Mr. Fay’s taking me before liiin across the 
marc, which was tolerably well accomplished. 
.■\Vhcn he had landed me safe he went back, 
and with great difficulty whipped the old 
horse through; he was up to the girth in 
water, and I expected every moment, lie 
would break the chaise to pieces, for lie fre- 
quently attempted to lie down. Wlicn we 
bad overcome tliis ditBcuUy we continued in 
tolerable spirits^ until our arrival next-Hlay at 
Ibc Buclicita, an appenine mountain, by the 
side of which Mont Cenis would appear 
contemptible , it is near twenty miles over^ 
without any plain at the top, so that no sooner 
do you reach its summit^ than you turn short, 

and 
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hvid iul immediately. Had the v/raUiCT 
proved 1‘nic, the prosper! IVom tliis prodi(;iou? 
nniaciice must been glorious ; but f>o 

fiiick a fog enveloped us, that^ wc could no* 
distinguish any thing* of five yards distance^ 
nnd the cold was as piercing* us with us in 
January. Never shall 1 h>i*a‘ct the sense of 
ivcari^oine^ overbearing* desolatcness, Avhich 
hoemed to bow down both my body, and mind 
a( this junclui’c. i frit a bind of dejection 
unknown before through a!I my ]H'rcg;rinations, 
and whieU doubtless tended to iurrense the nn* 
usual fears that operated on iny mind, \^hen 
wc arrived at the end of this da\s’ journey* 
It was nearly dark; the Inn uas little heller 
ilian a large barn, of liovel, and tiio men we 
found ill ii, so cotnjdclely like all uc ronreixe 
of IJanditli, and assassins, that every horrible 
Story I bad beard or read of, inslanlly eanie 
into my head; and 1 perceived that (lie tiioiights 
of my companions wei*e oerujiied in the same 
painful way ; our looks were the only medium 
of communication Me cbuld use, for no Mere 
afraid of speaking, lest tve should accelerate 
the fate we dreiided. Every tiling around us 
combined to keep alive suspicion and strong*- 
then fear; mc xVcrc at a distance from every 

human 
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human habitation : various whisperings, and 
looks directed to^A'ard8 us, continually passed 
amongst the men, andwc fancied they were en- 
deavouring to, lind Avhethcr we had any con- 
cealed arms. When we retired for the niglit 
worn out as we werc^ not one dared to sleep 
and surely never night appeared so long. 
With the earliest dawn we departed, and as 
the people saw us set out without offering 
us any injury, avc arc now persuaded that Ave 
wronged them; but yet the inapression made 
Upon our minds Avill not easily be effaced ; Ave 

feel as if Ave had escaped some projected mis- 
chief. 

We arrived pretty early at Genoa, a grand 
bat gloomy disagreeable city^ owing ‘to the 
houses being very high, and the streets so 
narrow you might almost shake bands across 
them ont of the Window. It abounds with mag- 
nificent Churches and Palaces, principally built 
of the most beautiful marble, at least they are 
laced and ornamented Avilh it. Their roofs 
flat, and rendered very agreeable gardens, by 
floAvering shrubs, little arbours, covered with 
wood-bine and jessamine, elegant verandahs, 
aivnings &c. In these the ladies wander from 

morning 



[ « 3 

morning to night. — As far as I can hear oi 
see, they are more remarkable for pride than 
any thing else. Their dress costly, bat 
heavy and unbecoming, except so far as they 
uianags their veils, which arc st) contrived as 
to give very good play to a ]jair of fine eyes 
They wear rouge; but apply it bc*<''r (han. the 
I’rciK'li ladies, who may be said rather to 
plaister than to paint: when the best however 
is mads of tills practice it is still a very hate- 
ful one in my opinion — I went to view the 
P.ilaces of Do.-ia, Doraggio, and Paliavicini, 
where arc many line pictures and statues; but 
the rooms are so large, and so many of them are 
only half furnished, that tlicy had on the whole an 
uncoinfortahle luok. J was mneh pioased Avilh ser- 
vcral of the elniiches ; the Cathedral is completely 
lined Avilii marble, hut I was attracted more 
by the Jesuits’ church on account of the pain- 
tings, though, I have neither health nor spirits 
to enter into a particular description of them. The 
assumption of the Virgin by Cluido, is a most 
delightful performance to my lasie. I always 
actiuirc his pictures, but being simply an ad- 
mirer, without knowledge on the subject, I sel- 
dom liazarii a remark as to the manner in which a 
jiiccc is csocutcd — .The theatre here is large, 

but 
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but not to l)c compnred that at ''rurin. The 
gnrdons are every where in tlie same style, all 
iicat iind trim, like a desert Island in a pastry 
cook's sliop, with tvarnish and frippery enougdi 
to please a Dnfchman. There «nre many admi- 
rable dimities in this ciiy; but its chief boast, 
in my opinion, ccm^isls in l>oinf;’ the birth place 
of Colnmliiis. who was undoubtedly a g'rcat 
man, and iVom iiis taleids, firmness, wisdom and 
niisforlunes entilled to inspire admiration and 
pity. 1 often th()ni>;ht of him, as I passed Iheso 
streets and was ready to exclaim, yon were not 
wi,)!thv <d sucii cl Citizciil ^V^he velvets, i:oId' 
work, and artificial llowcrs manufactured here, 

, are said (o lie unrivalled; but I made no piuv 
chases for vei’y obvious reasons. 

Wc i:a\v a very i>'rand procession on .rorpiisj 
Christ! day, at wliicli the Do|,!;e assisted, and all 
Ihc principal nobility, clothed in their most ma!>‘- 
nilicent habiliments, and each carrying- a lii*-hlcd 
taper; several imag'es also, adorned with jewels 
(as I was informed) to an almost incredible 
amount, were borne alon^' to grace tlie spec- 
tacle. It is to be lamented that, this nolde city 
siiouid disgrace Itself by the encouragement 
givi'U to assasination, lor a man after commit- 
tnfg half a score murders, has only to take a 

'•3* 

boat 



c«] 

hop.t ^Yhich upbody prevents him from doin^^ 
and claim the protecti-on any foreign ship, 
whicii non - dr:***,"-; to refuse, e.. id there he re- 
mains in safviiy ay saw five of these 

wretc/-C‘j cr. /essel. AVhatyou have 

bcfi i c . ‘ / c u- ' i e : nstom of married women 

in Ji / ' ' ^ by^ their Cicisbeos, is 

pprfcc^v L : s hey speak of it with all the 

indiilerence imaginable. Surely, after all that, 
has been said^ the usage must be an innocent 
one, if any thing can be called so whicli tend^ 
to separate the afTections, of husband and wife, 
and that, the constant attendance, the pro- 
found respect of another man, must be likely 
to effect. Altogether it is a vile fashion, make 
the best of it, and I heartily hope nevci to see 
such a mode adopted in old England. 

We sold our horses at Genoa, for about 
ilircc guineas profit — and no more, as Mr, 
Fay embraced the first offer that was made him. 
Youwh.) know me, will be well aware, that I 
could not part Avilh these mute but faithful 

• i 

companions of our journey without a sigh. Far 
different were my sensations on bidding adieu 

to our fellow traveller Mr. B r, who left 

us on our arrival at this place. My first im-t 
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prcssion of his character was button just, andi 
every day’s experience more fully played ft 
mindj estranged from all tliat was praise worthy, 
jand prone to every species of vice. lie jirofessv'd 
himself almost an Atheist, and I am persuad- 
edj had led the life of om*; it was perhaps for- 
tunate that his manners were as disgusting a^i 
his priiu’iples yvere wicked, and Ihiit he con- 
stantly rcHiindcd one^ of Ihut expression of the 

P.-ialrnist the Fotd hath said in his heart there 
15 no God;’" as the co|iimcnt;, he was but a fopl^ 
ro 5 e to remembrance at the same moment. 

Wc took our passage in a Felucca from Gencja, 
and arrived herein thirty three hours. My first 
message Avas to (he Post OHieo_, w here Avasonly 

one letter lor me, dated 10th May. I am impatient 

* 

for more, being kept in daily expeekation of 
i-ailing, and it woidd bemorlifving to leave any 
hyhind. I must now conclude ; Relieve mcj 

Ever most afiVctionatel)' yoiir’j;;. 



P. S. I open this to say, our letters and 
rpmitlances are arrived, Tl^eii thousand thaiik;? 
lor your kindness, but I have not time to add 
another word. 


GUI Ell 
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OOOOOUOOOOOOOO0OOOOOOOOO . ' ll. 

OUTEll MOLE LECJIIOJIN, 

On THE Hellespont, 

M r Dear FRiE:!fDSi 

July 2d, 1770. • 
Yon may perceive from this date tliat, I have 
<]uilted [jO<rhorn, bnt how 1 came to take up my 
quarters lure, cannot be expiained ’till after 
t!ie relation of some particular# which I must 
first notice, in order to proceed regularly with 
my journal. 

Our letter of introduction from Mr. Baretto 
of I-<ondon to his brother, the king of Sardinia's 
Consul at Leghorn, procured us the kindest at« 
teiitions from that gentlemari and his family, 
indeed they were so friendly to us in every res- 
pect, that I soon felt all the eas6 of old ac- 
quaintance in their society, and shall ev6r re- 
member them, with sentiments of the most 
cordial esteem. Through this kind family I sa\y 
whatever was worthy of note in Leghorn, and 
iU environs ; but my increasing anxiety as to 

H 3 

our. 



but* jonrncy^ took from me all power of in- 
vestigation. Wlien <»nft scc-s merely Avith tlir 
eye, and the wandering mind is travelling 
to the friends left far Isehind, or forward to 
the unknown* eiime- whither its destiny points, 
few recollections of places and tilings will 
remain on it. Rut far different will be its 
recognition of jicrsons. When these have 
.softened an anxmns ho-ic liy kindness, or re- 
J/’eved its irksomcues«, t'v smiles nnd gaiety, 
the heart will icgi' i i*.:;;- -rsion and their 
image, and gratilii- o cii, .ave their nanus on 
tile tablet ot reineinbi an<‘c. tint a K-nnaiifio 
flight! n.4Cw..i‘.jks 1 hear yow oxclriii'n j but 
consider, this is the land of rot?.-, and 
surely, I may be permitted to evince a 
little of its spirit. I shall never forg^>t that 
Leghorn contains the Barelti’s and Franco’s. 
The latter are eminent merchants; the house 
has been established above a century. The 
eldest of the present family is above eighty 
years of age; a most venerable and agreea- 
ble old man; Avith more of active kindness 
and benevolent politeness, than I ever met 
with in one, so far advanced in life, and Avho 
b&s seen so much of the world. lie not only 
shewed u» avery attention during our stay, 

but 
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but has g'iven us a IcLler " re<:mnm endiup;- us in 
the strongest terms to a Mr. Abraham, of 
Grand Cairo; which should Mr. Baldwin, 
the East India Comj)any’s rcsiden.t, be absent 
when wc arrive there, may prove useful. At 
all events, we are ccjuaily inJ:bied to Mr. 
Franco’s friendly intentions. 

^Ve have often boasted of tlie superiority of 
the British flag, but al?4s poor old Ejigland! 
her glory is here liumblod in the dust ; we have 
several ships in the mole, hut if one dare ven- 
ture out, so many French Privalrcrs are hover- 
ing rounds that slie must be taken in a few 
hours. I pity the poor Captains from my 
.heart, but the person for vdhorn I feel most 

interested, is a Cnptrjin Jas r of the Hellcs- 

poid, (Mr. P ’s rclntiiin). I cannot express 

half what I owe to his civility. From the mo- 
ment he know of my proiiublc connection 
witii his farnilv, he has unifornilv shown us 
every p?)ssih]e attention. 11 iv situation is very 
disagreeable, to be forced eitheu* to abandon 
so tine a ship, or incur almost a cer- 
tainty of being taken prisoner in her, as 
she must :;oon venture out; for she lias already 


eaten 
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eaten her head olTj by lying here a ■vthole 
twelvcmonlli on expence, as such is the 
deplorable state of our, commerce in the 
McditcrraiK-an, (hat no one will now underwrite 
an English ship al any premium. I think 
the nuinber l}ing‘ here is seven, and believe 
they intend soon to make a bold push 
tog'cther; but it ^vi!l be all in vain; tliey 
never can get through the Straits of Ciibraltar^ 
U!iinuleslcd. 


4 o'( uo( 1 % P. M. A ii\nD gale. 

I t<dd }ou this morning what reason t 

bad to esteem Captain L. lie is now 

entitled to at h'-.ist a double portion of my 
giatitudc, if cstimaled by the sei\ice done. 
As tliere was no likelihood of meetino’ with 
an Knglish vessel, we engaged a passage in a 
Swedish one, <'allcd the Julius, Captain Nor- 
her- for Alexandria, at £ 6 each, (cheap 
enough you will say) ; and had all in readi- 
ness: so last night I quilted the shores of Eu- 
rope, God Ivuons for how long; his will be 

done. Capt. L.* as his ship lay next 

but one to our’s, and wc were not to sail 

Hill 
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"Cll day break, offered us his cabin, because, as 
he very considerately observed, we could not sleep 
comfortably in our own, ajnidst the n^nse of 
pivparinf^ fur Sea.* I readjly complied, well 
knowing- the advantages of his proposal, hav- 
iijg* already ^bmd several times on board the 
Hellespont, which is kept clean and in good 
order, equal to the nicest house I ever saw. 
This Tnorning the Julius went out to the Road, 
and we prepared to follow; I)nt just at that 
time arose a suddei^ squall of thunder and 
lightning, succeeded by a very strong gale 
of wind; the poor Julius was forced to drop 
anchor, and there she lies, two miles olf, pitch- 
ing (driving piles Capt. L calls it) and 

has just .struck her lower yards; she slipped 
one cable two hours ago, but the oilier brought 
her np. I see her now and would not exchange 
cabiii.s for a trifle. 

Several vessels have been driven in, in dis- 
tress; one dashed directly against the Helles- 
pont and snapped her Rowsprit short ; we 
had but just lime to secure the poop lanlhoni 
from the stroke of another; the iron was lorn 
away, so you may guess it blows smartly, but 
I feel pcrfcclly easy, 1 am luckily sheltered 


now 
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now, and no one shall persuade me to leave- 
this ship 'till all is over, and the weather 
settled a'jfaiii. I doubt we shall not be able 
to sail this day or two, for tlie wind is rising: 
but so that \Ve arrive, time onough to save 
our sca-j{>n at Suez, all will well. Tea is 
waiting’, and the) arc tormenting mo to dialh 
Adieu, (jod bless ) on all, pra)*. 

Your an'eclionafe 
K. T. 
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i^ETlTER VI. 

Ship Jomus at Sea,* 

20th July, 1770. 

I hupp, my dpap friends will safely re- 
ceive my leltpr of Ihc 2d Instant, from 
Leajliornj wherein I mentioned the kindness 

of Capt. L. and our situation in. 

hii Ship. We* remained with him ’till Sun- 
day evening', when we embarked on the 
Jjilius, and tlie following morning, sailed with 
d fair wirid.; but it changed in less than six 
hours, ami came on so string, ’that we wer? 
forced W put back again and cast anchor. Tin; 
gale laMed ’till Wednesday evening; however 
oe made shift to ride it out, though wo 
were continually paying out cable (as it i^ 
called ;} and expected every moment, to bq 
driven on shore. 

^Vhen the weather moderated, Mr. Franco 
sent off a letter to Mr. Fay, stating that he 
had jnst heard, from Mr. Abraham of Grand- 
Cairo, who was about to proceed- to Europe^ 

J 

with 
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with his famUy^ by the first ship; therefore 
to guard against any future disappointment, 
this kind gentleman inclosed a general letter 
to the Jewish merchants, Mr. Franco’s name 
being well known throughout the East. Hav- 
ing already seven letters of introduction tq 
persons in Grand Cairo, we shall not, I 
imagine, have occasion to make use of this. 

On Thursday the Sth, we ventured to sail 
once more, and have hitherto gone on 'plea- 
santly enough. 

Tuesday, 20th July. Since my last date, lhave 
been a good deal vexed at an accident which, 
perhaps, will appear very trivial. I had a pair 
of beautiful pigeons given me at Leghorn, 
which furnished me with much amusement, 
'i’hese pretty little creatures, theijr wings being 
cut, ranged at liberty about the ^hip. At 
length one of th^m fell, or rather was blown 
overboard. | saw it a long >yhilp struggling 
for life, and looking towards the vessel, as if 
to implore assistance; yet, notwithstanding my 
fondness for the pooc bird, and anxious 
desire to extricate it from its perilous situa- 
tion. 
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tion, if such a thing were possi^e, I could 
not even wish that, a ship running eight knots 
an hour^ should J)e hove to^ and a boat 
sent out after a Pigeon. The widowed mate 
lived only three days afterwards, never touch- 
ing a morsel of food, from the time the other 
disappeared, and uttering, at intervals, the most 
plaintive sounds, which I could not avoid 
hearing, my cabin being upon deck. For 
you must know, it is a regulation on board 
Swedish vessels, that the wliole ship’s company 
join twice a day, in devotional exercises; so 
Capt. Norbery reserved his great Cabin for 
the purpose> of assembling them together, or 
we would willingly have engaged it. So 
much ’for my little favourites. 1 shall now 
advert to a more chearful topic. 

My voyage has been rendered very interest- 
ing, and instructive, by the conversation of 
of one of our passengers, a Franciscan Friar, 
from Rome, who is going as a Missionary 
to Jerusalem; and in my opinion no man 
can be better calculated for the hazardous 
office he has undertaken. Figure to your- 
self, a man in the prime of life (under forty), 

J 2 
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tall, well made, and athletic in his per- 
son ; and seemingly of a temperament to 
brave every danger: ad^ to these advan- 
tages a pair of dark eyes, beaming witli 
intelligence, and a most venerable auburn 
beard, descending nearly to his girdle, and, 
you cannot fail to pronounce him, irresisti- 
ble. He appears also to possess, all the en- 
thusiasm and eloquence necessary for plead- 
ing the important cause of Christianity ; yet 
one must regret that so noble a mind, should 
be warped by the belief of such ri;li<j.(l<!us 
superstitions, as disgrace the llt)mi.sh creed — 
He became extremely zealous for my con- 
version, and anxiously forwarded my endea- 
vours, after improvement in the Italian lan- 
guage, that I might the more readily com- 
prehend the arguments, lie adduced to ef- 
fect that desirable purpose. Like other dis- 
putants, we sometimes used to contend very 
fiercely, and one day on my speaking rather 
lightly, of what he chose to call, a miraclw 
of the Catholic Church, he even went so 
far as to tell me, that, my mouth spouted 
forth heresies, as water gushes from a foun- 
taia. 


This 
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I’his morning (the 22d) at brcalifasl, he in- 
Ircuted me to give up njy coffee, as a 
libation to the bambino (child) Jesus, and 
on my declining to do so, urged me with 
the most impressive earnestness, to spare 
only a single enp, which he would imme- 
diately pour out in honour of the IJlcss- 
ed Infant. Professing my disbelief in the 
efficacy of such a sacrifice, 1 again ex- 
cused myself from complying' with his request: 
upon which declaring that he was equally* 
shocked at my willful incredulity and obstinate 
heresy he withdrew to .another jiart of the 
vessel, and I have not seen him since. 

f2.‘?d A. M. We are now off Alexandria, 
which makes a fine appearance from the sea 
on a near approach ; but being built on low 
ground, is, as the seamen say “ very difficult 
to hit.” We were two days almost abreast of 
the Town. There is a handsome Pharos or 
light-hou.se in the new harbour, and it is in 
all respects far preferable; but no vessels be- 
longing to Christians can anchor there, so 


we 
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wc were forced to go into the old one> of 
which however we escaped the dangers^ if any 
exist. 

My acquaintance with the Reverend Fa- 
ther has terminated rather unpleasantly. A 
little while ago being upon deck together, 
and forgetting our quarrel about the libation, 

I made a remark on the extreme heat of the 
weather, Aye” replied he, with a most 
malignant expression of countenance, such aa 
1 could not have thought it possible, for a 
face benign like his to assume, ” aye you 
will find it ten thousand times hotter in 
the Devil’s House,” (Nclla Casa di Diavolo). 
1 pitied his bigotry and prayed for his con- 
version to the genuine principles of that 
religion, whose dirctrines be professed to 
teach. 

Mr. Brandy to whom Mr. Fay sent ashore 
an introductory letter, came on board to visit 
us. I rejoice to hear from him, that there 
are two ships at Suez, yet no time must be 
lost, lest w'c miss the season. This gentleman 
resides here, as Consul for one of the German 
Courts, and may be of great use to us. We 


' received 
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received an invitation to sup with him tO' 
morrow; he has secured a lodging for us, and 
engaged a Jew and his wife to go with us to Grand 
Cairo as dragoman, (or interj^reter) and at« 
tendant ; should wc proceed by water, which is 

not yet decided on, Mr. B will provide 

a proper boat. 1 am summoned to an early 
dinner, immediately after which we shall go 
on shore with our Dragoman, that we may 
have time to view whatever is remarkable, 

24tii July. 

Having mounted ^ our asses, the use of 
horses being forbidden to any but mussel> 
mans, we sallied forth preceded by a Janizary, 
with his drawn sword, about three miles over b 
fandy desert, to see Pompey’s Pillar, esteemed to 
be the finest polumn in the World, This pillar 
which is exceedingly loftly, but I have no 
means of ascertaining its exact height, is 
composed of three blocks of Granite ; (the pedestdl, 
shaft, and capital , each containing one). When 
we consider the immense weight of the granite, 
the raising such masses, appe'ar beyond the 
powers of man. Although quite unadorned, 
the proportions are so exquisite, that it must 
strike every beholder with a kind of awe, 

which 
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wliich softens into molancliol}^ ^vhcn one re- 
flects that the renowned ITeio Avliose name it 
bears, was Ireachcnnisly * innrdered on this 
Tory Coast, by the boatmen who were con- 
veyin^' Iiim to Alexandria ; while his wretched, 
wife stood on the vessel he had just leftj ^yatch- 
ing; bis dcpartiire, as we may naturally 
suppose, with inexpressible anxiety, vYhas 
most have been her a^ojiies at the rtreadfni 
event ! Tliongh this splendid memorial bcai» 
the name of Vonipey, it is by many suppos- 
ed to have beep erected in memory of thn 
Irimnpli, gained over him at the battle oi^ 
Pharsalia. I^eaving more learned heads than 
mine to settle this disputed point, let us 
proceed to ancient Alexandria, about ,a lea' 
guc from the modern town ; whicli presents 
Ik* the eye an iu^!ructi\e lesson OJI the in* 
slahiliiy of all sublunary objects. This once 
magnitirout City, built liy the most famous 
of all Coiicpierors, and adorned with the most 
exquisite productions of art, is now little more 
lhaa a heap of Ruins ; yet the. form of tlic 
■trocts can still be discerned ; they were 
regular, and many of the houses (as I recollect 
to have read of .Athens) had forc*courts bound-, 

cd. 
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ed by dwarf walls, so much in- ihe manner of 
our Liiicolu’s-Iiin Fields, that the lefeemblaucc 
iranictlialoly struck me. 

We saw' also the oufside of St.’ Atlianasi'ds’s 
Church, who was 13iahop of this Diocese, 
but it Leiii"' now a JNlosque were forbidden 
to enter, Unless on condition of turning 
niahoinelans, or losing our lives, neither of 
wliieli alternatives exactly suited my ideas, so 
that [ deemed it prudent to repress my 
curiosity. J could not h )\vaver resist a de- 
sire to visit the }*a!uce of Cleopatra, of which 
few vestige*; remain. The marble \v.dls of the 
Banqiieiing room are yet standing, but the 
root is long since decayed. Never do I re- 
member l)cing so aflected by a like object. 
) stood ill the midst of the ruins, meditating 
on the awful scene, 'till I could almost have 
fancied 1 beheld its former mistress, revelling 
in Luxury, with her infatuated lover, Marc 
Anthony, who for her sake lost all. 

The houses in the new Town of Alex- 
andria thro’ which we returned, are flat roof- 
ed, and, in general, have gardens on their 
tops. These in some measure, in so warm a 
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country, may be called luxuries. As to tlie 
bazars (or markets) tliey are A. tc;c’.!''d places, 
and the streets exceedingly uanow. Chris- 
tians of all denominations live here on paying’ 
a tax, but they are frequently ill treated ; and 
if one of them commits even an unintentional 
Offence against a iniisselman, he is pursued by 
a most insatiable spirit of revenge and his 
•whole family suffers for it. One cannot help 
shuddering at the bare idea of being in the 
hands of such big'otted wretches. I forgot to. 
mention that Mr. Brandy met us near Cleo- 
patra’s needles, \Vhich are two immense obe- 
lisks of Granite. One of them, time has 
levelled with the ground ; the other is in- 
tire; they are ooth covered with hierogiy- 
phic lig-ares, which, on the sides not Exposed 
to the Wind and sand from the Desert, re- 
main uninjured ; but the key being lost, no 
one can decypher their meaning. 1 thought 

Mr. B. might perhaps have heard 

something relative to them ; he, however, 
seems to know no more than ourselves. A 
droll circumstance occurred on our return. 
He is a stout man of a very athletic make, 
%ud above six feet high ; so you may judge 
what a curious figure he must have made, 

riding 
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ridincj on an ass^ and with difficulty holding 
up his lonjy le<;s to suit the size of the an’- 
r/.al; v/h;cli watched an opportunity of walk- 
•nc’ ' away from between tiiem, and left the 
poor Consul standing, erect, like a Colossus: 
in (nilh, it was a most Indicrous scene to 
^ehold. 

SOTII J 13LY. 

The w'cathcr being intensely hot, we staid 
at home ’till the evening, when Mr. Bran- 
.-Iv called to escort ns to his house. We 

were most gracior.sly received by Mrs. B. 

who is a native of this place ; but as she could 
speak a Istt'lc Italian, we managed to carry op 
’somctliing like conversation. She was most 
curiouely bedizened on the occasion, and be- 
ing short, dark ccinplexioned, and of a com- 
plete cUunpling shape, appeared altogether the 
strangest Uunp of finery I had ever beheld; 
she had a handkerchief bound round her 
head, covered with strings composed of thin 
plates of gold, in the manner of spangles hut 
very large, intermi.ved with pearls and e- 
nieralds; her neck and bosom were orna- 
mented in the same way. Add to all this an 
K 2 
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mLroido. v/ith a pair of <;'o1d rlnrspii, 

I \orily thii V vaui f.ur inclu's square, enor- 
inous earring’s, and a large diamond spricy 
on tlic top of Ihu* foreh^ad^ ard voii mu^t 
allow, that al4ogel!:or she was a most brilliant 
figure. They have a sweet lilllc girl about 
seven years of age, wlio \Yas dec ked ovt 
much in the same style ; but she really look- 
ed pretty in spite of her incongrnons fiiiery. 
On the whole, though, 1 y^:as plea-ird uilh both 
mother and child, their and lic haynou' 

were kiiid: and to a sirangcr in a slia ’ge laud 
(and this is literally so to us) a !i((le attention is 
soothing and consolatory ; osi)ceially y^henone 
feels sUiTounded by hc^suliiits, yyliich eveiy 
Europedii must do here. Compared with the 
uncouth beings who govern this country, I 

I 

felt at home among the natives of Fiance, and 
I will even say of Italy. 

On taking leave, our Host presented a book 
containing certiheatos of h'.s great politeness 
and attention to yyartls travellers ; which were 
signed by many persons of consideration: 
and at the same time requesting that Mr. 
Fay and myself would add onr names to the 
liit, we complied, though not without sur- 
prize. 
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that a gentleman in hi^ siiiisdor^ 
6lu>«ld have recourse to such an cxpciiioni, 
\thirli cannot but degrade him in the eves of 
liis Guests. 

Vi being determined that \vc slndl proceed bir 
^vater, for reasons too tedious todi'ldi! at •'■r.t, 

1 must now prepare to embark. 1 siui!! » ntlc-vonr 
to keep up my spirits. He };s.,;;p-i (i- j, { 

■will omit iiu opporiuuiiy oi' wiiun..;-, and 
comfort yourselves with liie idea, that be- 
fore thig reacUes yon, 1 sliail have suv- 
TTDonuted all my dilncultus. 1 eerlainly deem 
myself very forlmiate in (putting (ins place 
so soon. Farewell ; all good be with you, 
my c' cr ever dear Friends prajs. 

Your oiortj 
E. P. 


LF.TTER VIL 
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LETTER. ‘Vil. 

GrANC CaUIOj AUGUST. 179? 

Mr Dr^iR pRi-^yns, 

In co'.nin'^ to this puiccj v/e v;cre io ^reai 
jievH, and baJo cdieu to the sea at tbg 

hazard of our lives, the l?ar of the Nile 

uein^ c.\ccoding'ly claiigeroiis. Fcurtcen per- 
toua were lost there, the day before we 

crossed it, a circmnstancc that of course 
tended to increase our anxiety c;i tlie sub* 
jeef, and which was told me just before 
I closed my list letter; but for lha world 
I would not have conimunicatecl such intelli- 
gence. Our only alternative to this hazard- 
ous passage, was crossing a desert, notori- 
oas for the robberies and murders coin- 
niittecl on it; where we could not hope 

for escape, and from the smallness of 
our number, had no chance of superi(/ri- 
ly in case of attack. The night after we had 
congratulated ourselves on being out of dan- 
ger from the bar, we were alarmed by 

perceiving 
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perceiving a boat making after ns, as tll3 
people said, to plunder, and perhaps, to 

murder us. Our Jew interpl’etcr, 

§ 

\vith his wife, slept in the outer cahiu, 
begged me not to move our t.oilars, which I 
was just atteuipting to i >, lest the r.:i.f:Ves shouii 
hear the sound, and kill us ai;, foj he si‘ppGs:..(i 
booty. You may judge in what a siliiatioa we re- 
mained, while this dreadful evil seeieed impoMii- 
ing- over us. Mr. Pay fired two pistols, to give no* 
tice of our being armed. At lengfh, thank God, 
we out-sailed them; and nothing of the kind 
occurred again, during our stay on board; 

though we passed several villages, said to be 
inhabited entirely by thieves. ... 

As morning broke, 1 was delighted with 
the appearance of the country, a more charm- 
ing scene ray eyes never beheld. The Nile, 
that perpetual source of plenty, was just begin- 
ning to overiiow its banks ; so that on every 
side, we saw such quantities of water drawn 
up for the use of more distant lands, that it is 
surprising any remains. The machine chiefly 
used for that purpose, is a wheel with earthen 
pitchers tied round it, which empty them- 

4elvcs 
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strives fioai v niur i^KJUs caraU 

arc supplied. Oxen auJ i.i i. .jes are the 
auiiDuis general! V .ii .'Jjis laboar. It 

is curious j.ij i.itUu' contrive to 

kc ^p tlu‘!Uv . co.#i duiilig* the iutcuse beat 
that prev. .s horc*; ihej/ iie in tlie River bv 
Iiii Dureu-j Wiili incir iiOads JUsL above vvaicr, 
lor oours iop'lhcr. 

Roa^IU is u beautiful place, surroiiud- 

Ky ‘proves or iciaon and orange trees; 

and the Hat rools or the houses have gardens 

on tii >m, whoso iVagrance peviiimes the air> 

There is an appearance of cleanliness in it, 

the more gratilying to an EuglF>h 030, bc'- 

cause seldom mot With in any (le^''ree so 

j *:> > • as 

to jcmiud as of what we are aocustoniid to 
enjo3 at homo. Tire landscape around, 
inlorosting froii) its novelty, and became ]>e 
culiarly so on eonsidormg it as tiie couut- 
ty wiiere, the children ul Israel sojourned. 
Tiic beaiiliiu!, 1 may say, the unparaiellcd 
Si.ory ofJoscpli, and his brolliren, rose to 103' 
HiOui us I surveyed Ui!>^»e Ranks, on which the 
PatfiLiicIi sheiier l\.r his old age; and 

^Miciw lus soil coiivicied sonsj bowed down be- 

l^i-olbor, and 1 aliaoi.t felt 


as 
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as if in a dieaii[>> so wonderful appeared the 
ciioii.nstaiice of iny beiu:^ here. You will 
leatlily conceive that, as I drew near Grand 
C'.urOj and beiield those pr.)di^ies of human 
labour, tlje Pyi a.nids of r] '’i pt, ihe«e sensa- 
tions were sli.l more stroo^^ty awakened: and 
1 could have fa.i.acJ lUjsc.i an inhabitanl of 
a world, loii^‘ passed away: for who can 
look on buiidio^i, reared, (moderately coirt- 
pnti.ig- tlie time) abo.e liiree Uiousand years 
w'lllnuu see.iuiijj to step back as it were, 
in ex:s!vMee, and live throat’ll days, now gone 
by, a. id souk i.i oblivion “ like a tale that 
is tohl.” 

liitnated as 1 was, the Pyramids were not 
* 

all in sigiit, but I was assured that those 
which came under my eye, were decidedly the 
most mugniliceul. We went opt of our way 
to aiew them nearer, and by the aid of a 
telescope, were enabled to fonn.a tolerable idea 
of their construction. It has been supposed by 
many tlipt the Israelites built these Pyramids, 
during their bond.ige in Egypt, and I rather 
incUu 9 to that opinion; for, althu’ it has late- 

L 

ly 



C 74] 

ly been proved that they were intended (o 
serve as repositories for ll;e dead, yet each, 
being said to contain only one saiC 'phagus, 
this circumstance^ and their very fornij ren- 
dered them of so lit tie compui alive use^ that 
most probably, they xvere' raised to tnnusti 
employment for mnliituths of unforlnnato 
slaves; and who more aj)tiy a'jree with iliis 

description, than llie wr< leijed p-x^toniy of 
Jacob? 1 understand there is a little Hat, on 
the tops of the larjyer P3 raniiiis, from which 
it is conjectured that, the .1^:33 piian^ made 
astronomical obversiUioiiH. ‘i'iie Ini^^csl, is said 
to be, abo\c fnc hundred feet lii;>b, jjcrpen- 
dicularly'. '|dic inclined plane must ^fneusare 
much more: the steps are nearly three feet 
distant of tiie Pyramids ; though I very anxi- 
ously wished to have iuppeetpd them, and 
the sphinx, prudence forbade me from mak- 
ing' the attempt, as you will mlow, when! pro- 
ceed farther in my narrative. 

On the 29 th, we reached Bulac the port hf 
Grand Cairo, and within two miles of that city, 
to my great joy ; for on this river, there 
^ cither littie wind, or else it comes in 

Sf^ualla^ 
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•quails. Id suddenly, that the boats are of- 
ten in danger of being overset, as they car- 
ry only, what I believe is called, a shoulder- 
wl’-MuUon-sail, which turns on a sort of 
swivel, and is very clitBcult to manage, when 
the wind takes it the wrong way. It see ms 
indeed almost miraculous how we escaped. 

Mr. Pay sat out almost immediately to Mr. 
Baldwin’s, who received him with much civili- 
ty, and sent an ass for me, with directions 
to make all possible baste, as a Caravan wal 
to set oft' in three hours. 

I must now give you a description of my 
dresS, as my Jewess decked me out, prepar- 
atory tp oar entering the Great City. I Iiad, 
in <he ftrst place, a pair of trowsers, with 
yeliow leather half-bools and slippers over 
them; a long sattin gown, with wide sleeves, 
open to the elbows ; and a girdle round my 
waist, with large silver clasps ; over that ano- 
ther robe with short sleeves: round my head 
a fine, coloured, muslin handkerchief, closely 
bound, but so arranged that one corner hung 

L 2 


down 
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down three quarters of a yard behind. This 
is the dress for the House ; but as 1 was go* 
ing out, she next put on, a long robe of 
silk, like a surplice, and then covered my 
face with a piece of muslin, half a yard wide, 
which reached from the forehead to the feet, 
except an opening for the eyes; over all, 
she threw a piece of black silk, long and 
wide enough to envelop the W'hole form ; 
so, thus equipped, stumbling at every step, I 
^allied forth, and with great difficulty got a- 
cross my nohlc beast : but, as it was in tlii 
full heat of the day and the veil prevented 
me from breathing f.eely, I thought 1 must 
have died hy the way. However, at last, I vVas 

safely housed, but found a great change had 

% 

taken place; all thoughts of going were now 
laid aside. I dare not at present enter into par* 
ticulars, and can only say that, some thing 
was wrong, and on that account wc were 
kept in suspense, ’till about a week ago, 
when just as we had determined to proceed’, 

if possible, another way, matters were adjust- 
ed : so tomorrow afternoon we are to- entet 
on the Desert, and shall, please God, arrive 


at 



C " ]. 

s»4 SucZj most likely, oii IMond.^y, froiw . 
wlicncc I propose writing again. The season 
is so far advanced ^hat a good passage can- 
not be expected : we have no liogcs of reach- 
ing Calcutta in less than tlirce months, but 
at any rate, tlie voyage is preferable to going 
through the long Desef-t, from Aleppo t<* 
Bassora. 

^Yin'n I write from India. I will give A 
full dt;(ail of the aOiiir to which I allude, 
though as it is very irnporianl, yon will, most 
probably, see tbc nhoie in the ])apcrs. A- 
dicn for the present it is bed lime. 

2Sth. Again I take np tbc pen to bold a lit- 
tle furtifer coiiversc with iny deer friends, 
while w'ttiting the summons to dopavt; and 
as health is the most iinp.ntaut of all earthly 
subjects, shall begin with that. It will, 1 know, 
give you pleasure to hoar that, I have found 
scarce any inconvenience from the heat, 

V 

tliougli all of our Party, who have been in 
India agree that, they never felt the weather 
so oppressively hot as here ; which proceeds 
from the terrible sandy dcscrls, that surround 
the town, causing the air to smell like hot 

bricks.- 
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]>nchs. This however ^1 roiild hnve hovnej 
hut ja«t on onr arrival, there l)roke out a 
i&evcrc epidemical disc^5‘^e, ^with violent S3 mp- 
toms. People arc attacked at a moaients 
warning' with droadml pains in the limbs, a 
burning* fover^ with delirium and a total stop- 
page of perspiration. Dnrip.g two days it 
increases; on t!ie third, there comes on Lni- 
formly a [)rofasc sweat (pardon the expres- 
i*ion) witli vomiting, which carries ail olV— 
The only ren>odics pri'sevibed, are lying* in 
bed and driidving plentifully, ca'c:i two gal- 
lons a day, of Nde water; no nourishinent, 
and not so much as grnel, is allowed until 
afjor the crisis; not one lias died of the dis- 
order, nor, ( believe, scarcelv^ one 
even (ho bcu’^ls have been alTcctcd. ifir. Fay 
had it three weeks ago, and among all I 
conversed with here, I remained the only 
healthy person, and realiy hoped to have 
proved the truth of what is asserted by phy- 
turbans, tliat nervous people are not subject 
to be attacked by contagious distempers, not 
even by the Plague iiacif. However, this day 
sennight, 1 was seized with niOvSt violent synrip- 
so that at the three days end, iny 

strength 
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^trenglli seemed entirely exhausted; but I 
lisivc, thanks be fo Providence, recovered as 
nurprizingly ; and am already nearly well. It 
bad every si«‘ij of the Plague, except that it 
was not mortal. Do not be frightened at the 
name, but I assuie you, it is commonly cal- 
led " la queue de la Pcstc,'* and the general opi- 
nion is, tlu»t hud it arrived in the month of 
F ebruary, the living would scarce have been 
aufiieient to bury the dead. 

Grand Cairo by no means answers to its 
name at present, whatever it may have done 
formerly. — There are certainly many magni- 
ficent houses, belonging to the Beys and 
other rich individuals, but as a city, I can 
perceive,, neither order, beauty, nor grandeur; 
and tlie couirust between the grea^, who seem 
to wallow in splendour and lu.xury, and the 
people at large, who appear to want the 
common necessaries of life, is not more 
striking, than disgusting; beQ^iusc,^* those 
who are raised above, their fellows, do not 
look, as though they merited the distincti- 
on, cither by talent, manners or even the 
most ordinary pretentions. The Christi- 
ans (who are called Franks) live all toge- 
ther 
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tlicr in one street, which is closed at each 
end every night; a precaution neither un- 
pleasant nor useless. A I? agreeable variety 
is given to the appearance of the town by the 
jWosqiies, or 1 should consider (he wljolc wretch- 
edly stupid. A wedding, here, is a gay and 
amusing spectacle, from the procession which 
accompanies tlic Kride in aU her movements, 
drums, hautboys and every other kind of 
coisc, and j)aradc tlicy can tniiKc, seem iu- 
dispensibie: but the circumstance of com- 
pletely veiling, not only the * face, but the 
whole figure of the woman, in the envelop- 
ing mantle of black silk, before described^ 
gives an air of nielanciioly to these exhibiti- 
ons. To show the face is considered, here, 
an act of downright indecency ; a terrible 
fashion for one like me, to whom free air, 
■cems the great requisite for existence. 

I must not co.nclude without mentioning a 
disappointment I met with. As the tertilr 
ty of Egypt depends on the due increase of the 
Nile, persons are hired to go round Grand 
Cairo, twice a day, and report how many 
inches tlie water has risen ; returning suleinn 
thanks to Almighty God for the blessing. 

This 
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'k"a\s is continued 'till it gain a certain 
point, w’.isn thi D.ykes are broken down, and 
the river Hows majastically into the Canal, 
forinijd for its reception; while ,t}ie iiihabi- 
laiits liail its aporo-icii with every demonstra- 
tion ot joy. Such was the account I heard, 
and great was my aaxicty, last I .should not 
ba permitted to witness this August ccre- 
luoiiy. At length the period arrived, but ne- 
ver, sure, vvoi-e highly raised expectations 
more miserably deceived: For tliis famous 
Canal, being dry nine months out of the 
twelve, and serving during that interval as a 
roccplacle for the fiith of a populous, and 
not over cleanly City, 1 leave you to judge, 
how bcniutii’ully pellucid its waters must ap- 
pear; nor could St. Giles’s itself pour forth 
such au assembly of half naked, wretched 
creatures, as preceded this so vaunted stream ; 
crying aloud, and makitig all sorts of frantic 
gestures, like .so many maniacs. Not a de- 
cent person could I distinguish amongst the 
whole group, So much for this grand exhibi- 
tion, which we have abundant cause to wish, 
had not taken place, for the vapours arising 

K 
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from such a mass of impurity, have rendered 
the heat more intolerable than ever. ]My bed 
chamber overlooks the £anal, so that 1 en- 
joy the ^1 beueiit to be derived from its 
proximity. 

I ^m novy compelled, much a "gainst my in- 
clination, to bid you adieu ; for I have a 
thousand things to do, and this immense let- 
ter, has left me little time. 

Ever your’s most trnl^', 
ike. &c. 


• P. S. Not being able to enlarge on the 
only interesting subject, has induced me to he 
j-ather diffuse on others, as I wished to con- 
yey some information by this, perhaps, last 
opportunity. Mill our arrival in India; for it 
is doubtful whether 1 may have any safe 
channel of conveyance from Suez. 


LETTER Vm. 



CSS3 


LETTER VIII. 

From Mr. F. to Mr. 

Om Board Shir^ in -tub Rbd Sba^ Ne.4r Suez..' 

September 1st 1779. 

Honoured ISiRj, 

I seize the chance of three minutes^ to tell 
you that, we yesterday arrived at Suez frotm 
Grand Cairo, after a journey of three days, 
over a most dreadful Desert, where every 
Might we slept under the great canopy of 
Heaven, and where we were every hour in 
danger*^ of being destroyed, by troops of 
Arabian robbers. But having a little party 
of English gentlemen, and servants (among 
whom I held a principal command) well 
armed, and under the orders of Major Bail- 
lie, and another military officer, we marched 
the whole way in order of battle, and though 
we could frequently see superior numbers, they 
liever dared to molest us. 

M 2 
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Yoor dauglitcr behaved most courageousl 3 f 
and is extremely well, considering Ihc extra- 
ordinary fatigue she has undergone. There is 
another English lady and her hnsband on 
board, whidv promises to make it an agreea- 
ble VO) age. The ship is a very fine one, 
and we have a handsome little chaml)er, 
and I hope in all things shall find cnrselvcs 
well accommudalcd. We expccU to sail in 
four hours. The ship is called the Kathalia, 
Captain Chenu, a Frenchman, and apparent- 
ly a very polite good-natured man, which iss 
a great matter in a long vojage. 

4 

I thank God I was never in better health 
and spirits, tho’ I never elept during the 
•ivhole journey on the Desert, and lived the 

i 

whole time on bread and water, notwithstand- 
ing we had abundance of wine and provisi- 
bns; but itie beat being excessive, 1 found 
ho other food agree with me so vvell, and 
Mrs. Fay by adopting the same diet, preserv- 
ed her health also; whereas all the rest 
were knocked tp before we got half way 
over that confounded Desert, and some arc 
now very ill; but I stood it, as well as any Ara- 
bian in the Caravan, which consisted at least 
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of five thousand people. 51}' wife iu&ists o.i 
lakinf^ the pen out of niy hands, so 1 caa 
only say God bicss^ you alL 


My Dejuh Frikeds 

I have not a moments time, for the boat 

is wailing, therefore ean only beg that you 

will unite with mo, in praising our heavenly 

Proteclor fiU' oirr escape from tlie various 

dang’ors of our j? urney. 1 never could 
* 

have thoiig'lU luy conslitulion was so strong. 

1 bore (be lalijiues of tbc desert, like 
a Lion, thosj;.;b, but just recovering from 
my illness. ^V’o have been pillaged of 
almost every thing, by the Arabs. Tin# 
is tli« Paiadise of thieves, I think the 
whole -population may he divided into two 
classes of them ; those who adopt force, 
and those who elVcct tlieif purpose by fiaud. 

I was' obliged to purchase a thick cloak, 
and veil, proper for the journey, and what 
was worse, to wear them all the way hither, 
which rendered the heat almost insupportable. 
—Never wais I moi’e happy, than when I 
luame on hoard; althongli the ship having 
Veen for pix weeks in the hands of the' na- 
tives. 
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tive.% the rcireoii of Mhicli I rnnnot cniarfjs 
on here, is totally despoiled of everv niticle 

of furniture; Ave have not a chair or a tiV 

« 

Lie, but ns the carpenter nuikcs tlu.m, lor 

*,c 

tlicre iij no biiyii!'** micIi tliinf-s Iiojc. Our 

* t--’ O 

Iji'eateEt jiiconvf'ijiciicc if, (lii? v.ioit g'oc.d 
yvatcr ^vIIat ertn be |5!‘ofnrod licre^ )'< po 
bratkisi), as to he .srajccly diinkable. 1 have 
not another moment. God Wess vou ' jiraif 
for me nj_v beloved fiieiuls. 


LETTER 1 %. 
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LETTER IX. 

From IVIiis. r.iv. 

iMociii l-"th September 1779. 

Thauk Cod my de.ir friends, I am once 
;mnic cnvibl<*<I to date from a ])lace of com- 
parative lilv'ity, and an European Gentle- 
man liavini^' promised me. a safe conveyance 
for my packet, 1 shall proceed to p;ivc you 
a Imrried and mclanclndj detail of ciremn- 
’'sinnccs of which it has been my chief con- 
solation to know, that you were i<rno- 
rant.. You are of course impatient to h-j 
iurnnned to what I allude; lake then the 
partionlars; but I must "o a {rood way back 
tn order to elucidate matters, which would 
otherwise appear mysterious or irrelevant. 

The E:i.^ India Company sent out positive 
ovilcr^ some time, aj^o, to prohibit the trade 
to Sup:^, as intcrrering’ with their privil.e<^es ; 
but as there never wai a la'v made, but, 
means mi«ht be found trT^evade it, several 
jBnf*;ri:di merchants freigdUed a ship (the Na- 

thalia) 
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thalia) from Soramporc*, a Danish settlement 
on the Ilooghly, fourteen miles above Calcut- 
ta, whose commander, Vanderficld, a Dane 
passed for owner of the ship and cargo. Mr. 
O’Donnell one of the persons concerned, and 
who had property on board to the amount 
of above £. 20,090, came as ])as.seu;5er, a,, 
did Mr. Barrington the real supercargo, also 
a freighter, and two Frenchmen, brothers, 
named Chevalier. They left Bengal on New 
year’s day 1770, and came first to Calicut 
on the coast of ]Malabar, wliere they arrived in 
February; found English, French, Danish and 
Portuguese Factors, orConsuIs there; and trade 
»a. a llourisliing state, so not apprehending 
any danger they entered into a contract with 
one Isaacs, a rich old Jew, who ha^ great 
influence with the government, to freight 
them with pepper for Bengal on their return 
from Suez ; that being th.e greatest town 
on the Coast for that coinniodity. — The price 
was settled and £. TOD paid as earnest. This 
business arranged, they proceeded on- their 
voyage; and havin.g luckily disposed of soma 
part of the cargo at this place, reached Suez 
willt the remainder, in the beginning of 

June, 
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Ji'.n?, lundotl tliyir Goods to tli^ amount of at 
least .S 10,000, and prepared to cross the De- 
sert on (hrir way to Cairo, Tlic company 
besides those already mentioned, consisted of 
ChciiU tl c fcteond mate, with somc*tyihrr oftirors 
and servo-!!', in all twelve Ivaropcans, stren^- 
thesied by a lui.nero'js l,ouy of Arabian 
fnr-'.'i (•a«n''l d.'i', ^rs &s. for the conveyance 
of i]?-,ir pi’ni'-'rlv: more tlia-n su'Ticicnt iii 
eve.^ i; )dy s o;;'.;iioii ; for no one remembered 

a Garo'.-:oi Ijeini; phindrro.l, for a’lho’ somc- 
tii.ii’,- (lie wanderlnjj; Arabs were troublesome, 
^e^ a few {)reso!U3 never failed to procure a 
roioasc from them. Thus were (hey lulled 
into u fa*al security ; each calradati'jj; the pro- 
iUi lili^ly to accrue, and extremely willinp;' tocoiti- 
])o:ind ibr the loss of a few bales, should they 
happen to meet with any strolling depre- 
dators, not even once suppo.sing their lives 
were in danger, or intending to use their fire- 
arms should they he molested. 

On .’Monday the lilh June they left Suez, 
and next morning at day break, had travelled 
about twenty mile.s (nearly one third of the 

N • ' 


way) 
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way) when %udileiily an alarm was f^iven 
of an Attach, as tlioy, poor sf>ni.s, were 
sleeping across their h-.i'ikets (or panniers.) 
Capt. Barrington on awalang ordered a doxen 
bales to be given to them immediately: but 
alas! they werculroady in possession ofliie whole ; 
for the Camel drivers did not defend thcmsclvca 
an instant, but left, tiieir bt--asl.s at the. mercy 
qS the robbens; who alter detaching a largo 
body to drive them away wilii tiieir bnrthe^is, 
aduinced towards the pas.songcrs. Here I must 
request you to pacise, and relicct whetlier it be 
possible even for imagination to conceive a 
more dreadful scene to those concoi nt'd, parti- 
cularly Mr. O’Douneli, who from a concturencc 
of fortunate circumstances, luid in less than four 
years rcali/ed a fortune of near .iJ. 30/XK) j 
the bulk of wliich lie laid out in merehandiso 
on the inviting prospect of gaiiiiu"' 50Per Cent, 
•and as bis healtli was iii a very weak state 
proposed retiring to Europe. What musttliat 
man have felt, a helpless spectator of his own 
ruin. But this was nothing to what followed 

on their being personally attacked. The in- 
human wretches not content with stripping them 


to 
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(0 the skin, drove away their camels, and left 
them in a burning sandy Desert, which the 
feet can scarcely toifcb, without being blistered, 
exposed to the scorching raj'S ef the sun and 
utttM’ly destitute of sustenance of every kind; no 
iionse, tree, or even shrub to afford them shel- 
ter. iMy heart sickens, niy hand trembles ns 
I retrace liiis scene. Alas ! 1 can too well con- 
ceive (heir situation: 1 can paint to myself 
the liopciess anguish of an eye cast abroad in 
vain for succour! but I must not indulge in re- 
flections, let me simply relate the facts as they 
occurred. In this extremity they stopped to 
dclilioralc, when each gave his reasons, for pre- 
ferring tlic road he determined to pursue. Mr. 
O'Dohjicll, Chenu, the cook and two others 
rosol'.ed to retrace their steps back to Suez, which 
was undoubtedly the most eligible plan; and after 
encountering many hardships, they at length, 
arrived there in safety. Of the remaining 
seven who went towards Cairo, only one survi- 
ved. — Mr. Barrington being corpulent and 
short breathed, sunk under the fatigue the se- 
cond day ; his servant, soon followed him.— 
One of the French gentlemen was by this time 

N % 


become 
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Wcome very i!!, and l-.is ])5’oll’pr pcrccivlra: ft 
liouse at some iniios ilisLiince (f!-!* in (hat flat 
country, oiic^inay soc n great vf*;,,) prevailed 
on him to lie down under ii slunlcd (:cc, with 
liiii servant, while he endeavonrecl to | -t.eure 
some water, tor want of which the other v.as 
expiring. Hope, anxiety^ and ane(tU>n e -ndrief d 
to quicken his pace, and rendered poor Van- 

derfield, the Danish captain . nnaldc to keep 

* 

up with him, wdiieh he ino?t carne5jiy s»ro'>e 
to do. 1 wept myself ahno.'rt blind ; as 
tlie poor Freneh.man related his sulVerings 
from coinliclij^g passions; aimo.d wenn o\tt 
with lieat and thirst, he was afraid of not beir.g 
able to reaeli the house, thougii liis o\f\\ life 
and that oi his bn.'lhor^ dcpctidcd on it. On 
the othor hand (ho ht\;: t cries of his fel- 

low suflerer, (hat lie was a dead man niiless aH^-isled 
byhinij audcorjnrii^^- him for (iv.d’s sake, not 

to have In m to perish now they were in view 
of relief oriested liis steps and agonised every 
nerve. Unable to resist the solemn ajipca!, for 
some time he indulged him, hill finding that llic 
conseijuoiice of longer delay must me incvila- 
table destruction to botli, be was compelled (o 

Shuk(3 



shake him oIT A servaiil to «Tnc of 

the party still kept on, and poor Vandcrricld was 
seen to continue his ffforts, ’till at Icnj^'lli ua-ure 
being* completely exhausted, he ^rnpped and 
was soon relieved from his miseries by Death, 
Nor was the condition of ilie survivorff fa;* m >.'a 
cnvialdc, when having, with diUicu'iy. rench- 
ed the bnilding* ai’ter wliieli they had (oiln l '•o 
lon/^ it proved to be an nninl’nlMfed f ived. (ii. - 
in^' himself up for he't, ilr,* h’r.'n. ii geuL'e;*) ui 
lay down under slselier of tlio wall, to await 
Jiis last momeivi, (ihc servant walked for»var»l 
and was found dead a lillle furiher on). Now 
it so happened that an Arabian beggar chanced 

to pass by the wall, wiio seeing* his conditioi^, 
kindly* raa to procure same water, bat did not 
rctnrn for an hour. Wnat an age of tn.*f;i:*:*, 
of horrible suspense! for if '*' hope def rred nn k- 

elli liie heart sick,” the sensation must cause tea- 
fold anguish at a inomcut like this. 

The unhappy man was mindful of his 
brother, but utterly unable to uiidcrlalcc ti'.e 
task himselt^ he directed the bcggai*, as well 
as he could, to the spot where he had left 
him, with a supply of water. But a! 
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Ji:s5 cnde'ivowrs to fnid (he imfortunale men 
were inclVcrtiKj!, n{>r were tlu^ir hodies 

ever diseos 'i ef! : It, supposed that they 
crept ti>i* iVoiii the sun, into some uutVe- 

(|ucnled spot, expired. Tlic survivor 

by the U’ssis.it u;e oi llie b.* *’‘vu‘, rcMched the hut 

ot*a poor old wo.i'a!!, who kindly reeeivod him; 

and throu^'h whose care he w;u soon restored to 

fitren^'tli, and arrived sniViy at (.diro^ aner as 

miraculous aiiciscapc as eyer human being’ ex* 

« 

perienced. 

This inelancludy story had been mentioned 
by Mr. Hraiidy beiore i landed at Alexandria^ 
(Oh witli what liorror did [ iiear hi:> brief recilu!) 
and the particulars 1 soon learnt at Cairo. The 
subject was in fael etoseiy euiuieeied \vUli ipy 
fears and sunerings, at liiat piaee, and wiiieii 
1 hinted -tl (lie mipossmdity oi my then reveal* 
iug, neii-iier could 1^ lor iho same reason, c;'ive 
you Uiij a..eount oi ilie i^gyptian Oovcrninentj 
lest tlio) siiouitl iiitercept my letter, aldio’ it, is 
necessary \ ou slioiild know a little of it, for the 
sake of comjjrolu'iHliii^; what 1 have further to 

relate, couceraing these unfortunate adrent- 
turors. 


I'sypt- 
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E^^ypt, tlicn^ is govcnunl by twenty four Tieys, 
oi’ whom one presides over the rest, but this su- 
periority is very prct'a.rioiis; for he holds it no 
]u!i:^‘er tluni ’till some other of the jyimbcr thinks 
himself strong* enough to contend with him; and 
ns they have herp but two maxims in \Viii% tl»e 
one to lly, the ot!icr to j>nr^uo, \\wso contcsls 
hir.t iiot long ; Tee vaniii'.ifd'.ed, h.c o?rape 

assassination retires up tf.e c\ni:ihy, ’tiii K.u'" 
tunc cliango.s her ns] eel : nliilc the xlchir 
takes Ijis place. 'EMuis do Ihoir lives j'/U.ss in per- 
petual vicissitudes, '^I'o day a Piiiice, t( liionow 
a Fugitive, and m'xt day a prince again, ^’’hosc 
things are so common, (hat no1)ody notices 
them; since they never disliirb tlio inha!)itants 
or comjxd tluuu to lake part in (heir disputes, 
fa order to be a check on these gentlemen^ the 
Graiid Signor sends a rHishaw, to reside among 

them, whom they receive ^\i(h great respect 
and compliment with presents of xalue, pre- 
tending the utmost deference for his authority^ 
but at the sione time a strict eje is kept over him, 
and on the least opposition to their will, he is 
sent in disgrace away — happy if he escape with 
life, after refunding all his presents and paying 
enormous sums besides. 


By 
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By the al'ovc &U.Unu-nt yoji will perceive 
liie i'oys »ro in reaiily indepiMulcMit, and 
likewise di-ecra the hiu^’e on whicli tlieir 
poliui-s tarn, for as Joiio as under colour 
of tlicy consent to Tocoivc a 

Ikislanv, it ii, in tin ir power {•oaslanily (t) throw 
the f i' Ci vcy disa.e;reeuide oceiii eoncc on 

hij ■ !v.n,i’ile:s. e.e.ocr pretence of OrdojR from 
the i'oite. JSo'.v hrioily to proceed with ii'y 
little hislnrv, S'' ue time alter the fnlr.l rolihcry, 
another siiip ca’.loJ the St. Helena, arrive 1 
at Suez, un.hr H uiish colours with the reel 
owi'.ir, a Mr. r-Ioovc, on board. lie ju.'ily 
jip: k'.u-’. /.\ e of a .similar fate, refu.scd (o land 
lil-s C...y > tii! Ih.v'' t/tt« Ch.-ef AniuraUi Ilcy, had 
jKiatde.l !,im a soiotnu periuivnon or latlier 
pr >lec.;iiii, iiiiilvv wi'/.eh he .salely rcueh'ed (.’airo, 
di'po.-.. d of his eft'.'cSs, and prepared for his 
return t<. l.i.i ship with a Car«’o. l>uf in 

ll\c iuterim, Zlr. OT;;>.i:K'il had been advi.scd 
to a liif.noriai to (!tc I’eys, by 

wli.il he ivrleiined his property as an hhi;;’- 
lis!t;nau, t;-reni.ened theiu with tiie A'cU'* 
c*a!H-c of l.is nation if not immediately re- 
ore. ■a’d, and declared hnnaelf totally iiulepen- 
efent ol tr.v l.-uncs, TJiis rash proeednrn 

alarmed 
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alariiiL-d tl;e people in power, who howevef 
istiil continued appareiiUy friendly, in hopes 
of a lart>;er booty, 'iTll the. oOth July, when they 
Mirevv otV llie mj.sk, seized the ©aravan even 
to the passeng'Ci’s bag^i^ag-e, and made Mr. 
ISIoore a prisoner. Von may recollect that in 
my letter from Cairo, I told you what a hurry 
Mr. Fay was in, to fetch me from Bulac, not 
bavin”’, as he then thought, a moments lime to 
spare. — It so happened th-at 1 arrived within an 
boiir after the seizure of the Caravan and when 
all the gentlemen concerned, were in the first 
transports of that indignation, which such a 
during outrage could not fail to excite; at once 
oxaspetjafed by this treacherous behaviour 
and alarmed, lest some new crime should be 
comniitlctl against them. 

Every one is of opinion that their design 
was to cut ns all olV, had we gone out 
ignorant of the seizure of the Caravan. I 
had scarcely sat down in Mr. Baldwin's par- 
lour, when this terrible news, which seem- 
ed to involve the fate of every European 
alike, burst upon me like a stroke of light- 

O 


lung. 



nlng. Never shall I for^'ct the terrors I 
Felt — *. In a few moments the room was 
filled with Europeans, chiefly English, all 
speaking- t^ethcr, — calling out for arms, 

and declaring- they would sell their lives dear- 
ly ; for not one appeared to entertain a 
doubt of their being immediately attacked. 
In the midst of this confiision, Mons. Cheva- 
lier (the poor man who escaped from the 
Desert) cast his eyes upon me, exclaiming 
Oh Madam how unhappy you are in hav- 
ing come to this wretched place.” I’liis 
drew the attention of the rest, — and what 
'shall we do with the lady?” — was every 
one’s cjucstion — at last they resolved op. send- 
ing me to the house of an Italian Physician, 
as a place of safety; thither I Was instantly 
taken by a native, who even in the dis- 
tress and confusion of the house, and al- 
though the Italian’s W’as only a few steps dis- 
tant across a -narrow lane, felt greatly 
shocked, because my veil chancing to be a 
little loose, he could see one corner of my 
eye, and severely reprehended the indecen- 
cy of such an exposure, * 


On 
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Oji rcaclunjj my expected Asylum a 
3.cenc of more serious alaruj (if possible) than 
I liad left at iMr., Baldwins awaited me. The 
lady and lier daughter were wringing their 
hands, and crying out in agony, that they 
were i:lter!\ ruined ; that all the Eu- 
ropeans would bo murdered; and they even 
appeared to tliink, that receiving another of 

th. ; proscribed race increased their dan- 
.ger. liiiprisouincnt and massacre in every 
shape., were the sole subjects of their con- 
veivalion; and so many terrible images did 
their fears conjure up, and communicate to 
my already disordered mind, that there were 

ti. ne.Sj when the reality could have been 
scarcely more appalling. Oh England ! dear 
England’, how often did 1 apostrophise thee, 
land of liberty and safety — : but 1 must not 
review my thoughts — ; a simple narrative is 
all 1 dure allow myself to write. 

For several days we remained in this har- 
rassing state of suspense, and alarm ; at 
iength news arrived that the two ships which 

O 3 
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had brought these ill-fated adventurers to 
Egypt’s inhospitable shores, were seized by 
the Government, three days before they tooH 
possession of the Caravan. Their prisoners in- 
deed, we already virtually were, not being allow- 
ed to quit the City. 1 should have mentioned that 
the Bashaw was the topi made use of on this 
occassion ; who pretended he had Orders 
from Constantinople, to seize all English 
merchandise and confiscate the Vessels, suf- 
fering none hut the East India Company’s 
packets to touch at Suez. This Firman was 
said to be obtained of his sublime highness, 
by the British resident at the Porte, on behalf 
of the E. 1. Coinpau); whethey this pretence 
was true or false, we could never learn. 
Many other reports were propagated, as 
must aUvays be the case in a country under 
arbitrary government; there ' being no certain 
rules to judge by, every one pronounces on 
the event as his hopes or fears dictate. 
Some timeafiwe were all to be sent prisoner^ 
•to Constantinople, then vac were, assured tliat 
after a general plander of our effects, we 

should 



•tiould certainly be released; and once it wis 
.confidently . reported that, the Botoslnng 
would be secretly applied to prevent our tello 
in§ talcs. 

What added much to our mortification and 
justified our tears >vas, that all the Christians 
bclong'in(r to the two Ships, were on the 
Jpth of August dragged to Cairo in tlie most 
ignominious manner, having previously suffer- 
fd, d.u*!»g their imprisonment at Suez, 
(every species of hardship which barbarity and 
malioe could inflict. The people also at whose 
house vye lodged, behaved to us continually 
'witii murUed disrespect, if we asked a ques- 
lion, Hiey seldom deigned to reply, and 
took care to enlarge perpetually on their 
condescension in sulfcring themselves to ba 
incommoded with strangers. To be thus 
treated, at a tigno when perpetual stAicitiidd 
and terror, had unbraced my nerves and 
subdued m^ fpirU.. seeiqed.so. cruel, that ( 
^hink it a^sulutdy ^hurt pie piore than evep 
pur deteptjou ; a dpteptiqn vVas certainly 

harder upon' ii?, than any other Europeans 
Jq. one sense^ siupe we had nip connection 

whatevev 
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nvlmtever with the parties, were coming 
fi'om a diCFerent quarter of the giohe; not 
eoucerticd in trade, and •unknown to those 
who hud ^isitcd their country on that 
account: ho demon of avarice had led tis 
into their power, nor could we aQbrd a. 
prey to theirs. These considerations how- 
ever evident, made no imprcs-.ion on oiir 
host, they were rather motives of exultation 
over us, and what enhanced oiir misfortune, 
it was irremediable, for we could not change 
our abode, without going into another street, 
where we should have been unprotected. 

All the Christians live in one part of the 
town as 1 before noticed: during thb time 
when the Plague rages, tliey visit each other 
by means of bridges thrown across the streets, 
from the tops of the houses, and this is a 
convenience, they often resort to at other 
times, as it safes them from insult, which 
they often meet below. I find I have writ- 
ten myself into such a strange humour, that 
I cannot proceed methodically ; but I must 
try to arrange my thoughts and go forvvard 
better. 
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At lengtji the Beys, enchanted hy that 
DeJty whose bewitching attractions lew inovtali 
can resist, whether. on the banks of the N.’a 

or the Thames: in other words, infl‘denced bf 

% 

the promise of three ttiousand pounds, and 
an absolute indemnification from Mr O’Don- 
nell, gave us leave to proceed on our V*o>ag® 
in defiance of the ireinendoiis order of their 
master, and thus ended this most disagreeable 
and distressing business, I will release yoa 
from this wearisome letter. I shall have tiin« 
at Mocha to continue my journal — , Adieu 
till to morrow. 

Ever most alTectionately your’s 

E. F’ 


LETTER X 
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LETTElV X. 

INCLOSED IN THE FOUEC.OING. 

MornA Ijtii SEPTKMni:R. 

Jl/r Dxjr St'rrit, 

I resume my pen in order to f!;ive you 
some account of onr pa s‘*inf*' (he I)es(‘rt, 
which being done i'v a inelliod of traxeliiiig 
totally different from any thing 'in England, 
may afford amnKemont, and even witiiout the 
charm of novelty, could nt)t fail to int<>r- 
est 3 'ou, as tlie narrative of one so near!} and 
dearly connected. . 

When a Camvan is about to depart, large 
tents are pitched on the skirls of the Cily 
whither, all who propose joining it, repair; 
there they are drawn up in order, by the 
persons, who uudertake to convey them. 
Strong bodies of Arabian soldiers guard the 
wan and rear; ^others Hank the sides-^; so 
that the* female passengers, and the merchan- 
dise, are completely surrounded, ^ and, as 
one would hope, defended in cU6e of attack. 

. Each 



^ach gentleman of our party had a hoEi^ 
niul it is common to hire a camel between 
tno, A>ith pannier* to carry their provisions 
&c — : arrows the panniers, jvhich are of 
wicker, a kind of mattress is thrown, where- 
on they take it by turns to lie, and court 
repose, during tlicir joarncy. Females svhq 
can afford the expeuce, are more comfor- 
tably accommodated ; these travel in a 

kind of litter, called a Tataravan; with two 
pides fastened between two camels, one be- 
hind, the other before. The litter has a top 
and is surrounded by shabby, ill conliived 
Venetian blinds, which in the day, increase the 
suTocaling heat, but are of use during the 

nights 'which arc cold and piercing. E- 

\oiy camel carries skins of water, but before 
you have been many hours on the Desert, 
it becomes* of the colour of coffee. I was 
warned of this, and recommended to provide 
small guglets of porous earth, which after 
filling with purified water, slung to the top 
of my Tataravan ; and these with water me^ 
Ions, and hard eggs, proved the best refresh- 
ments I cduld have taken. The water by thi< 


means 
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moans was tolerably preserved; bid the mo- 
tion of the camels and tlie uncoiitii tnamiot, 
jn which (he vehicle is fas^ncd to them, made 
such a constant rumbling sound among' my 
pruvi$ioi)8j as to be CAceedingly annoying. 
Once I was sainted by a parcel of hard eggj 
breaking loose from their net, and pelting 
me complete!) : jt was foitunate that thij 
were boiled, oi I should have been in a prctiy 
trim; to this may be added the frequent vio- 
lent jerks, occasioned by one or other of tl"; 
poles slipping out of its wretclied fasteuiini, 
so as to bring one end of the litter to the 
ground; and you may judge how pleasing 
this made of trav elling must h e. 

At our first outset, ihc noieliy of five' scene, 
and the consolation 1 felt, on leaving 
a place which had hccii productive of .so 
much chagrin, and so many too well found- 
ed apprehensions, wrought an agreeable 
change ou my hanassed feelings — ; but 
when we had proceeded some distance op 
he Desert; when all traces of human habi- 
tation had vatiiblied— ; when every sign of 
cultivation disappcaicd; and even vegetation 


was 
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wtis confined to a few low stragp^ling shriiBs/ 
tliat seemed to stand between lile and death 
08 iiardly belonging to cither — ; when the 
iinmeasui’dhlc plain lay around me^ a burn-' 
ing son darled his fierce rays from above, 
nod 110 asylum was visible in front, my ve- 
1 ’} lioait sunk within me. — I am sure }ou 
will do justice to niy feelings, the laic Ca- 
taslroplie being deeply imprinted on my mind, 
and iiuiecd never absent lioin it. For he woild, 
you should not have known what Was pass- 
ing there, when I made so light of the 
journey in my letter from Grand Cairo. 

In the midst of these soul-subduing reQcc- 
lions, the guides gave notice of a body, ap- 
jiarenlly much larger than our own, being 
within view of Us. — All the sufferings related 
by the poor Freneh gentleman, my active 
imaginalion now' pourtrayed, as about to be 
iiillielcd on me. INIy dear Parents, my sis- 
ters, cried I, w'ill never see me more! — 
should they learn iny fate what agonies will 
theji not endure! — but never can they coii- 
ceive half the terrible realities, that I may 
be doomed to undergo! Happily, for 

P 2 

once. 
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(Once^ my fears outwent the truth ; — the parly sd 
dreaded^ turned off in pursuit of some other prey, 
or perhaps intimidated by ^our formidable ap- 
pearance, left us unmolested. 

It is impossible even amidst fear and sus- 
pense not to be struck with the exquisite 
beauty of the nigljts here ; a perfict'y cloud- 
less sky, and the atmosphere so clear, that 
the stars shine with a I'nlhancy, infinilely 
suipassing^ any thing 1 hue v itncssed else- 
where. Well miglit the uiuient Egyptians 
become expert astroiuuncis, possessing* a cli- 
mate so fa\nuiablc to that stud^ ; nor were 

I 

we less indebted to those Ilcavenlv lumma- 
i-ies; since, by tiicii* refulgent lig*ht, and unearv- 
ing* revolutions, the e’liidi's cross these 4:rack- 
less Deserts with cerl'xinty, and like the mari- 
ner, steer to the desired haven. 

You will perceive, that my boast of having 
crossed the Desert, like a lion, was not 

literally just; but then remember, it was 

Ins strength, not his courage to which I al- 
luded; for it is true that, considering how 

much I had suffered in Cairo, I really did per- 
form the journey well, and on the second day 

being 
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being convinced by Mic behaviour of soiriti 
eround niCj bow gro.itly, dejection increased 

the actual evils of 01^1’ fiitualiou , I rallied 

my %j>iu(s to tlie utmosi, and lifting up my 
heart in graiiltulo (o (he Alniigldy, for having 
thus far supported rts, I determined to trust 
in bis goodnesSj and not desert myself. 

On this day I ua-. exceedingly aTected by 
the siiflerings of one of our party — iMr. Tay- 
lor, going out as assistant surgeon on the 
Bengal establishment. I Is complained of ill- 
ness when vve sat out, and seemed over- 
whclincd with melancholy. He had been 
plundered of all by the Arabs had sustain- 

ed \arioas inisfurluiics, and of late, appeared 
to be • ^consumptive. The exliome heat 
of the weather so ovci powered him, that he 
resigned all hope of life, and at length, in a 
fit of despondency, uctuaily allowed himself to 
slide down from his Irorse, that lie might die 
on the ground. JMr. Pay seeing him fall, ran 
to assist him, in regaining Kis seat, but he 
earnestly begged to be loft alone, and per- 
mitttd to die in peace. It was impossible to 
inspire him with hope and he appeared 


to 
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lo have so liUle I Jid not bolifV«f 

that, ^vilh so strong a j)Jvdi!rctiou for death, 

lie could ha\e been kept ijlive : jet to see 

a fine joiiiig^ man, a count] \m'ni and feiloiv- 
traveller exjiiiing* among*-! ns, without <itriv- 
ing to the last to preseixe liim, would have been 
iiihumaii. HI hank (md, our (''iivs co f^n pre* 
\ai!ed that he is st.Il w ilh ns, Ihougl] his dis- 
order is now continued, and hi-, nn IcMirhoIy 
hut little abated — He thanks us for life, as if 
grealefiil for our aiteiu.o.i, but not fur the gift. 
I fear his heart bivakiag*, as well as hi8 
€Oiutitutioii. 

^Vlien iny mind Avas a little rc1ie\cd on 
poor r account, 1 had leisnic to think 

otth« horaes; ivooUcct how ‘pailial I 

ever A>a 3 to these noble aiii.naK ; luui ve 
ItidscvCial witn of sac!, s-iii j, i! ir hi duly 
and docility^ that fhciy \voiiiil hiue aitiaclcd 
the attention, 1 had aliitost f.'ij the airotlioii, 
ofthe most indifforeiit speci.ilor. The wrcteli- 
ed creatures saflerod so m leh f.oia heat and 
thirst, that their gioaniiij.^ lerr.hK*, and 

added to this an iiuolnnlaiy rattlinjv 
in the throat, qs if Ihoy ncrc on the pohil 

el’ 
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of expiriiif^, so Hint one heard thwn with a 
mixture of compassion arid horror extremely 
painful to bear: yelt notwithstanding that this 
continued for many hours, vve werfi so fortunate^ 
as not to lose a single horse in the Caravan, — 
AVitii (he dogs, we were less successful,^ — three 
very fine oiics sat out with us, but none survived 
—one of them was the most beautiful Italian 
gro} hound, I ever beheld; — lie cost seven 
guincuG at Venice. The lUi»t day he got 

tolerably well forward; but, diiriu^ the second 
his strength Jailed, and he appeared to sulVer 
excniciating pain from the heat. ^Vhell he 
was in the most trigiiluil state,, his toiic^uc 
hang'iiia; out of hi.'< inoutb, his eyes wildly 
Sitaring', .and altog'otber presenting,' the idea of 
.nadness, rather tli.iu death, his master Mr. 

T !iad the modesty to bring him to me, 

and request that I would admit him into 

* t* 

my 'rataravun I hojie no person will accuse 
me of inlmmanity, for refusing to receive an 
'iinimal in that condition, — self-preservation 
forbade my compliance. I felt that it would 
he weaknc.ss, instead of compassion, to sub- 
ject myself to such a risk ; and you may fee 
certain, my sympathy was not increased for 

iU 
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its owner, when he solemnly assured rae, bjp 
way of infort iiijj his intreaty, that it would 
cost him a Ic.^s severe pahg’, to sec his own 
father thus Suilerin^-, than he then felt — I 
was induced to credit this assertion ; knowing* 
that when last in England, lie had remained 
there seventeen months without visiting* tiie 
old gentleman ; thougii he acknowledged hav* 
ing* been within J50 miles of his residence. 
A very short time after this, the poor creatura 
dropt down gasping, but ere he had breathed 
his last, a brutal Arab, cut him to pieces 
before his masters face ; and on his expressing* 
angpr at his cruel behaviour, ran after him 
with a drawn scymitor — you may judge from 
this incident, what wretches wc w,c*re cas^, 
amongst. 

We found Suez a miserable place, — litlla^ 
better than the Desert which it bounds, and 
were, as probably I have already told you, 
impatient to get on board, where we found 
every portable necessary of life had been 
carried off. We had been pretty well pil- 
laged ourselves, and eould therefore synipa- 


th'iza 
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thia* WHIi the -losersj as well aS lament otir 
own personal irtconveniency, however, thank 
Heaven that we ^scaped as we did ; — 
ever they catch me on ' their Q^sert a^idj 
1 think I shall.deserve- all they can inflict. 

Our passage down the Red iSea was plea- 
sant^ the wind' being constantly ' favourable,’ 
but afforded no obje'ct of interest, save tho 
distant view of Mount Horeb, which asrain 
brought the flight of the children of Israel 
to my mind; and you may be sure, I did 
not wonder that they sought to quit the 
land of Egypt, after the various specimens 
of its advantages that 1 have experienced. 

The pnly vessels we saw, were those built 
for the co’nveyance of coffee, for which thiS* port 
is famous; — tl>cy are so bulky, clumsy, and 
ttrangely cci\struct< d, that one might almost 
take tlietn for flpating mountains. 1 cannot 
be expected to say a great deal of my ship- 
mates, having bqeq so short ^ a time toge- 
ther, hut to own the troth,, dp not^ look 
forward to jpuch , comfort, wliere the ,,el^ 
mcnls are 'so di,scord|^i^ ;— rhpvtjve^, a| jwrf 

Q 

t* 



fd touch at Calicut oft the Coa»t of Mala- 
Wr, you shall from thence have the particU- 
le^: for, by that time ,we shall be pretty 
Well familiarized with each other. May the 
detail be more agreeable than my present 
ideas will warrant me in supposing. 

Let me now proceed to say a few words 
of Mocha, which is a pretty considerable place, 
wailed round, and guarded by soldiers, — It 
appears to great advantage after Suez, 
being plentifully supplied with fruit and 
vegetables; — the provisions not bad, and the 
water excellent. The worst I know of it, is 
the excessive heat, which is even beyond that 
of Cairo. Our sailors have a proverb, that 
there is only a sheet of paper bclw.e*en that 
and 'another place — too shocking to be menti* 
hned — 1 should yet say there were many 
sheets; for w'e have really met with so much 
kindness and hospitality here, as to make us 
almost forget the heat. 

The principal trade is carried bh by Ba- 
hians and Rajaputs, (as they are called, tho’ 
1 cannot yet tell why) Who come here from 
Cotnfortable littlo fortunes and 

return. 
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^seturn. A family of the former^ consisting, 
of three brothers, named George, have sViewix 
ns every ptossible ^ scttention ever since we 
landed, and the Clt,ovaUer do St. Lubin, a 
French gentleman, of elegant manners and 
superior information, has treated us, in the 
most sumptuous style. It is whispered among 
the English,, here, that Mons De St. L— — 
has been on a mission from the French Court 
to llyder Ally, for the express purpose of 
sowing the seeds of discord between him, and 
the English; and that he has to a great de- 
gree succeeded ; how far this is true, we 

cannot yet say, but so intirely was Mr. Ful- 
ler, one of our passengers, persuaded of the, 
fact, that he just now proposed we 
should arrest the Chevalier, who is about tQ 
proceed in a day or two to Europp. How 
far Mr. F may be politically right, I can- 

not tell ; but my heart revolted at tlm idea of 
receiving every mirk of attention from a 
roan one hour, and on bare, suspicion, mak- 
ing him a prisoner the next ; and most truly 
(lid I rejoice when tliis scheme was overruled. 
There should be very sufficient reasons for 

Qa 
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eoTtiluetj 80 despotic and apparently un^atcfol, 
and we certainly were not in possession of do- 
cuments to authorise such a procedure. I 

A 

am much better pleased fliat tliis gentleman 
should return peaceably to bis native country, 
and forward iny letters to you, which he has 
promised on his honour to do, and to se- 
cure them amongst his papers. — 1 

might im%e written twice as much if 1 chose. 

And now my dear Friends, I must again 
hid you adieu, I trust my next accounts will 
be more pleasant, than this sad detail must 
prove, and that I shall meet letters at Cal- 
cutta, with good news of you all. My heart 
aches with thinking of the distance between us ; 
but after surmounting so many dillicuUies' and 
happily escaping from so many dangers; I 
feci inspired with hope for the future. 

Ever most affectionately your’s 

E. P. 


LETTER XI. 
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rX.'TTEr^ XT. 

On Da>;Ard, the N AVifAi.! V* at Sea. 

S8:ti October 1779. 

Mr I^Fjn 'ricrKxrs. 

K • 

I .wrote you from r/J<sr!in. in cIjI.'* the l,>th 
Soptomh-’i'i h;V- the QIH'^aji;'r do St. Luhin 
iiuo has mo5it solcpui'y to forward 

my letter, atid i liu&t will, heep ids word. 

^Ve have now hecn Tsix works at fioit. and 
in the covti’^n of a fow d)ys Impc to reach 
• Calicut Qar pusis.r^c' acros-j the Indian 
, Ocean* ^ we found very ])!casant: the Monsoon 
heinj^ ap:ainst us, uiade it tedious, but no 
boisterous seas had we to contend with, tt* 
in tlie -Wediterranean : — all has been calm, ra- 
sy'and free from alarm of every kind bitlierto; 
fortunate indeed may we deem ourselves in 
having experienced such fi.jc weather; for 
our sl»ip is not half laden and has not Cargo 
enough to keep her steady. You will now 
expect me to say some thing of those Avith 

whom 
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wlirttn \rc-fire roopeJ up, but my nccounti 
will iKjt be very satisfactory, altboug'h suffi- 
clentl}'^ i at resting to us — to begin then. 

The A^oman, of whom I entertained some 
suspicion from t!ie first, is 1 am now credi- 
bly ikifDrmed, one of the very lowest C'l’a- 
tuies taken off the streels in London; she is 
BO p.rfectlj/ ^depraved in disposition, that her 
supreme delight consists in rendering every- 
body around her, miserable. It would be 

doing her too much honour to stain my paper 
with a detail of the various artifices she dai- 
ly practices to that end. Her pretended Inis- 

band having been in India before, and giv- 
ing himself many airs, is looked upon as a 

jiorson of mighty consequence, whom .nobody 

• •* 

chooses to offend; therefojc Madam has full 
scope to exercise her mischievous talents, 
wlicrein he never controuls her — not but 
that he perfectly understands how to make 

hiimelf feared; coercive measures are sn 7 ne 
times resorted to ; it is a common expressi- 
on of the, lady, Lord bless you, if 1 

did such, or su h a thing, T. would 

maJse net more (o do, but knock me dovvn 

like 
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like an ox.” I freqnenf’y amuse mj’self 
•with examining their countenances, where 
ill nature has fixed Jier Empire so firmly, that 
I scaiccly believe either of theip ever smil- 
ed unless maliciously. Miss Howe's descrip- 
tioii of Salines, in Clarissa Harlowc, recurs to 
to me as admirably suiting this mAnhh pair 
—to that I refer you. 

Chenu, the Captain, is a mere Jack in 
office;” being unexpectedly raised to that 
post from second mute, by the death of poor 
Cupt Vanderfield and his chief officer on the 
fatal Desert, is become from this circum-» 
stance so insolent and overbearing, ' that evb- 
ry one^detests him. Instead of being ready 
to accommodate every person with the few 
necessaries left by the plundering Arabs, he 
constantly appropriates them to Iwmself. 

*' Wliere’s the Captain’s silver spoon ? God bless 
iny soul. Sir, you have got my chair, must* 
yon be seated before the captain ? What 
have you done with the Captain's glass?” and 
a great deal fiore of the same kind ; but this 
may serve as a specimen. And altho’ the 
wretch half starves us, he frequently makes 


com- 
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C(;nipansi!>nsf heMw^^w his lab^s and thaC 
of an Indiaman^ which v/e diircj not contradict 
while in hisp:)*tvcr; tell^ rt^y now', should yott 
not doat cu^lhfcc such caTis»>aui(>ns for « 
lonj?; vovaj;e? — hiif I h:\vc a fourth wlio 
at least, ii:cvlis in lyc nd.ii d to the triumvir- 
ate ; liis uaine I II litqr. I'unisler ft 

LiiWj a n^uri of ti e \cry lin t fusldon 1 assure 
yon, and who v.nck! fakit; at t!ie ll.ou^ht of 

any tlsing' P-i; !;: T ^vns oue clay slicw- 

iug liim a very hoadsome sih.cr Liiicd frvvord, 
which he grcaliy Uvimiicd, till thaucing to 
cast his eye cm tlic st vdihaid he read Royal 
Exchange. Tcke year i.\veid** said l.e, its 
sm’prizin;^ a 1na11ur .3u11roer.se fchouUl ccsnimit 
fiicli an error; I'ur fi!’;}' «n!iicas 1 non’diiot 
have a City nauir'un rr.',' arllJ'.e of rrj/ dress; now 
St. James’s or I’. rid siivctj has a fZc//e/v«4( 
sound/ don’t \ou {Iii.ik so my dear friend? — • 
Now Would any one sa tins tine ii’esitie— 

• * •» o 

man’s father wai in Iradoj and he himself 
brought up in tliat vciy C:iy, he ejects to 
despise? very tine nevertheless — Quadrille he 
would not be {imnglit to know ; it is only 
played by the wi\cs and dau^hteis of l^’rades- 
menj in country t.'wns; I w;int to make you 

see 
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him ; figure to yourself a little mortal, hi| 
bod} constanly bent ^in a rhetorical attitude, as^ 
addressing the Court, and bis^face covered 
\vith scorbutic blotches. Happily from an af- 
lectatioii of singularity, be always wears spec- 
tacles. I say happily, as they serve to con- 
ceal the moot odious pair of little white 
ejes mine ever beheld. "VVhat Butler says^ 
of Hr.dibras— that 

he could not ope 

" Ills mouth, but out there flew a trope," 

1 

may literally be applied to this IIeaven*bori\ 
Orator, who certainly outdoes all I ever heard> 
in (he use of overstrained complim|»nts and far- 
fetched allusions. But with all those oddi- 
ties, were he only a good-natufed ^rcnlesji 
simpletoiv, flJio migfbt pUy^ him. At first 

he took so ipuch pains to ingratiate himsdf' 

*■ 

with us, that he became a sort of favorite j— 
bo many confessions of superior abilities in 

Mr. Fay. -such inlreatie% to^ spam 

him, when they should practise in the Coufts 
together,"*-^ studied attentioOi tn roe in tlid 

a 
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aunvtest article— ^effectually shielded him frota 
■mpiciotij 'till his end was answered^ of rais* 
ing a party against us^ by means of that 

e 

vile woman, who was anxious to triumph 
over me; especially as 1 have been repeat- 
edly compelled (for the Honour of the Sex) 
to censure her swearing, and indecent be- 
haviour. I have therefore little comfort to 
look forward to, fur the remainder of tho 
voyage. 

It is, however, only justice to name ]Mr. 
Taylor as an amiable, tho’ melancholy com- 
panion, and Mr. Manes'y an agreeable 
young man, under twenty, going out as a 
writer on the Bombay Establishment, from 
wbon 1 alv\ajs recchc the most respectful 
alietition. Mr. Fuller, is a middle aged 
man; it is easy to see, that he has been 
accustomed to genteel society. How dilTcrcnt 
hii manners from those of H——— ! Poor mau 
he has, it seems, fallen into the hands of char- 
pers, and been completely pillaged. He has the 
- finest daik eyes, and one of the most intelligent 

Cduntenancet' 1 ever met with. His trip to 

♦ 

.^fScngal is, I doubt, a last resource. May it 


nrovA 
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]irov« successful. I have no enmity toward* 
him; for though he has joined the other par- 
ty, it is evidently with reluctance. Mr. 
Moreau a niusicbn, going out* to India to 
exercise his profession, is very civil and atten- 
tive, 

Dissentions have run very high on hoard. 
The very day after we sailed from Mocha, a 
sudden quarrel arose between the Captain, and 
H — the Banister; on which the ship was 
ordered about, and they were going ashore in 
a great hurry to decide it ; but by the interpo- 
tion of friends, they were prevailed upon to 
curb their wrath, ’tdl their arrival at Cali- 
cut, as* in case of an accident, no odicef 
remained to supply Chenu's place. About 
a month after, they were reconciled ; and so 
ended this doughty aQair. 

I had almost forgotten to mention Pierot,’ 
the purser of the ship — lively, well inform- 
ed little Frenchman^— -full of anecdotes and 
always prepared with a repartee; in short, 
the of the party. He singe an ezcel- 

B a 
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^nt song, and has as many tricks, as A 
Wnkey. I cannot help smiling at his sallies, 
though they are frequently levelled at me$ 
Ibr he Is one of my most virulent persecu- 
tors. Indeed, such is our general line of con- 
tluct; for, having early discovered the con- 
federacy, piudencc determined us to go mildly 
on, seemingly blind to what it was heyond 
)»ur power to remedy. Never intermeddling m 
their disputes, all endeavours to draw us into 
V]uarrels are Mainly exerted — : indeed 1 des- 
pise them too much to be angry. 

During the first fortnight of our voyage my 
foolish complaisance stood in my way at 
table ; but 1 soon learnt our genteel maxim was 

catch as catch can", — the longest arm 
fared best; and you cannot imagine what a 
good scrambler 1 am become, — a dish once 
seized, it is lAy care, to make use of my good 
fortune : and no\v provisions tanning very 
abort, we are grown quite savages; two or 
three of Us perhaps fighting for a bone ; for 
ttiefe is no reject of persons. The wretch oi 
jj^ captain wanting our passage money for 

toothing 
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rerused to lay in a sufficient rinahlity 
of stock ; and if we do not soon reach o«r 
Port, what mast be the consequence. Heaven 
knows. * 

After meals 1 generally retire in my cabin, 
where I find plenty of (snployment, having 

made up, a dozen shirts for Mr. F * 

but of some cloth, I purchased at Mocha, 
to replace part of those stolen by the Arabs 
'——Sometimes I read French and Italian, 
and study Portuguese. I likewise prevailed 
on Mr. Fay, to teach me short- hand ; in 

consequence of the airs H. gave him" 

self because he was master of this art, and 
^^had taught his sisters to correspond wilh him 
\|ii it. The matter was very easily accom- 

plished, ^in short I discovered abundant 

methods of making my time pass usefully, 
and not disagreeably. How often since, in 
this situation have 1 blessed God, that he has 

f 

been pleased to endow me with a mind, ca- 
pable of furnishing its own amusement, in des- 
pite of every means used to discompose it. . 
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4tu November. 

We are now in sight of the Malabar bill% 
•n(^ expect to reach Calicut either this eveniiigi 
®r tomorrow ; I shall conclude tliis letter, ^ 
Sind send it under charge of Mr. Manesty, 
to forward it from Bombay. lam in tofcrablo 
health, and look with a longing eye, towards 
Bengal, from whence I trust my next will 
he dated. The climate seems likely to agree 
very well with me, 1 do not at all mind 
the heat, nor does it aOect either my spi* 
liU, er my appetite. I remain 

Ever affectionately your’s. 

E. P. 


LETTER XII3 
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LETTER. Xir. 

Calicut, 12tii Fecruary, 17B(X 
J\Iy Dtcjn Fnir?rns. 

It was my determination never to write to 
you, dariu|^ llie state of dreadful Captivity in 
which we have Ion" been held, but liavinj^ 
hopes of a release, think I inay now ven- 
ture to pfivc 3 'oii some account of our suffer- 
ing's, which have been extreme, both in 
I'Ody and mind, for a period of fifteen 
wpcks, which we hnve spent in wretched 
conlinenjent, totally in the power of Barba- 
rians. 

1 must premise that, such is the harrnsslh^ 
confusion of my mind, and tlie weakness 
of my nerves, (hat I can merely offer 5 'ou a 
simple slatement of facts, and even that 
must necessarily be incorrect; for incessant 
anxiety and constant anticipation of more in- 
tolerable evils, have totally unhinged mj 
faculties., God knows whether I may ever 
recover them; at present all is confused and 

clouded- 
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cloutleJ. ReBections o» the importance 
our speedy arrival in Bengal, which so ma- 
ny circiunslances had Contributed to pre- 
vent, and the apprehension lest pur delay 
*h6uld afford time to raise serious obstacles 
“gainst Mr. Pay's admission into ‘the, Court, 
as an advocate, had long been as many 
daggers, piercing my vitals : add to this the 
heart breaking thought ,what immense' tmeta 
lie between me and thoso dear dear friends, 
whose society alone can render me complete', 
iy happy. Ejven were the most brilliant success 
to crown our future views, never could I , 
know comfort, 'till the blessed moment arrive, 
when I shall clasp you all to iny fond heart, 
without fear of a future separation;' except 
by that stfoke, to which we must all submit ; 
and which has been suspended over my head- 
as by a single hair. , I. trust that I have been 
spared, to afford me the means of proving 
more substantially than by words, how inesti- 
^atcly precious, absence lias made you in 
my sight.*— Well may it be said that, the, 
^epriyttion of a blessing enhances its value; 

my affection rises now to a pilch of 
l^nsipm, nf which I knew not that my heart 


was 
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Mraa capable; — but which has been its conso« 
lation, amidst all the horrors of imprisonment 
and sickness: no <3on^ctiial mind to which 
I could declare iny feelings ; a«rc of meet- 
ing with sympathising affection, as I so delight- 
fully experienced in the company of my beloved 

eibter But 1 forget that all this while you 

are impatient to hear how we fell into so dis- 
tressing a situation; take then the particulars. 

I told you in my last that wc expected to reach 
Cdicut very shortly, and accordingly next 
da^', on the (to me over memorable) 5th 

Ik 

November, wc anchored in the Uoads, and 
to our great concern saw no English flag up. 
in a short time we were surrounded by vessels 
which approached us with an air of so much 
hostility that we became seriously alarmed, 
— with one exception; this was the redoubta- 
ble Mrs. Tulloli. She had frequently, in the 
course of the voyage, expressed a violent de- 
sire' for some species of adventure, — a pas- 
sion for some romantic danger, on which 
she could descant hereafter; and far from 
congratulating herself on having arrived at 
Gi'and Cairo, when the Caravan was setting 

S . 
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ofT in safety, she ever expressed a wish, that 
«/ie had been present during' that period of 
terror and confusion, of which she envied us 
the participation. On Iiearing Chenu declare 
that, he feared he must make a shexo of en- 
gaging, notwithstanding (he deficiencies under 
which he laboured, and which evidently ren- 
dered the idea of resistance on our part, a 
mere farce; since we had neither arms, am- 
munition, nor men on board sulTicient to abide 
the contest, she positively insisted on having' 
a chair brought upon deck, in which she was 
determined to sit, and see the engagement ; 
observing that, it was the next best thing to 
escaping’ from shipwreck. — Having no anjbi- 
tion to play the Heroine in this way/ I re- 
solved on going below, and exerting, (should 
it be necessary) my limited abilities in assis- 
ting Mr. Taylor, who bad agreed to olHciate 
as Surgeon — not feeling myself inclined to 
brave horrors of this nature, for the mere 
love of exhibition. Most probably had the mat- 
ter become serious, she would not have been 
permitted to indulge her fancy; but by de- 
grees our suspicious visitants sheered off, 
y i^hp ut venturing to commence an attack, 

seeing 
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seeing us apparently so well prepared to re- 
sist them ; and we flattered ourselves that 
our fears had beeft altogether groundless. 

The next morning II— —and two others, 
going on shore to reconnoitre brought back 
intelligence, tliat we might be all safe in the 
Danish Factory, on condition of our passing 
for Dajies; — as a misunderstanding actually 
subsisted between Hyder Ally and the Eng- 
lish. Mr. Passavunt, the Danish Consul, had 
been on board meanwhile, and given us 
pretty ^nearly the same information, and from 
others we soon learnt a circumstance, 
which conlirmed our apprehension, that some 
mischief was brewing. — tliis was the departure 
of Mf. Freeman, the English Consul, who 
had left the place some weeks before, taking 
with him his furniture and effects, — a posi- 
tive proof that he supposed hostilities were 
about to comtnence ; as it has been found a 
common procedure in these cases, for Asiatic 
Princes to begin a War, by imprisoning the 
Embassadors or Residents, of coarse, a wise 
man will fly when the storm lowers. 

S 2 
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Now our most worthy follow- pnssenjjprsj 
had privately agreed to continue tlicir journey 
by land, and rejoiced in the oppoifnnity 

of leaving us. in the lurch: they therefore 

accepted Mr. Passavant’s invitation imme- 
diately, without coH.suUtng us. At first this bciia- 
viour alFeclcd me a good deal and I re.soivcd to 
follow them ; — Mr. Fay concurring in opinion — 
But on calm reflection, we judged it most 
prudent to learn what « reception they met 
with, before we ventured on such slippery 
ground. On Sunday Chenu dined on hoard; 
and appeared very earnest lor our quitting 
the Ship: hut we did not attend to liis 
persuasions. The Gunner who had charge 
of the vessel was a very respectable man, 
and we had lately held many conversation# 
with him; he had a vile opinion of the Cap- 
tain, believing that money would tempt him 
to commit any act, however atrocious ; and 
bad resolved in case an armed force 

9 

Wfis seen approaching the siiip, to cut and 
run down to Cochin, with all the sail he 
could set, — but alas ! before Chenu left us 
this day, he ordered all the yards to be 
struck, saying he should slay six weeks, 
was doubtless done to frighten us, and 

to 
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to induce os to go on slidre'; but !m vitig tak- 
en our resolution, vve w<Te not to J»e mov- 
ed ; especially as he dropped some dai'k 
hints, respecting the situolion of those, who 
iccre there; in so imich that we* had reason 
to think our only chance of escaping itnprj- 
fioiunent, Avas by remaining where we were. 
Meantime intelligence reached us from vari- 
ous quailors, tliat disputes ran high hetweeu 
the Captain and passengers, about the re- 
maining half of their pcssage money. As 
they proposed leav ing the ship there, he de- 
manded payment; which they refused till they 
should arrive in Bengal. 

■ On the 8th came Lewis, Hare’s servant, 

for his own clothes; he brought news that 

a challenge had again passed between his 
master and Chemi, on the occasion of his mas- 
ter’s trunks being stopped for the passage 
money — he left them on the point of deciding it 
when he came off’. You may suppose we 
became exceedingly anxious to learn the 
event, but had soon other matters to engross 
our attention. 

During the three days we staid here, after 
every one eli»e departed, boats full of people; 


were 
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were continually coming on board by per* 
mission of our worthy Captain, under pre- 
tence of viewing the ship, we thought 

this rather odd; but John the Gunner being, 
as 1 observed before, a prudent steady man, 
we trusted to his discretion. About four, on 
Monday afternoon, I was sitting in the 
round-house at work, when a large boat 
came along side, with more than twenty 
ar:neimen in her; — one of then shewed a 
•written chit as he called it from Cne.rn ; not- 
withstanding which, Joltn insisted on their 
leaving their arms behind them — this, they 
at length complied with, and were then per- 
' mltted to enter. 1 ran down hilf frighlcnod 
to Mr. Fay, who was reading in our ca- 
bin, and told him the affair. Pho, said 
he, it is impossible they should mean 
any harm: are wo not under the .pro- 
tection of the Danish flag?” this silenced 
me at once, and he went upon deck to see 
the issue. All this white our visitors feigned 
to be mighty ignorant, and inquisitive, peep- 
ing into every bole and corner, as if, they 
never saw such a sight in their lives— pur- 
posely ' dallying on the time Hill ju?t dark, 

when 
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when to my great joy they departed. A hea- 
vy squall came on, which they sheltered from 
under tlie ship's steyn, there another boat 
met them, and after some parley, they both 
(as 1 thought) went away. 

But in a few minutes down came Mr. Fay 
you must not be alarmed, said he, I have 
news to tell you : — we are to have a hundred 
and iitty Seapoys on board to night!” Sca- 
poys : lor what! “ Why the English are com- 
ing to attack Calicut— Chcnu has promised 
Suuder Khan, the Govcrnoi’, h’s assistance, 
who has sent these troops for our defence” — 
Oh Mr, F — ” replied I, tliis is a very 
improbable s<ory, lor God's sake suffer not 
these p.,oplc to entt'r the ship, if you can 
avoid it; ctl.ovwihe we are ruined. I see 
plainly this is a second Suez business”; (for 
by the same treacherous pretext they gained 
possession of the ships there) and at that in- 
stant, all that those unfortunate men suffered, 
coming fresh into my mind, I really thought 
1 should have fainted — Seeing that I was 
rendered more unea^ by being kept in sus- 
pense, he how acknowledged, that under fa- 
vour of the night, a large party, headed by 
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Capl, AyrcSj an Englishman in Hycler's 
a^jrvice, laid already made good their en- 
trance. The CoiiKiiaiider^ had indeed related 
ll)e above nonsensical tale to our Gunner^ as 

c 

an excuse for his proceeding ; Init did not 
Bcem himself to CMpecl, it woiiiil gain belief: 
- -however being nearly destitute of Arms and 
Ammunition (the Arabs had taken care of 
that) Wiiat could wc do, but ivcoinmciul our. 
selves to the X)ivine Protection ? which 1 may 
truly say> was never more caVncslly solicited 
by inft. — When tin; rodoubtcihlo Cuplain Ajivs 
had settled every thing upon Deck, he fa- 
voured us with his couipaiiy below. — this 
tientleinaa is in groat power, and had a 
large sliare iu the subse< 2 ucut transactions, I 
must here devote a few moments to* giving 
you a little sketch of his history. 

lie was born in London, and at the usual 
age bound apprentice, to a saddler; but be- 
ing a lad of spirit, and associating with other 
promising youths of similar talents, and 
courage, he soon found an employment more 
suited to his active genius; in a word, he be- 
.came a Gentleman Collector on the Highway/. 
This post he maiutaiued several yeajra, and if 

we 



C 137 J 

W« may credit what he relatea when in a 
boastiaji^ humour^ performed many notable, ex- 
ploiU; it is true sometiines got inclosed 
within the hard gripe of the Law, but al- 
ways found means to liberate himself, from 
it, 'till on one unlucky trial, proofs ran so 
strong against him, that in spite of money 
and friends, (which in his case were never 
wanting) he was Capitally convicted; though, 
afterwards, pardoned on condition of trans- 
portation for life — This induced him to enlist 
for the East Indies, where he exercised hit 
former profession, and was twice imprisoned 
at Calcutta on suspicion; but having acted 
cautiously, nothing positive appeared against 
him : s,o by way of changing the ,scene, he 
was dra’ughtcd olF for Madras, where finding 
his favourite business rather slack, and his 
pay insufficient to support him without it, our 
hero determined on deserting to Hyd^r 
Ally, which resolution he soon found meant 
to put in practice, — carrying with him two 
hoi-ses, arms, accoutreraentfb wearing apparel, 
and every thing else of value he ^eould lay 
.hands on, to a pretty cpnsidt^blo amount. 

T 
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shew of property, (no matter how tlc- 
^nired) |^ve him couscqncnce with .1 t 3 f'ler, 
who immediately promote^ him to the rank 

of Captain, ^ Being a thorongh paced viliian, 
he has during these seven years taken the 
lead in every species of barbarity. — lie even 
advised his General, who is Governor of tl;is 
Province, to massacre all the natives by way 
of quelling a rebellion which had arisen. — ■ 
*rhe least punishment inflicted by him was cut- 
ting olf the noses and ears of thofee miserable 
■♦vretches. Whose hard fate subjected them to 
his tyranny. In short a Volumfe would not 
contain half the enormities perpetrated by this 
disgrace to human nature — but to proceed. 

At sight j of him I shuddered involuntarily, 

f 

though at that time ignorant of his real 
character. Such an air of wickedness and 
ferocity Overspread his features. The ser- 
geant who accompanied, him was (always ex- 
cepting his mastOr) the most horrid look-^ 
1l)g creature, 1 verily belietre, in existence : 
from such another j>air the Lord - defend 
ipe! Ajfres told me, with tho utmost in* 
difference that the people dt the Factory 
all been fighting duels f — ^that Mr. 

Passavant 
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Passavant the Danish Chiefs had aeni fbt ft 
guard to separate them; and that the Gover- 
nor finding the «hip had no oafner^ as 
all these disputes arose about^ dividing the 
spoil, had thought proper to take possession 
of her in the J^abab’s name, until matters 
wore inquired into; after wiiich he fa^thfuUy 

pri)inised to restore her, without the least em- 
bc:i;;lement — the love of Justice only induc- 
ing him thus to act. 

Tiiongh we perceived the fallacy of these 
pretences, yet as it was useless to argue with 
the vile instrument of oppression, we only 
requested to be set free on shore with .our 
ellects. This he engaged for, and even of- 
fei’cd to take charge of any valuables or 

■ ' n » 

money — ^You may be' sure w# pleaded pover- 
ty; declaring that except our clothes, (which 
could be no object in a country . where so 

few are worn) a guinea would purchase a)l 
we possessed ; iu the mean tinie we requested 
a guard to protect our persons from insult. — 
Having pledged his Honour fur our security, 
the captain, retired. You will believe that deep 

.T» 

a 

did 
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did not visit our eyelids that nifjit : The 
fright had disordered me so much, thiit a 
violent retching came on, sr.rcetdcd by a 

strong fever, twhich occasioned dreadful pains 
in my limbs. In the midst of these evciu- 
ciationg tortures, I hoard Ayres toll his Ser- 
jeant, that orders ere come to plunder the 

* 

Sbip^ and make all the officers prisoners in 
the Round-house. 

Can any thing be imagined more distressing, 
than my situation without the means ofrclirf, 
— no possibility of obtaining advice, and no fe- 
male to whom I could look for succour or as- 
sistance. This was about two in the morning, 

these words sounded like the sig.nal of 

* 

death in my cars. Immediately a par- 
ty of armed men surrounded our Ca- 
bin, and demanded entrance. 1 clung 
round my husband and begged for God’s 
sake that he would not admit them ; for 
■what could be expected from such wretches 
but the most shocking treatment. All this 
while there was such a noise without, of 
breakihg and tearing, to come at their plun- 
der^ as convinced me that should we once 

lose 
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lose sight of our little i)roj)ei(y, evcr^ thing 
iprtS lost ; at first they .were pacified on being 
told tJiat I was asleep, but soon grew out 
of patience, brandished thoir sfymiters and. 
one man who spoke a little English, threat- 
ened with horrible execrations to lunrder us, 
if we did not iustanl/j/ comply wsih their 

demands, and open the door. Mr. Fay 

drew his sword on tliis declaration, swearina: 
solemnly that he would run the first man 
through the body, vvlio should presume to 
enter his wife’s apartment, llis air of re- 
solution and menacing actions, had their ef- 
fect so far, as to prevent them from break- 
ing open the door; the top of which being 
sashed, *J beheld through it, their terrific 
countenances, and beard tlicm incessantly call- 
ing ao, aOj" (in English come.) This word 
has made an impression on me, which is in- 
describable. 1 can never hear it pronounc- 
ed on the most common occasion, without 

trembling: but to return Mr. Fay now 

intreated me to rise if possible, being fear- 
ful he could not keep them much longer at 
bay, I endeavoured to comply ; but the' ago- 
nising . pains I suffered, and the extrema 

weak- 
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tveakness brought on by fever, rendered 
it iaipossible for me to. stand upright; there 
■was however no remedy — so by degrees I 
got my dotiies on (I recollect now that 
I must have been above an hour employ- 
ed in this business.) Through the glass 
door, I could see the villians outside, use 
meuauing- gestures, and urge n\e to make 

haste, — vowing vengeance on me if I kept 
them longer wailing. 

Expecting a strict search and being desir- 
ous of rescuing something from the general 
wreck, Mr. Fay contrived to conceal our 
watches in my hair, having first stopped 

their going by sticking pins in the ^Vhecls ; 

* 

ami t!ic little money we possessed, and what 
Biiiali articles I could take without exciting 
su.spiciun, were concealed about luy person. 
Thus equipped I crawled out, bent double, 
and in au instant, the Cabin was filled with 
Seapoys. I must here pause, and intreat my 
dear sister to imagine herself in my situation 
-at that dreadful moment; for no language 
can 1 fintk that would do jus'tice to my feel- 


But 
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But when 1 came on deck, the scene which 
presented itself would have appalled the stout- 
est heart; — mine already weakened by grief 

and apprehension, coul4 not jvvilhstand it. 
A sudden burnt of tears alone srvoJ from 
fainting. The poor sailors were sO distract- 
ed, that many of them could scarcely he res- 
trained from Jumping over board to escape 
slavery; — sometimes crying for their wages, 
aud asking the OiTicers to pay them ; who 
incapable of alfording any consolation, walked 
about like men bereft of reason: no wonder, 
since this fatal event would, to say the least, 
occasion them the loss of twelve month’s pay, 
exclusive of tlieir private ventures. 

We were immediately ordered on shore, 
together with the carpenter aud ship’s stew- 
ard ; — we demanded our baggage, but in 
vain; at length having represented the ne- 
cessity of a change of lined, a person was 
sent dovv'n with me, in whose presence 1 
put up a few common things, in a handker- 
chief, not being allowed to take any tbin|^. 
of value ; but having laid out a silk gowh 
the day before, to put on in case I went 

ashore 



ashore, 1 begged hard for that, and ob« 
tained it; though my hi^band tras not suf- 
fered to take a sccon^ coat, or even to 
change that lie had on. Our beds were 
likeivise refuse.l, lest they should contain 
valuables; aud upon deck the bundle was 
again examined in search of hidden trea- 
sure, but fj'uliiig iioliiing, they, contrary 

♦ 

to my expectations, searched no further ; but 
permitted us to leave the vessel unmolested; 
except that tb.ey bad the cruelty to toss aeve^ 
ral half extinguished Blue tig/its into the 
boat, the smoke of which, from the rancid 
pil, and abominable rags used in tkonr com- 
position, almost stilled me. At this time 

it rained hard, and continued to do^ so the 
whole day, which forced me to crefrp under 
the shelter of a kind of half deck, where I 
sat, bent double, for two long long hours, 
and then a remarkably high surf, pieveiit- 
ing large boats Irom lauding', we had no 
remedy but to go into a canoe, scarce- 
ly ^bigger than a butcher's tray, half full 

^ water, so that we reached the 

^bpre dripping wet Compare this ac- 

ccWit with the many chearful and 'flatter- 
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vng conversations we have held together 
on the subject of my arrival in Indict, 

What a striking difference! ^ is true we 

* • 

vvere in the hands of the natives ; but lit- 
tle did 1 imagine that any power on this 
Continent however independent would have 
dared to treat English subjects with such 
cruelty, as we experienced from thein« 

As if to aggravate our miseries by every 
species of insult they compelled us to walk 
above a mile thro’ a heavy sand, surrounded 
by all the mob of Calicut, who seemed to 
take pleasure in beholding the distress- of 
white people, those constant obj.ects of their 
envy and detestation. — When we had pro- 
ceeded about half way, bur Guards detained 
us nearly an hour, in an open Square, till 
the Governor's pleasure should be known. 
He sat a,U the while smoking his Hooka, 
and looking down upon us ; when haying 
Suilicaently feasted his eyes, h,e ordered us to. 
be taken* to the English, Factory— 4io# I 
dragged on my weary aching limbs, I kttbw- 
not. The rain still poured and as w.e 'went, 

V 
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B 1^ who had deserted from Madras, and 
was then a seijcant in Ilyder’s service, see- 
ing a country-woman in such distress, of- 
fered to procufc me an umbrella, but could 
not prevail pn the barbarians to stop, while 
he ran for it, though he was their oflicer. 
1 thanked the poor lad for his kind intention 
and Mr Fay insisted that 1 shuuldluke his hat, 
while he walked on bare-headed to the place 
of our confinement. But here I cannot des- 

cribe the horror which seized me on find- 
ing, we were totally in the power of \vrc<ch- 
esj who, for aught 1 knew, intended to .‘trip 
and murder us: why else were wc sent to .m 
empty house? — not a single chair to /it on, 
or any other bed than the floor. I'hese 
were my heart-breaking reflections, as I 
threw myself in despair on a window seat, 
wprn out with fatigue and want of nourish- 
ment ; without means of procuring even a 
draught of water to assuage my thirst, which 
grew excessive ; for the offer of a bribe would 
bftve been dangerous. 


In 
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til this miserable condition ive remained 
till two o’clock, when Mr. Passavant having 
heard of our misfortune, sent us a dinner; 
but his messenger had very jgreat difficulty 
ill obtaining admittance, with even this tem- 
porary relief. From him we leftrnt that, 
the other passengers were hitherto uncon- 
fined, but ^expected every moment to be made 
prisoners. After Mr. Pay had dined, (for 
iny anxiety continued so great, that exhausted 
as I was, 1 could not touch a morsel of 
what was brought) I besought him to look 
round for some place into which I might 
crawl, and lie down unseen by the Scapoys, 
that guarded us.. He was averse to this, lest 
they 'should imagine that we were seeking 
to escape, and make that a pretext for ill 
usage: — but perceiving that the sight of them 
prevented me from taking that repose, so 

necessary to recruit my poor worn out frame> 
be complied with my request, and having 
discovered a lumber-room leading out of tlv 
Veranda which surrounded the house, he 
assisted me into it— Here with my -little 

V a 
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tiundle for a pillow^ I stretched myself ort 
the floor^ amidst dirt and rubbish, and enjoyed a 
fine sleep of more than three^Iiours, when I awoke 
completely refreshed and entirely free front 
the dreadful tortures, which had racked me 

the whole night. 1 did not even feel any 

symptons of fever. 

Surprized and thankful for the change, 1 
joyfully went down to Mr. Pay, declaring 
that 1 would continue to make use of the 
lumber-room to sleep in, and as Mr. Passa- 
Vant had, during my nap, sent me a rattan 
couch, tho’ by the bye without either mat- 
tress, pillow, or musquito curtains, I was 
just going to have it conveyed there, when the 
place was found to be swarming with venom- 
ous reptiles; perhaps a hundred scorpions and 

centipedes happily I slept too -soundly to 

feel them, and 1 remained unmolested; but 
kad I moved hand or foot, what might have 

keen the consequence! 
r • 

The next morning ^e had a visit 
irom Mr, — , lees, it appeared, to condole 

Irkk us on such unexampled suffering, than 

to 
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to embrace the occasion of displaying tiis 
own eloquence; for which having a very 
strong passion^ it was.no wonder, if he thought 
the misfortunes of others proper^ subjects td 
expatiate on. Mounting bis rhetorical hobby- 
horse, the Oratefr harangued a long while, 
though to little purpose, endeavouring to 
turn our situation into ridicule; — olfored 
to convey letters for us to Bengal; — - 
pretended to be in raptures with the 
line view of t!ie Sea from our Veraii-’ 
da, uhich 1 hinted to him he might still have 
time to admire at his leisure, though he af- 
fected to be cc'i'tain of leaving Calicut in a 
few hours. At length he conclude'tl, by 
advising tnc to address a tender memorial 
t6 . iiyder Ally, whose general character for 
gallantry, would not admit of his refusing, 
any request made by a fair Lady. This 
was wonderfully witty in the speaker’s opi- 
nion, as you may - conceive, how fair the 
Lady in question looked. How a man 

could break a jest on a creature so bowed, 
down by affliction, 1 know not: but I an-., 
vy not his feelings. .. 


1 
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I forgot to tell you that, tlic duel between 
the Cftpiaitij and the Orator, was prevented by 
the guards doubtless to, the regret of these 
heroes. It^ seems the day they went on 
shore, Ayres accompanied by another Cap- 
tain of a pretty similar description, named 
West, made Mr. Passavant a visit, to lo )k 
at the strangers. Now as it was of the 

utmost importance, that tliey should remain 
undiscovered by srch dangerous j)coplc, and 
as their visitants, though iiiilerate, were siif- 
ficieiitly acute, all perceived immediately the 
necessity of being’ guarded .'—accordingly 
tl»ey, every one spoke Frencb, and this, 
together with their long wide coats, and 
preposterous hats, which had just .then be- 
come fashionable in England, clfectniilly 
shielded them from suspicion ; when behold, 
a sudden fit of Patriotism, aided by an irre- 
sistible fondness for exliibition, rendered the 
great Mr. H. incapable of persever- 

ing in deception. — “ What” exclaimed he, 
shall Englishmen harbour distrust of each 

" other! perish the ignoble idea! 

" be the consequences what they may, I will 
no longer restrain myself from embracing 

my 
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iiiy beloved country-men.” At the conclusi- 
on of this heroic speech, Suiting the ac- 
tiou to the words” advancing theatrically, 
l.e grasped the hand of Ayres/ and shook 
it, with such violence as if he meant to de- 
monstrate the excess of his joy and confi- 
dence, by dislocating the shoulder of his 
pewJy acquired friend. 

Tile most unreserved intimacy, immedi- 
ately took place between these congenial 
fouis, and it is asserted that unable to keep 

any secret from his bosom confidant, II 

was really so mad, (I may say, so cruel) 
as absolutely to acknowledge the ship to be 
Kngi4ish jjroperty. I could not have believed 
that his* folly and imprudence would carry 
him so far ; thus much is, however, undoubtedly 
fact, that the man in the spectacles is con- 
stantly pointed out, as the author of every 

mischief which followed^ It is surprizing 

how often we find weakness and malignity 
united, or rather let us say, that providence 
has thus ordained it, for the benefit of man- 
kind. Probably the former induced H— — to 
injure the p&rty to which he had attached 
tuinself: — the latter undoubtedly led him to 
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visit uis, for he could not. conceal his e\nlUi' 
tion at the circumstance of our accidcmlal 
capture in the Vessel, seeming* to involve us 
excluswefj/ hi hey fate. The unfeeling* wretch 
availed himself of this to lay a scheme, that 
had it been adequately secontied, must have 
brought on ouv destruction. 

Ayres was first prevailed on by large 
presents, to dissuade the Governor from 
confining thc7H, and that point gained, 
he pushed their interest forward thus, 

V These gentlemen” said he, '' have no con- 
corn I'cre of any kind ; besides, as 

they are people of the highest con* 
sequence, their detention would bring 

‘‘ half India on our back, so take* my ad- 
vice and let them go.” *■' ^Yell, but 

“ replies Sudder Khan,” what must I do with 
“ my prisoners.?” “ Oh keep them by all 
means” replies, Beehehuh, “ the man is 
a stout fellow, and after ' a little breaking 
in, will make a most excellent- soldier: 
sehd him and his wife up the country, 

there feed them on dry rice, he will soan 

be glad to enlist I warrant you. The 
*' chief of the other party Mr. H. 
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A brother lawyer, bo ^oa need not feaf/ 
" but he will be happy enough to get rid 
of him; indeed he owned as much to me 
” privately, and pledged his honour that, no 
*' ill consequence could possibly arise from the 
transaction ; — the person in question not 
" being of sufficient importance for the Eng- 
lish to reclaim him solemnly; especially 
as he came out without leave,” You will 
wonder how 1 came by all this informati- 
on ; have patience, you shall know in 
time.” 

The Governor heard this argument calmly, 
promised fair, and acted so far agreeably 
to his professions that, while we were close- 
ly confined and miserably situated, our wor- 
thy fellow passengers enjoyed full liberty to 
walk about, and amuse themselves as they 
pleased. — This procedure could not. fail to 
vex us excessively, though we were then 
ignorant of its real cause, and whenever 
we ventured to expostulate on our unreason- 
ably harsh treatment with Ayres or ai^ 
other, who dianced to calb the only answer 

U 
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Strife could obtain was, with a shru<^ of aflVci* 
ed eoropassionj " why did you stay on 
■V.bosird! nothing can be done fcr you now^ 
"you inus^ abide the event.” Thc^e insinu- 
ations created fears, that a distinction would 
really .be made in our eventual disposal, as 
much to our disadvantage, as the p'/esent 
state of things, but we had no remedy — 
all avenUes to relief were closed. 

1 think 1 told you that, our watches were 
concealed in my hair, being secured with 
pins to prevent them from going; one of the 
pins however came out, at the very time I 
was sfct on shore, ^^eve^ shall I forget 
what a terrible sensation the ticking of the 
watch caused ! J think had it continued 
long, I must completely have lost my senses; 
for I dared not remove it, from a fear of 
Ivorse consequences ; but happily . it stopp- 
ed of itself. When we were fixed in our 
prison Mr. Fay took these watches, (wa 
had three you know) and all the money 
we hadpoA^er to secure in chequins, which 
hre of easy conveyance (about tw'enty-fivC 
^unds) and putting them into his glove, hid 
them in a snug place, ks he thought, about the 

Verandah 



Verandah. The day after wa were takett 
prisoners^ a most dreadful hurricane of 
rain and wind came* in, (it was the break* 
ing up of the monsoon) and n^xt morning 
we fatind to our extreme grief, that the 
place Avbcrc hli*. Fay had concealed our trea- 
sure, to which alone we could look for the 
means of escape, was entirely blown down; 
and no vestige of our little property remain- 
inrr. Mr. Fay was in despair from thc^ 
first; but after he had told me, I searched 
diligently all round, but in vain. At length 
it struck me, f.om the direction in which 
the wind blew, that if I could make my way 
into an inclosure, at the back of the house, it 
i^iight •possibly be found there. The sea- 
poys guarded the front, but there being 
pnly one door backwards, they seldom took 
trouble of going round. I did not tell 
Mr. Fay of my scheme, as there wa? 
nothing he opposed so strongly, as the ap- 
pearance of seeking to escape; but when he 
was completely absorbed in contemplating* 
this new misfortune, I stole to the back door. 
There was a Imrge lock and key inaide and 

u a 
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to my Mirpriz*^ vrh«n 1 had turned thi^ 
my pasaage was clear to the stairs^ leading', 
to the inclosure; and ngt a soul in sight. 
The grass V!at> excessively high and vretj 
hut 1 struggled to make my way through it 
and waded about^ determined at least net 
to leave an inch unexplored. Imagine my 
joy^ when in the midst of a deep tuft I 
found the old glove^ vrith all its contents 
safe, and udinjured. What a treasure it 
seemed 1 how many arc there who never felt 
so*^ much true delight on receiving a mag- 
nificent fortune, as we experienced in again 
l[)ebolding this sheet anchor of our hopes, thus 
ngexpucledly restored. 

But alas ! the little unlooked for liberty I 
bad regained, was too tempting not to be 
enjoyed again ; and a day or two afterwards 
as 1 was walking about in the grass, 1 
espied a seapoy coming round. 1 was not 
certaiif tliat he saw me, so 1 endeavoured 
.to reach the house unobserved. At the mo« 
• ment I turned round to fasten the heavy 
door, he ran to it, poshing it against me, 
with such violence that the large key which 
had unfortunately a very long shank, was 

hr 
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this Rieani struck directly a^fnst wf 
ri^ht breast, and gave me the most excru- 
ciating pain. . I fainted through excessira 
agony, and was with difficu||ty recovered. 

Much 1 fear the consequences of this acci- 

* 

^ent will embitter my future life. Having no 
pther nurse than my poor husband, who wa* 
not only ignorant of what ought to be done, 
but totally without the necessaries for any 
kind of emollient application,-^my case was 
truly distressing ; so that even Ayres who 
chanced to call, expressed some concern fot 
ine, and sent plenty of milk which I 
^sed as an embrocation with success. I be- 
lieve he punished the seapoy for his inso- 
lence, , but this could net repair the iqis- 
ehief. ’ • 

At the very time when this painful variety 
took place in the cheerless monotony of our 
prison days, the cruel designers who had as- 
sisted in dooming us to this wretched abode, 
fell completely intO' tl\e pit which they had 
digged for us. ■■■-The evening before^yrea* 
P. and H. e, had called on us toge- 

ther, the former was (according to his generuf, 
policy) endeavouring to discover whether we 
bad any concealed property; on which I ex- 

dairaed 
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cjatmed " Captain Ayres how should w«i 
" have any thing left^ except the baggage iT\ 
the vessel^ which is of little value }. as the 
Arabs pillaged us to the utmost of their 
*' power ; we were altogether a set of poor 
*' creatures when we came to Calicut; and 
you are well aware we have received 
nothing since.” “ Answer fo.r yourself 

*' Mrs. Fay” cried H. e, for my 

own part ■ I feel happy in sayings that, 
I am not poor, I have property, valuable 
property and shall not shrink fiiom avowr 
ing that I possess it.” I marked the eye 
of Ayres during this bombastic speech, and 
havb since found, that 1 was npt deceived 
in its expression. 

« 

Sadder Khan induced by this and other 
similar stories, which tlje passengers had told 
qf their, own consequence, determined tp 
frighten them into the payment of a larg^e 
sum of money. Accordingly next morning 
.,^tbe 13th) he sent a Iqrge party of seapoys 
• to the P 9 .ni 8 h Fu,ctQ^^* who peremptorily 
defended them as the Nabob’s prisoners. 
IVIr. , Passayant at first refused, but op 
tbr^atpning to.^ fire into bu blouse, 

w 



■Was constrained . to yield to., this oulrageoui 
violation of the most sacred rights, n.id da- 
livered his guests ^ to slavery. Go.i f«*rbid 
that I should, generally speaking, be capa< 
ble of rejoicing in the miseries of iny fel- 
low creatures, even where they merit punish- 
ment, but 1 must own, (blame me if you 
will) that for a short time I did feci satis- 
faction in this stroke of retributive justice, 
in as far as regarded the Tullohs, and Hare, 
for the vile conduct of these people, a^d 
the malevolence of their dispositions, had 
steeled [my heart against them. 

It was certainly a curious sight to behold 
them, after all their airs of superiority reduc- 
ed to. take up their residence with us, whose 
situation, while singular, was the object of 
their ridicule and contempt. The scone 
was however now changed; although they 
like many others in the world, were able 
to support their neighbour's misfortunes vvilh 
Stoical tii*mnes8, and even render them a 
source of amusement, each readily diseovci*- 
ed when personally attacked by a simililf 
calamity, that close imprisonment js by no 
means a proper subject bn which to exercise 
tvit, and that people wheh in distress are 

not 
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not precisely in the humour, for relishifljf 
the pleasantry of others on their troubles. 
Tnlloh fortunately understood Moors, which is 
the general language among the military 
throughout In^ia; — by this means he got his 
trunks on shore the day after the seizure, 
and saved them from the violent storm, 
which came on next morning, wherein every 
one imagined the ship must have been wreck- 
ed. How we wished to see her drive on 
shore! especially when Siidder Khan the Go- 
vernor who is Hyder’s brother-in-law, was 
seen walking about in great perturbati- 
on on the beach anxiously watching the ves- 
sel, praying to Mahomet, and from time to 
time, casting up the sand towaids Hea- 
ven with earnest invocation and enft'eatics. 
that she might be spared, as a present to 
the great Hyder; very probably fearing 
that some blame might attach to him in 
case she were lost. 

As it happened, however, all things went 
wrong for us — Tlie cabin and steerage where 
<our trunks had been placed were soon filled 
with water, and every thing, such a books, 
wearing apparel, beds, with laces, buckles-rings 
was either stolen ^ or totally spoiled. 

There 
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Tbcs6 la*ter I might YtavQ saved, vt’heh it$ 
were . brought on shore, but unfortunately 
Ib^ trank> whicli cojatained my clothes, wfes 
just without the cabin-door, and of 

the wretciics who watched us sat on it, so 

that 1 could not remove an article. This 
disaster left us nothing except our lives to 
be anxious about — why do I say anxious! 
since life itself on the terms we held it, 

was hardly worth preserving. The other 

passcngei's baggage was injured but not liko 
ouv’s; for we, not being favorites, had 
been forced to keep our packages at hand> 
during the voyage, as we had no one to 
get them up when wanted, whereas the 
rc'st had theirs stowed away in the hold 
and consequently little damage bcfel them. 

IVIany ships perished in this terrible hurri* 
cane. The St. Helena which left Mocha 
a week after us, met with it, and suffered 
so much that she was forced to put into 
Cochin, (a Dutch settlement in Latitude 10) 
with the loss of her masts ; and so 
greatly shattered besides, as to be eont* 

W 

peiled 



t 1 

* 

j|)'eTIed ,,to undergo a thorough repair — It 
th» happened to a fine new vessel,* one 
of the ^st sailors in .India, what must 
Ibawj^eCome^ of us, had we continued five 
days longer at Sea? — —“badly found in all 
respects, and worse manned; not half peo- 
ple enough to work the ship properly, 
even in' good weather, was not this ano- 
ther hairs breadth escape think you, though' 
by a dreadful alternative ? The ways of 
providence are inscrutable* But to revert 
fo my main subject, — glad shall I be when 
it is 'concluded; for I detest maitcr of fact 
writing, almbst as much as matter of fact 
^nversation : — yet this story must bo told 
ih ray own way, or not at ail. 

"When the gale ceased, the whole cargo- 
\va« landed and deposited in the Govcr- 
not’s warehouses, where he caused the 
eentlemen’a baggage to be opened, and 
like a child pleased with gewgaws, every 
dirtiele . which struck his eye, was instantly 
condemned as his. booty. . Poor Harc’a 
trunks were stulTed with knickknacks like a- 
d Pedlar’s box: judge tlien what agonies he 

appeared 
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jjipprated in^ when the fatal moment of eft 
^mination approached^ lest they should be« 
coine^ es might he expected^ objects of de- 
sire to the Governor. — Not a * single tooth 
pick caso^ knife^ or knee-buckle was proda* 
ced^ but wliat he declared had been re- 
ceived as a pledge of friendship from dif- 

ferent relations ; parents^ brothers, sisters, 
piale and female cousins, to the utmost 
verge of pi’opinquity, ail put in their claimf 
with success. Tulloh serving as interpreter, 
until he was perfectly weary of the office; 
ashamed of pleading such trifling causes, an«| 
only deterred from throwing up his post,, 

by the earnest entreaties '*of Hare, who con- 
tinned stamping, exclaiming and fretting, aa 
if his life depended on the issue. At 
last a small paper ' bundle fell into the 

searcher’s hands, he Aen became outrageous. 
” For Heaven’s sake, cried he, my dear 
friend, (almost breathless with apprehension) 
** Oh for Heaven's sake endeavour to pre- 
“ ser\t this parcel^ for mej should it betakefi 
1 am an undone man, for 1 shall nievei; 


be 
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f^lie able to replace tbe contents; let theqi 
fltake my clothes> my Law books, evertf 
thing, except my music books — ^alt^that 1 
** can yield b'Uhout a sigh”. Tulloh imagin'r 

jpg the contents must be of immense value to 

, , 1 

bim from bis extreme agitation, earnestly 
jnterceded for the parcel ; but obtained it 

■v?Uh great difficulty, as curiosity and avarice 
were awakened by perceiving the coiivul^iye 
^agerncss with which the owner petitioned 

for it — The former was soon gratified and 
•the latter consoled ; for Hare tearing opep 
the parcel discovered to the astonished spec* 
tetors neither more, nor le^, tlmn an cx> 
^uisitc assortmeut , of V^NETUif ^uddlk 

STRINGS J I Pat, ah ! dire misclmnce I the 
remorseless waves;, (which are neither respec- 
ters of persons or things) had pervaded tlii^ 
invaluable treasure and rendered it wholly 
useless; and to complete his misery the next 
tiling ttiat presented itself to the sad owner’s 
eyes, rras a most expensive and finely toned 
Tenor ' violin, purchased " at Venice, and for 
which the precibus strings' were intended, — 
broken' all’ to pieces! 1 leave' you to form 
j|njr idc&s yo.ii may think proper on the sub*' 
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ject of that extravagant lorroir^' such ^ ' 
character was likely to exhibit — and pass ou- 
to majjtei's more interesting. 

Tlio general introductory letter, which, as 
jpu may recpllect, Mr. l?ranco gave us at 

Leghorn, had remained in Mr. F 's 

pocket hook from that time. Hill we reached 
(,!alicut, yVe had been told that Isaac, the 
Jewish merchant, who agreed to freight 
tpe Nathalia, and received £ 700 as ear- 
nest on that account, was immemely rich, 

apd had great credit with Government, of 

•» 

which he held several large contracts for 
' building ships &c. besides being a great 
favourite with Sudde? Klian. Every one al- 
so, even Ayres, spoke highly of his general 
character. But our introduction to Mr, 
Baldwin had been productive of, or at least 
connected with so many misfortunes, ihat 
my confidence was lost, and i dreaded mak- 
ing further applications, lest similar even^, 
should ensue. This was v^ry foolish reason- 
ing you will sa)', and I am ready to ac- 
Knowledge it, the only excuse to be made is, 
^bat my mind Wat weakened by 'calamity. 

• However 
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Jlowever afler Tulloh and the rest of th(i%q 
j/cople joined us, our siliiati-m became, if 
possible, still more distress! and we anxi- 
ously sought esery practicable mode of re- 
lief. Mr. F therefore petitioned the 

Governor for leave to go out under a 
guard, which being granted, he immediately 
delivered his letter to Isaac, who seemed 
highly gratified at hearing from Mr, Franco 
whom he bad personally known at Con- 
stantinople, when they were both young 
men, above sixl^ years ago: for Isaac is 
also considerably turned of eighty, and 
like him, enjoys full pissession of his facul- 
ties,' both bodily and mental, being equally 
remarkable for temperaiicl and sobriety.* Mr, 
F. could not speak to our strangely acquir- 

ed friend except by an interpreter; so that 
110 confidential conversation could take place. 
He was apparently touched witii pity for 
our sofTering^, .especially on Iieaiiiig ^lioiv 
much I was afflicted with illness. My spirits 

t c 

were raised by the account luy husband gave 
of his visit, and soon after his favourable 
report was confirmed, by my receiving a 

present brought to the Factory, by a ser- 
vant 
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irant, belonging to the benevolent Jew, and 
which in our situatiort \tas truly valuable, 
consisting of a catty of fine tea, a tea-pot, 
and a tea-kettle. Although , tl\ese things 
were expressly sent to me, yet Mrs. Tnlloh 
and her party seized the last mentioned ar- 
ticle, and forcibly kept it; so that I was 
forced to make my tea, by boiling it in my 
tea-pot. Ah my dear sister, I wa^i^t this 
time ill enough to be laid up' on a sick 
bed, and carefully nursed, yet was I thank- 
ful for such food as I should Once have loathed, 
and I still continued to lie on my rattan couch, 
without a pillow or any covering except mj? 
clothes,’ and surromded hy people whij.n 
ray very* heart sickened to behold. 

I will here by way of reloxation tr.inscrihe 
a few passages from my Journal, ns no- 
thing happened for some time worthy of a par- 
ticular recital; reserving to myielf, however, 
the optjpn of resuming the narrative style, 
whenever 1 shall deem it necessary. 

14th November, 1179., 

, 4 

Mr. P ^was sent for, this morning, to the 

Governor, who asked him what ha wanted ? 

h« 
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he repliedj Liberty: -there was no observa- 

tion made on this answer, nor can we conceive 
^hat Sudder Khan can mean by the delenti- 
tin of so many persons, who never borfe 
iarms. They* gave Mr. Tulloh 30 rupees 
for our support. All we are able to procure 
is tough, lean, old bce^ goat’s flesh, and a 
not unpleasant rice cake, but too sweet to 
be palatable with meat; we preserve either 
'with difficulty from our perpetual visitors 
the crows, having no cup-board or place to 
put our victuals in. — Of all existing creatures 
crows are surely the most voracious, and the 
most persevering — I have seen one with his 
eye fixed for a full half hour on a person, 
and the instant that person’s eye was avert- 
ed, pounce on the bread, or whatever had 
been prepared and bear away the prize. 

Mem. Ayres is remarkably like tliese 

crows, he has exactly their thievish expres- 
sion of countenance, and the form of hi< 
head resembles theit's. 

15th NoYEiiDEa, 1779. 

The Gentlemen waited all day at the Go- 
T^nor'e 'house, being promised their baggage, 

but' 
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but he thought proper to diaappoint the 
i^eceived 10 rupees subBi8ten4^ ihoney. 

18th NoTEMBEIt. 

A most impudent message brought friim 
tho Governor, requiring all the gentlemea 
to entea. into, the Nabob’s service ; vvliiclt 
they unanimously refused, with every mark 
of contempt, and were in consequence order- 
ed to be more closely confined One of* 

Mr. P . *8 trunks brought on shore. 

containing wearing apparel, and. law books, 
probably much damaged, ^et certainly valu*. 
able to him^ us he has none remaining. 
Made application for it but without success. 
Tttllbh, jpeeived- SO, rupees. 

SOth November. 

Received notice to prepare immediately to 
set off for Sferingapatnara, a large City about 
three hundred miles, distant, where Hyder 
Ally usually resides — How can I support this 

journey over the mountains I— -Mr. P ^ 
is about drawing up a petitions representing^ 

tljie bad state of my healUb APd en^eaUhS 

X 


permission, 
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p^EmissIeB for me to proceed to Cochin. 
We lu>pe to prevail oit Isaac to present . it. 

21 ST November. 

Discover that the journey to Scring^patnam 
was merely a vile plot of the Governor’s to 
put ns off our guard, and thereby gain poss- 
ession of what property had hitherto been 
concealed ; thank God this feint miscarried. 
A Tetter reached us from Mr. O’Donnell, 
stating the arrival of the St. Helena at Co- 
chin. 11c larncnts our misfortune and pro- 
liiU:*? to take such mct’iods as shall -cninpel 
.th.e Nabob to do us speedy and eQcctiiai 
justice. Heaven speed his endeavours; this 
life is ^lorrible, 

22d November. 

The gentleman waited five hours at the Go- 
vernor's for their cQects, but returned without 
them. He takes evident satisfaction in seeing 
them like slaves attendant on his nod -—Five 
ships supposed to l}e English passed in 
.front ttf our prison. How pccularly distress- 
fed this sight; . 


230 
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Mrs. 't'alloh being taken ili of a fever, ap« 
plication was madb to the Governor for 
medicines; but this happening to ' be a high 
festival, he, like the Pharisees in ^cripturtS; 
refused to profane it by doing good — — 
Should the woman die in the iivtcrim what 
tares he ? 

24th November, 17Tdi i 
This morning got some medicines from the 
ship's chest — many flying, reports of hoStiU« 
ties having actually commenced between Hy* 
der Ally, and the English-' — should this really* 
. prove true, our fate will be sealed far 
life. Cattle did 1 think when pleading tbs' 
cause of the Chevalier de St. Lubin at 
Mocha, that he had been raising a storm 
Whose effects would so materially involve uS 
Mem. — The lady is well again. 

28th November, 1779, ■ 
It is now certain that the Nayhirs have 
laid siege to Tellicherry; # settlement 
our’s about a degree to , nortihw^df* 
X 2 
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mikft nearer lies Mahey nrhich tlia 
J^rench held, 'till Vre took it from them iit 
March last; but not finding it worth keei^-* 
ing, have since evacuated it, after dismantling 
the fortifications. 


29 rn November, 1779. 

Sadder Khan is about to March a thousand 
troops into Mahey, under pretence of resum- 
ing it in the Nabob's name, but every one 
guesses this to be merely a feint to Cover 
his real intentions of privately assisting the 
Nayhirs; — should they succeed in their sttack, 
Hyder will than throw off the mask and 

declare war; but if the English conquer, be 
will disavow the whole affair. 

30th November. 

1 liave now a lamentable tale to relate. We 
were this morning hurried away at a mo- 
ments warning to the fort, End croudcd toge- 
ther in a horrid dark place scarcely twenty 
‘ feet square, swarming with rats, and al- 
ftdst sutfocatin^ for want of air.. Mr and 
TttUoh lecured a imall room to them* 

•elvea 
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HfIVe#; irat my liusb&nd tfnd Hfttt 

to pass the night among onr companionif^ 
in misery. — rdts continnaHy gnawing the feel 
of my conch, whose perpetual sqtleaking would' 
iiave prevented sleep, had our harrassing^ 
reflections permitted as to conrt its' approach. 

1st December, 1779. 

Luckily discovered a U'ap-door, which led to 
some rooms, or rather lofts, where ilo hu- 
man foot had trod for many many yeart. 
These had been the store rooms of Angria 
the Pirate, and they certainly contain ** a 
remnant of all things” — Broken chairs— 

•tables — looking-glasses —books, evdn a spin- 

tiet was.amon^, (lie articles, but beyond alii 
repair, and_ vast quantities of broken bottles, 
which had been filled with liquors of all 
kinds: but the rats in their gambols had 
made havoc among them. remember when 
1 should have shuddered at the thoughts of 
sleeping in such a wretched place; bdt now 
privacy gave it irresistible charms ; so bavihg.' 
with difficulty obtained . leave' to. oecopy 
we exertiod every Aerve ito'.gcd ia spot 

adfOUt -before dark, ftHr my couch ; likewise 

. \ 

•0 
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■o to arrange some bolts oi^ canvas wbich 
were among the spoils, as to form a sort 

of mattress for Mr. F- ; here we 

lay down, «contparatively huppy in tho 
hope of enjoying a tolerable nights rest; 
my husband being provided utlii a lung pule 
to keep oQ' the rats; but surely never wcie 
poor luorlais so completely disappoiiued Uiid 

fbr my own part 1 may add, tcitiiKd. 

No sooner was the light extinguished, than 
We heard a buttering noise, atiended at 
intervals with squeaking — by degrees it ap* 
proaciied the beds, and we t'elt tuat scv«.i'ai 
creatures were hovenng over us, but of vv hat 
description we were totady ignorant — ttone- 
times their wings swept our lacL.s, ^eeia.ag 
to fly heavily— ^then again tiiey vvuuid remove 
farther off, but still continued squc^iking. — > 

Good God ! what horrors 1 felt. Mr. F 

protested that whole legions of evil spirits 
bad taken possession of our apartment, and 
were determined" to expel the intruders. 
The rats also acted their part in the Come* 
dy ; every new and * then jumping towards 
l&e l)eds, as we eould hear ; — however Mi\ 

P. 
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y " ■ ' ' on thits^e occasions laid about Will 
aioDtly with his pole, and thus kept them at 
bay ; but our winged adversaries were- ndt 

so easily foiled i- ^tbey persisted in their 

assaults 'till day-break, when wbat should we 
find had cause'd ail this disturbance, but a 

parcel of poor harmless bats • whose “ anei- 

ent solitary reign tve had molested.” To 
any one , accustomed to see or hear these 
creatures our terror must appear ridiculous, 
but to me who had never chanced to meet 
with any such, tiie idea never occurred, 
nor did evoo INlr. Fay suggest any proba- 
ble or natural cause of alarm. We cannot 
• 

help laughing very heartily at it ourselves 
now^ Olid you are at full liberty to do Uie 
^ama. 

2d PeCEMBEB. 

Ayres caMed to tell os that two ships of 
the line, and a frigate had just passed ^ipvtards 
Tellicherry.— — ^We sh|U' soon liear news 
from thence; Oh! that it- may change 
hard destUiy ! — ^Tjie povernpr marched,- at 
the head ■ 9I his Troojps, towards ;T'elU- 
fherry. 



lOra DecBBiBta. 

* 

Afiplicfttion was lAade thi» mornings to the 
lieutenant Governor by Mr. Isaac, who, 
1 am now eonvi^ced is our warm friend, 

representing that this air disagreeing with 
me I requested permission to remove to Coch- 
in, and that my husband, on account of my 
extreme ill health, might accompany me. 
He promised to consult Sudder Kiian upon 
it. The Quelladar or Governor of the Port, 
spent some time with us this morning ; — he 
is a line old man, with a long red beard, 
and has altogether a most interesting appear- 
ance: — and here 1 may as well give a short 
description of this place. 

, c 

Gi^icut then, is situated on the coast of 
Malaba^in ll* north latitude and 75” east 
loogittide. tt was formerly a veiy consider- 
alde town governed by a Zamorin, who also^ 
htld ,tlie atyoinit^ country ; but has been 
home years in the possession of llyder ally, 
of whom you must have beard on occasion 
eM^ Aa^ with the Eng^lhh in 177d. They 
har& pit an end to the reign ^ 



thiit t^Mir^r, had • h«t lAot <dikc<)ivirc^ 'i ii0? 
ihod of infioenciog the (ttincipal {tendnt ilh'^ 
potitrOr, in conseqnenise ct which bd' dhiaino 
ed a peace, much lu'dre bodonrable and ad« 
vantageous to biniself than to those wl^o 
granted it. Having acquired by bis ge- 
nius and intrepidity evefy 'thing that ' bh’ 
enjoys, he makes hie name both feared anil'' 
respected ; so that nobddy chooses to quarret 
nith him. I have indeed heat4 a compari* 
son drawn between him and the King of 
Prussia, though 1 think much to the disad* 
vantage of the latter ; as supposing their 
natural abilities to be equid,— -the great 
Frederick ought it{finite^*U> surpass a mait 
who can neither write nor rcadf which i* 
the case’ with llyder. The lawful Prined 
of the country of which he has usurped thd QdSi 
vernment is held by him ill actual cOnfttfCmdtitl 
though with' every outWard' shew of r^s^eCt^ 
by which means he pretents thw>^pe(iiilo<‘ firotfe 
rising, lest their legitimato sovurelgiito tilMraM 
ihdl A sattrifiee'to bis resnnhnedti * *' 

i * * t /j ^ 

The fort hunt hiiTe bpep » attpii 

place, but qpw jp 4l«bis>» 

y 
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thb. |!«ry» U)i«k, < snd ihey (modnl 

gJ“,wjij,f?^ar|y )vl|j|:h .wat one Muc^pi^ut 
for t^^dtn^ U8 at Ayres told the Go* 

v^rnor h was not, worUi while to keep a 
liuhdred seajfoys la'jalfbing us, when they were 
wanted elsewhere and that the fort was 

, t ♦ 

quite good eqough for us to live in;— — ~ 

♦ * i 

these ^arguments prevailed and here we were 

\ f 

sent. When I first arrived I was so ex* 

. ' ‘ 

tremely ill, as to be scarcfily sensible of what pass* 
cd fpr jiome boprs; b,ut 1 remember H * 

yj f ^ ' 

bursty int^ a violent flood of, tears, declaiing 
iliat we were all doomed to death by our repio* 
Val to this wretched spot, which being complete* 
|y su^ouqded by.s^gliaiit water, could nut 
|hil to produce spine of tliose disorders 
po fatal to Europeans. We have Aot how* 
over h^dierto expetifneed any complaint Tli^a 
,we sleep in is iadred disgusting be* 
^qd>b{|eHcf, and the Quelladar, 1 suppose at 
tlie « sog^festpon of ' Ayres, has ordered 'tlie 
'teid^ of. the two wdysMOf entrante, that dis* 
'covered by Mr.<FU**>to be 'blocked* up; so 
^that there is nb way left but by means of a 
lidtiet 4'^erpeAdiklar'diirec. 

a 'rojfe By whlcl^ to' 'hdlJf, mr 

it 
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He(MU^d,r^bBi*< ev<^ v 1vSi4>^ titilvv ats^ni^^ | 

fa^ve •gre(iti di|lcufty>to «eaeli^the - boHioltit . n 

h; M,Wj'jDEC)?MI|,¥l|ii 'I7*?ff*.4| 

Peremptorily ordered to:,jR|||j9^ ,«e^y' 
jouniey to Seriqgpamttn^ijii. Goy«|^ 

nor’# desire delivered . np *Jayen^jf pf out? 
fosses: he promisef full rc^tit^ttap, ^bpt bu 
given no Answer to my j re^acst. I, pm .’fnl| 
of solicitude on this subject; hiut 
submit to any thing rather than reinpin in 
this' vrretchbd place. 

^ ^ • ' ' 't: ‘ff.L - . - ’ ’ n 

ISrn Peceiiibeb, 1779. , 

Me, F—?— waited twice on the .Lieut, Gcfr 

• ‘ ■■ i/ .r’-uv. 

vernor 1>ut without ^ efifecit. Wliat ceil he 
piean by ' thus (rifling, us,?:. i» it ■ pt^e^ply 
wanton exercisef of.»v.pn?nsir;, .or intend®# \^!N* 
bide some dark desigp? ,^t,^esni perftntpnl iur? 
mises , distracts me^‘:fj.h(leBWj.v 
IM »Bpeef ~f .to > pay,. 

tooki.. mpe^ni epre ja^\ lipr:« 'ffi 

Mo«le . Jmpeei vhat , r^et^ef ^ 
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l ^ w-' nw Ht wnfc 4bf th^ Guv<Bfiior« 
n^o'dcM bim> thttiiwv mi^ht boA^li»f« p«r< 
KiMioo to to Cochin wlienever we thought 
proper; that he 'irotild furnish a boat and 
pay every incidental* expense, besides making 
rnttire <* satisfaction fbr damages sustained, — 
Can this good 'news be true? How sus* 
fdciotts I grow? what a change from being 
credulom-i-yet where is the wonder after 
btli% M frequently deceived? 

Id*!!! DECEHBaa, 1779!, 

V 1 

, l^repprations are going on briskly all day 
with our fellow paifongers, who are eager 
ior their departure, as well thyy may.' £)very 
tbing' whifh was taken from them on shore, 
haa been this day restored, but those left in 
thelihip are irrecoverable; of course we be- 
njiSi bjr this restitution — Mr. F -— - 

, eiririidiiot Obtain' ouF promised liceiice to-day. 
d|^hese delayijcwe^h down my spir^ and 
ihectl|i(ae'all^toji)/'«toApbinfB. I^have stilt much 
iMIh Ut •my^Hbreashr'' Oh Uiat fear, * will 

l^a a,M^*bel»«|4fc<>l shall liaVe d'^i«at kla 

.Mf' ' 





' 'Phe Otove^nor t>vi^ 

under pre^iiM i)i^^i)^rtlfte^ii^ Mr. 

F ^to iniist' uu 

ed, or in caie of r^fum^ pjr’ utt^ 
declare litniielf readjr lu accompany 
dtlien: for 1 saur tbal aj^outd 

once leave ui, it must' Iben .. be Wiirely '‘iil 
this fellow's option^ Whether .we weut 
or not, and who would not raitier'' Van 
the risk of even d^ing . of, 

on the journey, than "hazard reniaii|inc at 
the mercy of such wretches! I dfe^d^ ^ 
this should be part of the old j^lati, of 
I'have since never hiiiid, a^d |iad 
forgotten it. It is, mj^h ^ eaaii^r. to 
against two indivMoal*. dlan a. jfvhdld, 
pany. 

The Doolies (a .ltidd :'of^'sh^^ 
in w-hie)t- 'a illi ^ v.ta^ 

Idaijieeii: ' - u^ir'^^ ‘ 


i. 





aW' f 
called to’^ w^iM 


b«t pje<iged b?« 

i?fin.Sfl,.h» PM*. *» 

Wi, fve^f 

® Ips •'“e'r"”- 1* ’'•* 

*“r^ fe!*ac)oa? promises. On my 

■ '!r“ 

I .had l>efore poin^d ont^ bi^t 
ray advice despised. At nine' ip Ihe 
P^y commenced their joiirtiey^ 
having hr^ stripped the place of provisions 
«)'«^y thing/ els^^^ which having been 
boug'ht'' Out of the' genet'll purse' we had 
an ^ndoubte^ ri^t to* slmre. They even 
*«*[ ke«V '“^•‘^y ‘he man who 
In' cKai^e for^rit amidst the hurryf' 
t^^^de^krtdre, . by wlncifi means I recovered 
it* ' My hbait'' siinkj'’ within me at ‘ seeing^ 
^iln qtiit'tfae' fort^ hot* from motives' of 
islrsonal ?steem or regret you may suppose, 
for ;^MWi^viiriipo8ilble to grieve for the loss 
^ir^P'PP^ny?: ^c.piw^ed with 
,indi%r^pqe, 9»., strppgety* • 

V fellqw^^^ jn ,j,|sfqr|}yie . .^Jifficiyt] 
ot|^.8ocie^ p^orp^, 

J,i, ^(« *?,,, k^,. 



i^katum -tiij 


»»' 0 ' , '■St c 

.Rose Jn. , extseroe ansciety 
from being diminished^/by a m^f0 , JS(>m 
Ibe Govsernon , ordering I Mr,s,jK- w 


to attend - him 'till the' evening;;. tti^coMingly - 
at four ' o’clock :he ‘sat out^- and^ |u 1 < . feb 
extremely ill, the certain . cojnoequeucd . .1^ 
fretting and want of rest, 1 lay down.... and 
%ad jiist Slink into a*'’lioze,* *wWen Ihy ' ^^oor 

husband llcW Into '^'‘todiid’ like a ' inadma\i> 

uttering a tiioittahd extravh^M' nkpHfiiMiil^. 
Starling Up ih ne'hr and iiiifescribdb'le ten^bf, 
and "wringing my haitdi, ‘I bi^gged- ealy-' ib 
know what had' happened! ''^ tfapj^feiied! crl* 
" ed he” why Sve ‘il'o ba'ftayed,'^‘’thidi£| 

"ly undone;' yott mHkhiave this ‘^la(^ 

*My, or you may ^tT htkid' a 
for ever.’*' ’Where are #ei 
turally ' a»k«^i 1 A'^i^M'hpt . the 


bead’ VwahVlandf t tht ,’j|^ 





Gpiiiplte^ly 
ed a^ 

deavoor^tto hapn 
«iEKt 




•ji 
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I, kiiauf fcut Mr. F- ^actnalljr 

carried me in hia arms down that almost per^ 
pendicalar ladder vrhich l.have described and 
pkcbd me on a kind of bier : I was in this 
manner conveyed to my former habitation — 
1 opened my eyes and became for a few 
moments sensible of the motion, but soon 
fainted again, and cid not recover 'till f 
found myself once more entering the Eng- 
lish Factory as a prisoner. 

1 now inquired, what was the cause of this 
change in our abode : and learnt that Mr. F — r- 
being refused leave to depart, had become so 
exasperated as wholly to lose all self-command ; 
and rushing up to ’ the musnud (throne) of 
the Lieutenant' Governor had actually siezed 
him, peremptorily insisting on the immediate 
fttlfilment of bis promise. Such conduct 
.might have been expected to bring down 
instant destruction ; but fortunately every 
one present was persuaded that grief and 
vexation had literally turned his brain ; and 
they, ttre not only much terrified at every 
specie^, of madness, but from their religious 
prejudices^, regard the |ufierers under these 
complaints with a superstitious awo. 

Swayed 
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Swayed by these mingled emotions the wicked 
Governor cond.esscended to^ temporize with my 
husband^ acknowledgihg 'that he had no power 
to release us without the Nabob'* order which 
in consideration of my ill health he would 
endeavour to procure ; and to pacify him 
further^ he permitted our return to this place^ 
where we are certainly in every respect more 
comfortably situated. But these concession* 
went liitle towards allaying that fever of 
passion^ which his continual and cruel delays 
bad excited: thence arose the alarm 1 ex- 
perienced and which far a time so materi- 
ally ahected my health. 

\ }9th Dcce^bbiIj 1779. 

Received live rupees subsistence money 
which we were informed were the last we 
should ever have. 1 cannot conceive what 
they mean to do with us or bjh 

our fate at last. 

21st DECBMBBit, 1779.' 

The Governor sent for Mr. F ■■■■' — — ~t il 
offer him a commission in tha Nabob'! se]> 

Z 
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Tice tin d on his absolute refusal, swore that 
he miig^ht subsist how he- could; that liia 
masters money should nd longer be lavished 
idlers, Uiqu in a rage ordered Palanquins 
you shall go to Seringapatnam’* said he “ they 
will soon teach yon better manners there’' 
]Vfr. F -joyfully acquiesed in this man- 

date, — we provided necessaries for our jouiv 
Hey which vvas lixed for the 2dth ; but the 
otliec knew belter than to keep his word, so 
this like all our former views, and expecta- 
tions of liberty ends ia smoke, shall I say ? ’ 

' 20111 Decemkir, ITTft. 

’ A very mclancli()ly Christinas-day passed 
yesterday. hly dear friends little imagined 
they were^rinking the health of a poor pri- 
soner^ (for I know you did not forget us) 
neither were wo forgotten here, if empty 
^compliments can be styled remembrance. 
All the Europeans and several of the na- 
tives attended our Levee, But alas! what 
relief can mere ceremonious visits af- 
'ford to misfortune I say rather that aided 
fiy reetdkitioni’- such shadovvy comforts add kecn^ 

nsM to afflictions sting. I feel my mind in- 

✓ 

sensibly 



aefisibly raised whendver I attdinpt to expati- 
ate on any subject which lends to revive tbe 

ideas ot‘ our separation. Even now I tread 

• 

forbidden ground ; for your sajees as well as 
my owuj let me hasten to escape by skipping 
over this dangerous season of Christmas. 1 
therefore pass on. 

iOm January, 1780. 

The little money saved was nearly expend- 
ed, and we must soon have been reduced 
to our last mite had not providence sent tis 
relief from a quarter little dreamed of. Mr. F- — » 
wrote about a week ago to Mr. Church, 
Governor of Teiliclierry inclosing a memorial 
of oui\case, which he requested might be 
translated into the language of^e country 
and proper methods used for its safe delivery to 
Hyder Ally himself. This raoruing brought 
in reply, a most generous humane letter from 
Mr. Church ; which, after acknowledging 
himself honoured by our application, and 
promising his utmost concurrence in eve- 
ry measure we may think necessary, con- 
«la|[cs thus */ my heart bleeds for your 

Z 3 
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clistfessesj tind those of Mrs. p— — i— — she- 
particular must have suffered greatly. I 
*' have taken the liberty to accompany this 
"letter by an r order for two hundred rupees 
" to serve present occasions : Any sum you may 
" in future require a line to me shall always 
command it, as I know the difficulty of pro- 
" curing remittances where you are. English- 
" men ought to feel for each other ; we are 
not without our share of troubles here ; and 
" 1 verily believe Hyder is at the bottom <rf 
" all.” Now pray does not this letter deserve 
more than 1 have said of it! just thus 
would my dear father have treated a dis- 
tressed countryman Methinks I see his 

benevolent heart venting itself in tears of 
sympathy the recital. Precious tears! 
why am I not permitted to mingle mine with 
them! for they will flow in spite of my en-* 
deavours to restrain their course. 

IIth January. 

Having now money to bribe with, we 
began to think of attempting an escape ; for 
besides the silence observed on the fate of 
our companions, though near a month *has 

cladsed 
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elapsed since their departure, we lire in 
continual drtad of being forced up the coun- 
try and perhaps massacred there : Every one 
who leaves this place must first obtain per- 
mission from the GoTernor, but as these 
passes only mention gencral'y so r.iamj peo- 
ple and are granted indiscriminately to who- 
ever applies for them, provided lliey be not 
suspected persons, one may easily he pro- 
cured under feigned pretences (it is a mat- 
ter frequently done.) A F'r’.ar bclongitig to 
the Portuguese convent, usually manages these 
affairs when properly inslrucled. This in- 
fonnalion we have from a Native Portuguese 
named Pereira, an officef in Hyder’s ser- 
vice, wiili wlioin Jfr. T commenc- 
ed an intimacy while wc were Fort, 

end who is now' f^nartcred here at his &peci- 
al request. Tho’ 1 must confess I cannot like this 
man, yet am I obliged to trust him The 
visits wc receive from Ayres are terrible tri- 
als to one who loathes dissimulation as I 
do. This wretch has once or twice menti- 
oned a cow that annoyed hhn by entering 
the little garden, or paddock, in which it 


.ap- 
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appears his house is placed ; this mornings 
he entered the factory with his scymitar 
in his hand unsheathed; and bloody, and 
with an expression of diabolical Joy infoi'Tiied 
tne that he had jUst caught the animal rnter- 
ing and being armed had completely chined 
her. You cannot imagine said he, how 
iViCilly liic sword did the business ; my ve- 
ry heart shuddered with liorror and indigna- 
tion, yet dared 1 not give vent to those 
feelings. I doubt not he would murder me 
with as much pleasure aS he killed the cow 
with ; and have no reason to 6uppo.se he 
would be punished for (he act. 

12th .Tavcary, 17SD. 

Some < ^ rreT unknown to me has certain- 
ly taken place between Pereira and Mr. 

F — the looks of the former alarm me: 

his dark scowling eye is frequently directed 
towards him, with an cxpre.ssiofi of dreadful 
import; yet he appears desirous of forwarding 
our escape. — lie has introduced us to father Ri- 
cardo, who engages to provide us all things for 
our departure to Cochin. 

A 

ISth 
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13th January, 1780. 

The prlcsf brealifptcd with us, and pro-r 
mised to set aljout the business without loss of 
time; he is to receive twenty* rupees, on 
our setlin"’ od’ from hence, and twenty more 
on our urri\ai at Cochin or Tellichery, 
through llic medium of Isaac, on wljom the 
order from ?dr. Church was drawn, by 
which means \yc received it without sus- 
picion. 


Hth January, 1780. 

A Ijicence or Passport is procured for us 
as two Frenchmen going to Malicy. We 
have paid twenty rupees boat-hire to a smug- 

gler ; these are commonly very courageous 

• ^ ' 

men; which is some comfort to me: under 
]\fr. F ■ - — *s protection and his, I will 
endeavour to think myself secure. His house 
is admirably situated for oiir purpose, close 
by the sea side; this is to be our place of 
rendezvous. The precise time is not yet 
fixed upon : the intervening hours how an^ 
xiuusly will they pass ! 


15Tfl 
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15th January^ ITSOL 

The boatman called to desire we would 

be at his house at six tliis evening ; gave 

him our little baggage (we had been oblig- 
ed to purchase many necessaries) and four 
rupees to buy provisions. When it grew 

dark^ Mr, F put on a. sailpr's dress 

and I equipped myself in a nankeen jacket 
—a pair of long striped trowsers — a man's 
night cap, and over that a mighty smart 

hat, — with a pair of Mr. P -’s shoes 

tied on my feet, and a stick in my hand. 

In this dress Mr. F declared that 

I was the very image of my dear father, 
which highly gratified me. I had tied the 
ctotiics we took olT, in a handkerchi'ef; with 
that in one hand and brandishing my slick 
in the other, I boldly sallied forth,- — taking 
care, however, to secure a retreat in case 
of accidents, a most fortunate precaution as 

the event proved. Father Ricardo met us 

at the smuggler’s according to appointment 
.and we paid him twenty rupees, and gave 
him security for the other twenty ; when 
this was settled, nothing remained as we 

supposed, but to step into the boat, 

when 
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when behold ! news was brought that the 
sailors had made their escape no one knew 
whither ! after w’aitin;j two hours in that 
dangerous situation, to see if they would re- 
turn, ond raving in all the folly of angry 
disappointment against lho"%e who had misled 
tis, we made a virtue of necessity and trudg- 
ed back to our prison, where wc luckily 
eficctcd an entrance without exciting suspi- 
cion. 

ITtii January, 1780 

Had all arranged for our escape last night 
but so many people were about »«, that we 
dared not make the attempt. 

19th January, IISO. 

Father Ricardo has once more arranged all 
things for to-iiight, — we must give more 
money, but that is no object. Ojnea free and 
we shall doubtless find means of proceed- 
ing on our journey. 

.5th February, 1780. 

Every day has this wicked priest contrived 
some scheme, to amuse us with false hopes * 
of escaping ; every night have we lain dow B in 

B B 
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tlie full persuasion that it was the last we shouW 
pass in conlincincnt ; and as constanlly have 
we awoke to meet bitter disappointments. — 
This continued alternation of hope and fear 
preys on my spirit^ and prevents me from 
gaining strength, but yesterday I received a 
scriouH shock from the beliaviour of Pereira, 
and which excited more alarm than almost 
any' circumstance that has occurred to me — 

1 had long marked his hatred to Mr, F— — — • 
and ^dreaded his revenge — I was setting at 
work when he entered the room — naked from 
the middle just as Mr. P was going in- 

to the next room. His strange appearance avtd 
tlve quick step with which he followed my 
'husband caught my attention; and I perceived 
that he held a short dagger close under his 
arm, nearly all concealed by his handker- 
chief and live exigency of the moment gave 
me courage. — I sprung between him and the 

door through which Mr. F had just 

passed, drawing it close and securing it to pre- 
vent his return, and then gently expostulated 
with P— — on the oddness of his conduct 
and appearance ; he slunk away, and I hope, 

will never trouble as again, especially as he 

^ * 

has 
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has adopted another mode of revenge which 
may perhaps be equally effectual, though more 
Blow in its operation. lie went to Ayres and 
in Formed him that Ave had endeavoured' to 
escape, mentioning every particular of our 
scheme, and, as far as I can learn, telling 
the whole truth ; but fortunately naming a 
qilVereat evening from the one on Avhich ouc 
urnsnccessFul attempt really Avas made, on 
aaIucIi Ayres exclaimed AveK Pereira you have 
“ made up a very fine story, but Avithout a 
'■ word of tr'iilli, for on the very night 

•' Aoi; mention, F Avas setting avUU 

“ mo O', or a boftic of Avine, I’ll take my 
" oath. of that ; for it Avas my birth night'! 
this was true likewise, so Ave avc^c saved for 
that time; but as Ayres knows that escape 
is in our beads, he Avill, I fear, guard us 
with redoubled vigilance, and so far -Perei- 
ra’s design has taken effect. 

6th February, 1780 . 

Mr. F has completely detected the 

pious father Ricardo, and his Avorthy coF, 
• B B 2 


league 
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kag'iie the •mug'gler^ and sorely ap^inst their 
compelled them to refund liis money 
all to about twenty thfree rupees, wliich 
they pretend has been disbursed. We now 
discovered, that although our offers miglit 
tempt their avarice and lead them to de- 
ceive us, yet they dared not persevere in 
assisting our escape ; as tlic consequence of 
of detection would to tlicm be incvitablo 
death. * 

lOrn l''BRRrAny, ITSO. 

At length I begin to cbefish hopes of our 
speedy release, as Suilder Kliiin returned 
last night from Soringapatnam ; but is en- 
camped without the Town, waiting for a 
lucky day, till when he dares not enter !ii» 

own house, So how long we may stdl 

be detained. Heaven knows — Mr. F 

and our friend Isaac propose paying him a 
visit to-morrow. 

13tu February, 1780, 
They went out on Friday and again to- 
day but have nut yet been able to obtain 


an 



c wn 

t an audience ; and thus we may perhaps be 
led on a long;ei% by his ridiculous 

superstitious. Mr, Psaac, however, assures my 
husband, that from all ho can leam it is 
really intended to release us, which makes 
me comparatively easy ; yet it is impossible 
not to feel severely this delay, at such a cri- 
tical period ; for should lly'dei* commence 
hostilities ag'&inst the English, whilst we re- 
main in his power, not all Isaac's influence 
will be sulncicut to extricate us from it; our 
doom must be sealed for life. 

Mth Prukuarv. 

Oiir ifKloratig'able advocate walked out with 

Mr. P* (1 should have mentioned 

that the distance is about three miles) but 
they were again disappointed, Sudder Khan 
being- still closely shut up at his devotions, 
which are, to continue two days longer at 
least.—: — How very distressing to be kept in 
this horrible suspense ! But our friend still 
comforts us with the assurance, that all will 

be well. He really behaves to me like 

a father, and as 1 have now acquired some 

know- 
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'fi 

knowledge of P^nuguese, we are enabled 
to coi^verac tolerably well, i do not recol- 
lect Uaving described his person^ and will 
therefore endeavour to give ytfu though 

a very inadC'-juate idea of i^. 

- Isaac then is a fine venerable old man, 
about ei >;lsty-five with a long white bread; 
Iris complexion by no means darH> and his 
counlenance benign yet majestic ; I could look 
at him ’ti!i I almost fancied tliat he resem- 
bled exactly the Patriarch whose name bit 
bears, were it not for his eye, Avhitli is stil'. 
brilliant. Hi.s family I find according to an- 
ctent custom in the East, consists of two. 

wives, to whom J am to have an inUp- 

• « 

duclion, 

IpTH FKUnUARV. 

Saw a, letter to-day from Mr. Tulloh, to 
Mr. Passavant the Danish Factor, dated 19th 
January, Avhich mentions, that they were 

fifteen days on their journey to Seringapal- 
iiam' and twelve more confined in a shed, 

half starved to death, as no one was permitt- 
ed to assist them except \vith the coar’srst 
food in small quantities al length the Na- 
bob 



bob granted t>cni an dudiencoi wheifi haf* 
ing listened to their confplaint^ be sent for 
Sndder Khan, to answer the charge'. " Thred 
“ successive da 3 's” says Tullob vve were 
all sent for, and confronted with him, 
when Hyder commanded him to make in- 
'' siant restitution, however, we have as yet 
received nothing except that yesterday on 
‘‘ taki\jg leave his hig'hness presented ns 
'' with live hundred rupees for our journey to 
“ Madras, besides ordeidng Palanquins, car- 
'' riages for our baggage, and every other 
“ convenience, likewise a guard of a hun- 
dred scapoys to conduct us into the Eng- 
lish bounds. I spoke to him for Mr^ 

■ and Mrs. F and obtained an order 

I'oi their release also. Whether the ship 
“ will be returned or not, God K7ioias, we are 
“ just going to set off.” Thus far Tnlloh. 
Now the man who brought this letter, saw 
them all go and remained at Scringapatnam 
ten days aftoi 'vards, without hearing further; 
so I hope we may conclude they are out of 
theii' troubles. Mrs. Tulloh has now seen 
enough poor woman to satisfy her taste for' 
advantures. From all I can learn, it would 

have 
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bare been- utterly impoisible for me to her# 
supported the various hardships of their jour-* 
ney, in iny precarious state of health ; poor 
Mr. Taylor Ijow sincerely do I pity him. 

17th February, 1780 . 

Mr. Isaac called by appointment about 
two o'clock and took my hnsbiiiid with him, 
to vrait owce more on the Governor. He 
seems to entertain no doubt of bringing’ bark 
the order for our release. I endeavour to be 
calm and to rest vVitb confuleucc on his as^ 
surance; but when I contemplate the dread- 
fi^alternativc, should he meet a peremptory 
refusal, and recollect the deep machinations 
that have been praclit'ed to keep us here, 
my heart recoils at the idea. It is now 
eight in the evening; every thing is pack- 
ed up and ready for our departure yet they 
return not. Some obstacle I fear must have 
been thrown in the way by that vile Sadder 
Khan to prevent our liberation, and we are 
destined, to remain his wretched prisoners. 
How shall 1 support the intelligence i Heav- 


en 
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fn in«pir« me >vith fortitude ! . I ciui 
write^ por attend te any thing I 


Q 
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LETTER XIII. 

c 

Cochin, IOtii FfiBRUARv. 17^. 

Thanks be to Providence tb£it I am at 
^ngtk permitted to address my beloved 
friends from this land of liberty towards 
which niy wishes have so long pointed. After 
wading through my melancholy journal, you 
will be enabled in some measuie to form an 
idea of the joy that fills my breast on con- 
templating the contrast between my pre- 
sent situation, and that from which 1 have, 
so recently escaped — I v/iil cot ho\yever in- 
dulge in reflections, but hasten lo pirocced. 
with my narrative, which broke off at a 
most interesting period in my last letter, when 
I was every instant eijpecting the news of 
our release. 

I was not relieved from suspense till near, 
twelve on Thursday night, when the gen- 
tlemen returned hringing with them the, 
so anxiously desjred passports for ourselves^ 
^n4 iBuch trifling articles as remained in ouy 

possession. 
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Jiossesiiioii ; Wore than this I find tlioy could not 
OTjtiiin for us^ though absolute promises of 
restitution and remuneration had been fre- 
quently held out. This however seemed a 
slight evil compared with what even one 
days detention might ‘produce ; we therefore 
abandoned all thought of farther application 
on the subject, and on IMdiyj 18(h February, 
at 5 A. M. joyfully quilted our detested 
prison, and repaired to the house of our 
elcady friend and benefactor Isaac, where we 
found one of his own sloops prepared to 
convey ns to Cochin, with every necessary 
rcfrcslnnent on board. 

Thus by the indefatigable exertions of this 
most esocilent man, we are at last tc- 
leaced from a situation of wliich^ it is impos- 
sible for you to appreciate the horrors. To 
Jiim are we indebted for the inestimable gift 
of liberty. No words can I find adequate to the 
expression of my gratitude. In whatever 
pEtrt of the world and under whatever cir- 
cumstances my lot may be cast ; whether we, 
shall have the happiness to reach in- safety 
the place to which all our hopes and wishes 
tend, or are doomed to experience again the 

C c 3 
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ttnxietiei and lufferingi of i:aptlvlty ; wlia- 
ther 1 ihall paai the remainder of my days 
in the sunshine of prospyity, or exposed to 
the chilling blasts of adversity ; the name of 
Jsttac the Jew will ever associated wilh 
ihe happiest recollectiojis of mj ' lO ; and while 
my heart continues to beat, n. . varm blood 
animates my mortal frame, i luslance of 
time or space can efface fro o my vnind, the 
grateful remembrance of what wc owe to 
this most worthy of men. When we were 
plundered and held in bondage by the Ma- 
hometan robbers amongst whom we had fal- 
len ; when there Avas no sympathizing friend 
to soothe us among our Christian fellow cap- 
tives ; when there was no hand to help us, 

an d the last ray of hope gradually forsook 
the darkening scene of dur distress; kind. 
Providence sent a good Samaritan to our re- 
lief in the person of this benevolent Jew, 
who proved himself an Israelite indeed. Oh 
ihy dear sister! how can I in the overflowing 
df a grateful heart do other wiso than lament, 
that the name of this once distinguished peo- 
ple should have become a term of reproach ! 
Bxiled from the land promised to the seed of 
Abraham ; scattered ovcv the face of the 

earth 
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carthj yet adhering- with firmness to tlie i*e- 
lig'ion of their fathers^ this race once the 
boasted favourites of Heaven, arc despised 
and rejected by every nation in the world. 
The land that aiTords shelter,* denies them 
a participation in the, rights of citizenship. 
Under such circumstances of mortifying con- 
tempt, and invidious segregation, it is no 
tvonder that many of the children of Israel 
in the present day evince more acuteness 
than delicacy in their transactions, and are 
too w'ell disposed to take advantage of those, 
from whom they have endured so much 
Scorn and persecution. It gives me therefore 
peculiar pleasure to record (heir good deeds, 
and to pi’oclaiin in my limifej rirr.Ie, (hat 
such men as a Franco and nn Isaac, are 
to be found among the posferify of Jacob. 
These sentiments are not ovor'traincd Init (iii* 
genuine effusions of a thankful heart: as 
such receive them. 

19th Ffisruary, KSO. 

This morning about eleven we arrived at 
our long wished for Port, and wore landed 
close to the house of our good friend Isaac 
which is pleasantly situated by (be river side 
about a milo from Cochin, and rendered i:i 


every 
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every respect a most delightful residence, 
flere we were welcomed by the two wives 

of Isaac who were most s])]<Mididlv dressed 

« 

to receive iis; rather overloaded with orna- 
ments yet not inelegant. Indeed I think the 
Eastern dresses have irriinitely the advantage over 
ours ; they arc much more easy and grace- 
ful ; be&.ides atFording greater scope for the dis* 
play of taste^ than our strange unnatural modes. 
They were extremely hospitable and very- 
fond of talking. 

I mentioned before, having learned ii 
little Portuguese during my imprison- 
ment, which was of great advantage to me 
here, for except jVlalabars, it is the on- 
ly language they speak, and a miserable 
jargon indeed is what the}^ call Portuguese 
here. — However we contrived to make our- 

fLclvcs mutually understood so far us to be 
# 

convinced that each was kindly disposed to- 
wards the other. Had 1 been ditVerently 
circumstanced, it would have given me great 
pleasure to have accepted the pressing in- 
vitations of these ladies to psiss some timai 

r 

with them — the entire novelty of the scene 
would have amused me. Novel 1 moy well 

call 
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ity ill more respects then one ; v/e were 
entcmined with all the profusion that wealth 
can command, and generosity display. Though 
vcligious projudiirt banished us from t/teir 
table, ours was loaded with every delicacy, — 
fill served on massive .plate ; among many 
Other articles of lifxury which 1 bad never 
seen before, were numbers of solid silver 
iVfc7.fi?flpces, which served the purpose of 
Spitling boxei^ (excuse ^he term.) They stood 
acach end of the couches pi the princi- 
pal I’ooni : some of them were, n^early three 
feet high, with broad bottoms ; the middle 
of the tube twisted aud open at the top, 
with a wide mouth, for the convenience of 
such as had occasion to expectorate. These 
are not what we should call' delicate indul- 
gences in England ; but in a country where, 
smoking tobacco and chewing betel are uni- 
versally practised, they niust be allowed to 
be necessary ones. 

You will judge a change these 

apartments were to me when contrasted, 
not with our prison in the. Fort of Calicut, for 
our residence 4hcr« was undoubtedly the acme 

of 
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«f vrretcbnesi/ bnt even vrith the l^onse in 
which 1 bad so Ion g livedo without any fur'< 
nltare at ali^ save my .unmatlressed couchj 
no old table and three broken chairs ; and 

t 

where many a time the poor Portuguese 
lad who served us, ha'd entered at the hour 
•f dinner empty handed, exclaiming tliat the 

dogs had carried elT all that had been pro- 
vided. IMy own face 1 never saw during 

the whole period, there not being so much 
as the fragment of a looking-glass to be 
obtained. 

The younger wife of Isaac attached 
herself to me in such a manner as I ne- 
ver before experie«ced, and really appeared 
as if she could not bear to part with me, 
even when I went with my husband to see 
tbc town of Ooebin, which is truly a very 
pretty ropiantic place; but what was far 
mere to my satisfaction, we luckily found 
Mr. Moore there, who proposed sailing the 
next day, and kindly ofiered us a passage on 
the St. Helena, which you may be sure we 
gratefully accepted. On our way back we 
were accosted by a Captain Richardson, 

whose 



^yljose ship IS under repair here, and will 

« 

!)e ready in about six weeks. He shook 
liands with u§ as country folks, and directly 
oflored us both a passage to •Bengal with 
fvery accommodation in his house during 
o.ur stay here, — a most liberal proposal ; was 

it not ? and which would h^ve been very 
is>rtmuite f^r us, had we missed the St. 
Helena ; in the present case his offer was 
of course declined, bull shall eyer recollect 
the hindiicss which dictated it, and trust 
opportijuitics will be altorded to evince my 
gratitude. 

On the 2lst, at 5 A. M. Mr. P- left lue 

with my new friends, promising to return for me hi 

half an hour, to the great grief of the fair Jewess 

who was become so fond of me— hut alas I 

i waited hour after houj, and no husband 

returned. 1 was in the gi'eatest anxiety and 

consternation imaginable, dreading lest some 

* 

new disaster had overtaken us, and that our 
ill starred jonrney was again stopped shoj^- 
hi its course — It is im])ossible for you tO con- 
ceive what 1 snfiered during his absentia 

w. 
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and how my miud was harrassed by various^ 
tormenting conjectures, — those only who hnvo 
been subject to such cross. accidents as I have 
so frequently experienced, can.^yudgc of my 
feelinjjs — At length about noon he m;u\o 
Ilfs appearance, and vtry calmly began un- 
packing the chest as if th replace the things 

at his leisure 1 asked of course 'what 

had occurred and if Air. Moore had changed 
his intention ? “ why, answered he, Moore 
and all the rest are gone on hoard, but 
‘■'somehow I dont think he will sail to-day 
for all that This voply almost bereft mo 
of iny senses, knowing’* consofiiUMnO' 

of being' left bcliitul would be o joorne\ L*y 
I';ind io iMudrus, (Ibr he would never have 
had patience to wail till Capiaiu Kielie.id- 
son’s ship was read\) the expense of whicli 
alone must amount to eigld. or nine hundred 
rupees, not to mention the intolera])lc fatigue 
of travelling in this Country. Aware that if I 
did not* exert myself all was lost, I took a 
hasty leave of our kind friends, a nd we 
immediately proceeded to Cochin with our 
little baggage, and sent out for a boat, 
but by this time the afternoon breeze liad 

set 



set in and the sea ran #6 highj that non# 
would venture over the Bar; at last a man 
agreed to provide' 'a large boat and take us 
off for sixteen rupees. When we came to the 
Water side^ what should this mighty boat 

prove, but a narrow Canoe ^ with paddles, 
scarcely big enough to contain us and our 

four rowers. I hesitated the people ran 

round me on all sides, intreating me not 
to venture, and assuring us both by words 
and gestures that the danger was imminent. 
Captain Richardson who was among them 
declared that, it would be next to a miracle 
if we escaped : indeed every . moment 
evidently increased the risk ; but Mr. 
p now seeing the error "of his de- 

lay, swore to run all hazards, rather than 
stop any longer at Cochin: a common prac- 
tice with most people who have brought them- 
selves into diihculties by their imprudence 
and who seek to regain by obstinacy, what 
they have lost through folly. Bity such can* 
not always suffer alone. Finding him positive 
I commended myself to the protection of 
El B 2 
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the Almighty and stepped in ; all the speefft", 
tors seeming to look upon me as a self de- 
voted victim : yet bow ^vas it possible to 

avoid going 1 had I refused «Mt. P 

would constantly liave upbraided me with 
■whatever ill consequence might have resultcci 
from the delay-j and who could wish for life 
oh sueh terms ! " No” thought I at the 
moment^ " rather let me brave death in the 
'Mine of my dnty, than have my future days 
"embittered by reproach, however unmerited.” 
As we proceeded the waves gradually i’n*r 
liig'her, and began to break over ns ; 
one maft was continually employed in 
iTSiling out the -(vater, tbotigh hi.s only' 
Utensil was ^ bamboo, which hardly held 
a quart. Never shall I forget what I 
felt on looking round in th'fs Situation ; 
tfvery Wave rising muiiy feet higher than (he 
boat, and tln'eatening to overwhelm us with 
instant destructiori. 1 ssit at first vfitb my 
face to the stern, bnt afterward.s nioved to 
the front, and w'hen I saw a wave coming, 
bowed my head to meet it. We were a 
fftile from the - shore, nnd at least tvM from 
the ship ; was not this' sufficient to appal 

the 
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llic sloiitest tieavt ! yet I can tiu’y sav tliat 
my mitui was perfectly composed, conscious of 
the rectitude of my .intentions, — I conUl look 
up boldly . tdi Heaven for protection. My. 
^ ^ ^^1^ 5 UU how froquenty I 

hi'S'ged him not to entertain tiie least, doubt 
of our safety. “ Vie have never’* sahj I, 
“ been conducted thus far by the hand of 
Providence to peri.sh ; remember ray dear 
parents; is not their happiness involved 
in oTir safety ? depend upon it we shall 
be preserved to become tlie humble in^ 
" slruments of rendering their declining yoari 
liapp 3 '.” 

Whilfe I was speaking a tremendous wave 
broke over us, and half filled the boat with 
water, oil wliich, thinking it would be pre- 
sumptuous to proceed, we ordered the mevjl 
to make for the nearest land, but this tlie 
wind would not permit^ so we were obliged 
to keep on, and liad reached within a mile 
Of the ship, when she began to spread her 
sails, and in a few minutes got under weigh 
With a fair wind.— Our people now wauted 


to 
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to quit the pursuit^ as she gained ground 
considerably, but we kept them in good hu- 
mour by promising more* money, and putting 
a white handkerchief on a slick, waved it la 
the air. After some time we had the plea- 
sure to see her lack” about and lye to, so 
in another half hour we came up with her, 
having been three hours in the condition 
I have described, — wet through and nearly 
frightened to death, h- ir.g every moment in 
the most imminent dang’cr. To describe my 
joy is impossible or my impatience to quit 
the boat; without waiting for the chair to 
be lowered I scrambled on board, and had 
I not been relieved by a violent burst of fea.is 
must have fainted. 

Every one in the vessel blamed Mr. P <■ 

exceedingly for running such a risk by his 
delay as the oth^r passsengers who went on 
board in the morning, did not experience 
tlie slightest inconvenience. Mr. Moore lucki- 
ly came in the provision boat, which was 
six hours in getting on board. This cir- 
cumstance was the means of Saving our 
.passage. 


When 
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V7hen wc readied Ceylon the wind be- 
came contrary, winch Jogether with a 8tron§f 
cuirenf, kept us ypwards of three weeks 

bealinj^ otF the Island, before %Te could wea- 

• ' 

Ihcr Point de Galle. This wiH account’ to 
you for my letter being scarcely legible. — • 

1 am at this moment writing on my knees 
in bed, and if 1 had not been contented 
with this method ail the way, I could not 
have written at all. My father well knows, 
a vessel has not a very agreeable motion, 
when beating up in the w’inds eye. 

4tii Aprii., 1780. 

At length thank Heaven ! wc are at an- 
chor ill Madras lloa-Js, having been six weeks 

9 

making. a passage that with a fair wind we 
Could almost have performed in as many 
days. Happily for me our society has been 
very different from the last I was condemn- 
ed to mix with on shipboard ; — —of those 
Mr. Moore, and Mr. O’Donnell are of the 
the most importaiice to us, our acquaintance 
with them commenced in Egypt, and as they 
were indeed (tliough innocently) the Cause of 
all we suffered there, a very agreeable fel- 
low-feeling has naturally taken place belvveen 

us 
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^8. The latter wow obliged to return t(^ 
India to begin life again, (his losses on the 
Desert having been tbllotved by many un- 
avoidable expenses, es you will learn from 
my narrative) and seek a competence under 

t * ' 

ali tlie disavantas^es that ar^ injured constituti- 
on added to a keep sense oF disappointinent 

and injustice, subject hiir, to. Yot^ majf 

be sure we have had many convcrsatioiu 
concerning die sad story of the Desert, an(^ 
and the last montents of those v.-ho pcrishe4 

thete. A boat is just come to lake ns on 

shore, so adieu for the present. The Iload^' 
are very full, there are eight ships of. the 
line and above sixty other vessels, which form, 

I • ** 

a magnificent spectacle. 

Gxh April, 1780. 

1 wa? exceedingly alarmed yesterday by the 
6urf. We got safe over it, but another boat 
upset just afterwards; however, fortunately 

no lives were lost. r-Sir Thomas Rum- 

bold is iipurly eJtpecte-d to ^ra^rk, which 
is all tliat detains the. fleet; so that per- 
haps I may not bt^ al^e to write ten Uneg 
more-r 


9 
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« P. M. As far as i Mian judge I fed 
pleased with Madras, and gratified by the 
reception i have hitherto met with. I shall 
of course write to you again from hence, 
being likely to reinaii\ here a vveek or two; 
at present I must clo^ my letter ; but as 
a matter of curiosity sliall just mention thq 
astonishing celerity of the Indian tailors. — 
Yeslcrlday eveaing Mr. Fay, not being 
overstocked with clothes to appear in, or- 
dered a complete suit of> black silk, with 
Waistcoat sleeves, which they brought home 
before nine this morning, very neatly made 
though the whol^ must have been done by 
candle-light, 

I csinuat conclude vvilhonti saying, that, 
although I feel rather weak, my health is 
iinprovlng, and that the pain I suffer from 
the accident which befel me at the Factofy, 

is not so violent as formerly God grant I 

may soon he relieved from apprehi^nsions 
on that scojre. 

The Governor is gone on board. — Captain 
Ricliardson of the Ganges under whose espe- 
E £ 

eial 
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e!al charge this packet (containing the whole 
of my narrative ' from Mocha) will bo plac- 
ed, as I had no safe opportunity of forward- 
ing any from Cahciit or Cochin, h;;s 

sent for it. Tho perarnl will cost you 

c 

many tears but recollect that all is over, 
and niy future communications will I trust, 
be of a very different complexion. May 
Hiis reach you safely and meet' you all well 
and comfortable. Adieu — Go4 Almighty pre-? 
jKr-YC you prays your own, 

E. P. 


LETTER XIV, 
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Letter xiV. 

]VIadra<i, ISth \tniti 
iWr Dear Priends^ 

to itiy promise I take up th« 
pen to '^'ve you some account of this seti 
tloiv.ortt, which has proved to me a plea« 
sant rcstin^-piace after the many hardships 
and distressss it Ims lately been my lot to en- 
counter; and where in Ihe kind attentions 
and agreeable society of some of my own 
sex, I have found myself soothed and consoled 

s 

for th«! long' \Vant of Cliat comfort ; while my 
health has in general reaped groat advan- 
tages from the same source. 

There is something uncommonly striking 
and grand in this town, and its whole ap- 
pearance charms you from novelty, as well 
as beauty. Many of the houses and .public 
buildings are very extensive and elegant — ■ 
they ace covered with a sort of shell-lime which 
E £ 2 
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takes a polish like marble^ and produces It 
a wonderful effect. — I conld have fancied 
myself transported into Ualy, so magnificent- 
ly are they decorated, yet with the utmost 
taste. People here say that the chunani 
as it is called, loses its properties when transport- 
ed to Bengal, where the daunness of the at- 
mosphere, prevents it from receiving lliat exqui- 
site polish so much admired by rili who visit 
Madras. This may very likely he the case. 

The free exercise of all religions being aU 
iow'ed; the dificrent sects seem to vie with 
each other in ornamenting their places of 
worship, which are in general wcil built, 
and from their great variety, and novel forms cf^ 
ford much gratification, particularly when 
viewed from the country, as the beautiful 
groups of trees intermingle their tall forms 
and majestic foliage, with the white clin- 
nam and rising spires, communicating such 
harmony softness and elegance to the scene, 
hs to be altogether delightful ; and rather 
resembling the images that float axi the ima- 
gination after reading fairy tales, or the 
Arabian nights entertainment, then any thing 


in 
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in feal life ; in fact PJadras is wbal 1 

conceived Grand Cairo to be, before I was 
«o unlucky as to be undeceived. This idea 
is still further hcv;;hterted by *1116 itUermix- 
furc of inhabitants ; by^ seeing Asiatic splen- 
dour, combined with Knropean taste exhibi- 
ted around you on e\My side, under the 
forms of flowing cluipery -^lately palanquins, 
elegant carriag^is, iniuimcrabJc servants, and 
all the pomp and circumstance of luxurious 
rase, and unbounded wtahh. It is trus 
tins glittering surface is here, and there 
tinged with the sombre hue that more or 
less colours every condition in life ; — you 
behold .Eiiropeiins, languishing under vaii- 
ous ctmiplainls which they call incidental to 
the climate, an assertion it would ill become 
a stranger like myself to controvert, but res- 
pecting which I am a little sceptical ; 
because I sec very plainly that the same 
luode of living, would produce the same ef- 
fects, even in the hardy regions of the 
ISoith/’ You may likewise perceive that hu- 
man nature has its faults and follies every 
where, and that black rogues arc to the full 
as common as white ones, but in my ©pini- 

oa 

! 



oh more impudent. On your arrival yoU ar* 

pestered with Dubashces^ and servants of all kinds 

• ■ 

who crouch to you as if they were already 
your slaves, 'but who will cheat you in 
every possible awaj' ; , thon;vh in f.tct tl’.ere 
is no livin-j without one of the former to 
manage your alTairs at a kind of steward, 
and you may deem yourself very fortunate 
it you procure one in thi;- land of pillagers, 
who will let nobody cheat you but himself. 
J wish these people would not vex one by 
their tricks; for there is something in the 
mild countenances and gentle manners of the 
Hindoos that interests me exceedingly. 

We are at present with Mr. & Mrs. Popham 
from whom we have received every possible 
civility. He is a brother lawyer, and a 
countryman of my husb.iud?, and slu is a 
lively woman, her spirits have in some mea- 
sure restored mine to the standard Irom 
which those amiable gentlemen, the Beys of 
Egypt, and Sndder Khan with his coadjjiitors 
Ayres and my wdrtby ship males, had so cruel- 
ly chased thera.- 
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Wc have made several excursions in the 
ficighboui'linod of Madras which is every 
where delightful, the whole vicinity beings 
ornamented with gentlemen’s houses built in 
a shewy style of architecture^ and covered 
with that beautiful cbunain. As they are al- 
most suiTuunded by tfces, when you see one 
of tlicse superb dwellings incompassed by a 
grove, a distant view of Madras with the 
jscu and shippings so disposed as to form a per- 
fect landscape, it is beyond comparison the 
tnost charming picture I ever beheld or could 
have imagined. Wonder not at my enthu- 
siasm; so long shut up from every plear.ing 
object, it is natural that my feelings should be 
jiowcrfully excited when such are presented 
to ine.‘ 

Nothing is more terrible at Madras tlian 
tl'.e ‘ surf whi-ch as, I hinted before, is not 
only alarming but dangerous. They have 
here two kinds of boats to guard against 
this great evil, but yet, notwithstanding 
every caroi many lives are IdSt. -One of t 
these conveyances called the Massulah boat, 
is large, but remttrkubly lights and the . planks 

.of 
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•f vfhich it ■ is constructed are actually sewci^ 
together by the fibres of the Coroa-viut 
It is weU calculated to stem the violence of the 

r 

surf but for gieater safety it requires to be at- 
tended by the •other, called a Catamaran, 
viliich is merely composed of bamboos fasten- 
ed together aud pad lled by one man. Two 
er three of these attend the Massulah boat, 
and in case of its being overset usually pick 
up the drowning passengers. Thu dexterity 
with wiiich they manage tlicsc things is in- 
eoaceivable ; — but no dexterity can entirely 
M'ard off the danger. The beu.cii is remarkably 
fine. 

.The ladies here are very fashionable I 
assure you: I found several novelties in 
dress since 1 quitted lilngland, which ^ good 
deal surprised me, as 1 had no idea 'that 
fashions travelled so fast. It is customary to 
take the air in carriages every evening* in 
the environs of Madras : for excursions in the 
country these arc commonly used ; but 
^ in town tli*y have Palanquins, carried by 
four bearers, ■which I prefer. Tlicy are 
often beautifully ornamented, and appear iti 
character with the country, and with the 
laBguid air Of ch^su who use them, which, 
’ • though 
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(Itou^i very different from any tiding I have 
been accustomed to admire in a woman a« 
you well know, yet is not unpleasing in 
a country the charms of which aFe'^eighten- 
ed by exhibiting a vievy of ^ciety entirely 
new to me. 

Mr. PopuAM is one of the most eccentric 
^cings I ever met with. — Poor man he is a 
perpetual projector, a race whose exertions 
have frequently benefitted society, but sel-* 
4om 1 believe been productive of much adr 
yantage to themselves or their.families. He is at 
present laying plans for building what is 
called the black town, to a great extent, and 
confidently expects to realize an immense for- 
■tune, hut others foresee such difficulties in 
the way, that they tear he .may be ruined 
by the undertaking, The pleasure he takes 
in bis visionary scheme should not he omitted 
in the account as of some value, for it real- 
ly seems to be an uncommon source of en,* 
joyment. 

The Black town is that part of Madras, 
which was formerly inhabited wholly by the. 
iiatives, but of late many , ISuropeant have, 
p » ■ 
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tak.en houses there, rents being consIderabJy 
lower than in Fort St. Georgs, which is 
a very strong Garrison, ‘built by the Eng- 
lish, and where since have bcc.i coiislnicteri 

many fine houses, &c. this is considered 

of course a more fashioualiie place to re.side 
in. Between the Black town and the Fort, 
lies Choultry Plain which being covered en- 
tirely with a whitish sand, reflects such a 
dazjzhng light, and intoIeral9le heat, as to 
render it a terrible - annoyance especially to 
strangers. Mr. Pay has been exceedingly 
pressed to take up his abode here, and real- 
ly many substantial inducements have been 
held out to him; but as his views have been 
all directed to Calcutta, where knowledge and 
talents are most likely to meet encouragement 
he cannot be persuaded to remain. Besides, 
a capital objection is, that no Supreme Court 
being as yet established he could he only od- 
initled to practise aa an attorney, no advo- 
cates being allowed in the Mayors Court : 
so that rank as a Barrister would avail 
nothing here : 1 most cordially acqiiiese in 
this determination. But I must suspend my 

cciribblihg^; Mr. P— is waiting to take 

to St. Thomas's Mousx. 

. ITth 



17th April, 1780. 

I resume my pen, resolved to devote this 
day to ray deal friends, as it is likely to be 
the last 1 shall spend in Madras. 1 found 
St. Thomas’ Mount a very beautiful place, 
it is a hi^li hill of a conical form, crowned 
at the top with white houses, and a Church 
built by the Portuguese in memory of some 
St. Thomas, who they soy, was murdered 
oil this spot %y a Brahmin. — The road to 
this place is delightful, being a complete 
avenue of the finest trees 1 ever saw, whose 
intermingling branches are absolutely inipervL- 
oiis to the sun. Not far from hence I was 
shewn a prodigiously fine Banian tree, the 

t 

singular ‘nature of which is, that its branches 
bend down to the ground, take root and 
thence spring oufc anew; thus forming in- 
numerable arches. 1 call it a vegetable 
Cathedral, and could not help fancying 
that Banian groves ■ were formerly appro- 
priated. to idolatrous worship, since they are 
admirably calculated for the Celebration 
of any mysterious and solemn riles from 
which the uninitiated are excluded ; and may ’ 
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jbeprofierly ctilled ** Temples dot made witti 
hands.’* On the whole^ I felt highly grali' 
,fied by ray little e.tcursidn, which ivas, I 

c 

believe, not more than seven miles from 
Madras. > 

I must now assure you that I have ac* 
tually seen several of those things with my 
<)wn eyes, which we girls used to think poor 
Captain S — took traveller’s liberty in relat- 

ing, such as dancing snakes. Jugglers swallow- 
ing swords &c. The snakes were to -me 
somewhat alarming, the other a very dis- 
gusting spectacle ; when they are become 
familiar 1 may be amused with the one, 
since the various forms, the prismatic co- 
lours, and graceful motions ot' the snakes 
may give pleasure which the other exhibitions 
never can. >Vheii you have seen a man 
thrust a sword down his throat and are fully 
convinced that there is no deception, you 
feel that you have beheld a wonder, and 
there the * gratification ends, for the sight 
is unnatural and disgusting. With some 
other tricks of the Juggle^?', I was however 
much pleased ; his power of balancing was 
iwtouishing, and be bad a method of throw- 
ing 
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Jrtg four brass balls up and catcbing Ihem 
with such aaiazing rapid;ly, that they perpe- 
tually encircled his head, forniinp: a kind of 
hat around it ; he likewise threaded small 
beads with his tongue, and performed a num- 
ber of vi^Vy curious sligiils of hand Dancing 
girls arc a coiistan) source of amuiOincnt 
here, but I was much disappointed in them, 
they wrap such a quantify of muslin round 
them by way of petticoat, that they almost 
appear to have hoops ; — and their motions 

are so slow, formal and little varied, that 
you see the whole dance as it were at once : 
tfiey are very inferior to those of the same 
profession at Grand Cairo thaugli I never 
saw any there but in the streets, however 
their dancing is certainly less indecent, at 
least so far as 1 could witness it. 

There seems to be a strange inconsistency 
in the character of the natives ; they appear 
the most pusillanimous creatures in existence, 
except those employed on the water, whose 
activity and exertions are inconceivable. 
They will encounter every danger for the 
sake of rfevv ard, with all the eagerness of 
avarice, and all the heroism of courage; so 
that if yo'j have occasion to send of!' a note 

/o 
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to a 'sliip,, no matter how high the surf may 
tun, you will always find some one ready 
to convey it for you, and* generally without 
being damaged^ as their (nibans are curious* 
ly folded with waxed cloth for that purpose; 
to off they skip to 'their Calaiuarans, — for 
the prospect of gain renders them as brisk 
us the most lively Europeans. 

The Hindoos have generally their heads 
shaved but tliey preserve a single lock and 
a pair of small whiskers widi tlie gieatest 
care. Their manner of wiiting is curious; 
ihev write with iron needles, on palm-leaves 
which are afterwards strung together and furm 
books. Boys aie taught to write on the 
sand; a very good plan as it saves mateciais 
and a number can be instructed at the same 
time. For teaching arithmetic, great niun- 
bers of pebbles are used ; so that every part 
of the apparatus is cheap. 

The natives of India arc immoderately fond 
of an intoxicating liquor called Toddtf which 
t is the unferiucnteci juice of the Cocoa-nut 
or Palmyra tree; — sugar and water is also a' 
favourite beverage. Butler is very scarce and 
, not good ; what they call Ghee . is butter 

boiled 
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boiled or claribed, in order to preserve it, 
ttnd is very uselul for many purposes, such 
as frying Qn (he whole one may 

live very well at Madras, ^to me it ap- 

pears a land of luxury as you may suppose, 
when you recollect, liT)w I had been accus- 
tomed to fare. We may think ourselves ve- 
ry well off ill escaping from the paws of that 
fell tyger Ijyder Ally as we did, for I am 
assured that the threat of sending us up the 
country to be fed ou dry rice, was not 
likely to he a vain one; it is thought that 
several of our countrymen are at this very 
time suffering iu that way : if so, I hearti- 
ly wish that the War he has provoked, 
may gp forward ’till those unhappy beings 
(ire released rnd the usurping tyrant is ef- 
fcvtualiy humhied. 

Mr. O'Donnell has just called and de- 
sired mo to prepare for an early summons 
to-morrow. I have ever found him friendly 
anil attentive and must always deem myself 
highly obliged to him, as he certainly had 
but too much occasion to ■ feel hurt by the 
behaviour of Mr. Pav, whose temper, you 
hnoWj is not the most placid iu tlic world. 

lie 
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He quarrelled with both him and Mn. Moorb^ 
during: the passage about the merest trifles 
(wherein too he was palpably in the wrong) 
and challenged them both ; 'Judge what I must 
have sulFered during these altercations, vain- 
ly endeavouring to conciliate, and in ago- 
nies lest tilings should proceed to extremi- 
ties. — On our arrival here, I prevailed on 
Ma. PoPiiAM to act as a mediator between 
the parties ; who at length, though with 

great difliculty, convinced Mr. F 

that he had been to blame, and induced 
him to make a proper apology to both gen- 
tlemen : thus ended the aflair but 1 have 
reason to think, that had not 1 been 
with him, he would not have been invited, 
to proceed farther on the ship ; noi;' am I 
free from apprehension at present, yet Mr. 

O’D has proved himself so true 

a friend and has so materially served my hus- 
band, tliat I trust our short trip from hence 
to Calcutta, will prove a pleasant one. I 
understand that several addiliongl passengers 
t are to join us, which may operate as a 
check on ipirite. 


18th 
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18th ApRftJ 

Mr. & Mrs. P • ■ ■ ■ have completed 
their hospitable kindness by insisting tliat 
should partake of an early djnner (at one 
cVlock) after which we irtimediately proceed 
on board ; and heartify rejoiced shall I be, 
when once over the terrific surf. I leave 
Madias with some regret having met with 

much civility and even sympathy here. I 

must now bid you adieu ; in my next I hope 

to announce that my long pilgrimage is 

ended. 1 likewise shall .expect to find letters 
from )'OU, waiting my arrival at Calcutta.' 
My anxiety at times arises to impatience, lest 
any evil should have befallen you, during 
the long period in which all communication 
has been suspended between us: my heart 
however yet retains its power of conversing 
with joii. Wiienever I see any thing- new 
or cutcMMiiining 1 directly imagine how you 
would have looked, and what you would have 
said on the occasion ; and thus cheat myself 
into a pleasing dream of social intercourse 
with those most dear to me. 

G o 


Our 
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Oar stay at Madras has been the means of 
procuring us some respectable recommendations 
to persons in Calcutta ; for. we have made se- 
veral desirable ^connections here. Hope again 
smiles on us and I endeavour to cherish her 
Suggestions ; for it is as much my duty as my in- 
terest to keep up my Spirits, since in my pre- 
sent state of health, without them, 1 must 
wholly sink; and now more than ever 1 
feel the necessity of using eitertiou. 

The hot winds prevail here at present, which 
tenders the toeathet peOuliatly oppressive, but 
81 few hours will ^ange the scene. Adieu : 
remember me in your prayers, my beloved 
parents, my dear Sisters, and rest assured of 
the unalterable affection of your own 

Eliza. 


LETTER XV. 
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LETTER XV. ^ 

Cauvtta, SSkd May,' 

My D£An F/tixxos^ 

I may now indeed call for your eongratu* 
lations *ince after an eventful period of 
^wclve months and eighteen days, I have 
length reached the place for which ( 
have so long sighed, to which I have look”* 
ed with innumerable hq[||es and fears, andi 
where I have long rested my most rational 
expectations of future prosperity and comfort.' 

1 must*^ now in order to keep up the connec- 
tion of my story return to, Madras, and from 
thence conduct you here regularly. 

Mr. F and Mr. P — ; both assured 

me that a massulah boat was engaged, but 
on arriving at the beach none could be 
liad; BO there being no remedy, I went off 
in a common cargo boat which had no ac-* 
commodations whatever for passengers, and 

G 0 8 
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•where iry only scat •w'as one of the cro« 
beams. How 1 saved n) 3 ‘self from fallinj^ 

Heaven knows, Mn. F was under 

the necessity ,of exerlin" his whole strength 
to keep me up, so be suflered a lililc for 
liis negligence. It was what is failed a 
black surf and deemed very dangerous ; there 
were some moments when 1 really thought 
we were nearly gone : for how could 1 in 
my weak state have bnITetted the wave.s Irad 
the boat overset ? When once on board our 
voyage passed comfortably enough ; our socie- 
ty was pleasant ;4f^ideed Mr. O’Donnell is 

ever a host to us in kindness; Mu. M 

our siipereargo was however more strict in 
his enforcement of rules than was agreeable 
to most of us ; we were kept more order- 
ly than so many children at school ; for if 
we were in the midst of a rubber at whist, 
he would inaka us give over at nine pre- 
cisely, and we were obliged to keep our 
score 'till the following evening, e But this 
was of little moment, for as we advanced' 
towards the place of our destination, we were 
too much interested to think of any thing 

else. 
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else. We li?id a distant view of the pa- 
goda’s of Jaggernauth , — three large pyramidi- 
cal buildings very famous temples among 
the Hindoos, who there worship the images 
of Jagg<;rnaulh and keep a splendid establish" 
njent of the Priesthoa^ attendant on the Idols 
in the manner of the ancient heathens. 1 
am credibly assured that at stated intervals 
the principal figure is taken out in an enor- 
mous car, with a great number of wheels 
beneath which his votaries prostrate them- 
selves with the most undaunted resolution ; firm 

ly persuaded that by .‘I*.. sacrificing their 
lives, they shall pass immediately after death 
into a state of everlasting felicity. W^eU 
may we say that, ‘ life and ii« mortality 
were brought to light by the Gospel” 
since in regions where its sacred induence 
is unknown or unattended to, we see such 
gross acts of folly and superstition as tlicse, 
sanctioned by authority ; may it please the 
Almighty^ disposer of events to hasten the 
period of their emancipation, that all man- 
kind may hail each other as brothers, and 
we may be brought together as “ one fold^ 
under one shepherd.’’ 


CalcttlU 
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Calcutta, you know is on the Hoogly, ^ 
branch of the Ganges, and as you enter Gar* 
dcn-reach which extends* about nine miles 
below the town, the most interesting views 
that can possibly be itna*,-ined greet the eye. 
Tilt- banks ot the rivbr ore as one may say 
absohuely studded with elegant tnansions, call- 
ed here as at Madras, garden-houses, 'riiese 
houses are surrounded by groves and lawns, 
which descend to the waters edge, and pre- 
sent a constant successiim of whatever can 
delight the eye, or bj-^peak vvoalth and elegance 
in the owners. ^|^ie nu'oic appearance of 
the river also, which is much wider than 
tire Thames at London bridge, together 
wi:h tlie amazing variety of vcs.sel.s tonlinu- 
ally passing on its surface, add to the beau- 
ty of the scene. $oiue of these are so 
whimsically constructed as to charm by their 
novelty. 1 was much pleased with the snake 
boat in particular. Budgerowjs somewhat 
rebcmbling our city barges, are ^ery com- 
mon, — many of these are spacious enough 

S' 

to accommodate a large family. Besides 
these the different kinds of pleasure boats in- 
termixed 
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termixed willa meroantile vessels, and ships 
of war, render the whole a ma->'nifiCL‘nt. and 
beautiful moving j>;(*tnrc; at once exhilirafing 
the heart, and charming tlie, sei’^es : for 
every object of sight is viewed through a 
medium that heightens its attraction in this 
brilliant climate. 

The town of" Calcutta reaches along the 
eastern bank of the Hoogly ; as you come 
up past Fort William and the Esplanade it 
has a beautiful appearance. Esplanade-row, 
as it is called, * which froj^ the Fort, seems 
<0 be compesed of palaces ; the whole range, 
except what is taken up by the Government 
and Council houses, is occupied by the prin- 
cipal gentlemen in the settlement — no person 
beinji- allowed to reside in Port William, but 
such as are attached to the army, gives it 
gr^nVly the advantage over Four St. Georoe, 
which is so incumbered with buildings of one 
kind or other, that it has more the look of 
a town tlian of a military Garrison. Our 
Fort is also so well kept and every thing in 
such excellent order, that it is quite a cu- 
riosity to see it— all tlie slopes, banks, and 

ramparts 
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ramparts, are covered with the richest verdure, 
which completes the enchantment oi the 
scent". iiij .1 tliC gcueral at^pect of the 

ten. /v' ; notwitiiiianuiiig’ the 

c he it he thci'inometer seldom stand- 

i:,.. '■ ' f 1.1 !v .1: III' auernooti) E never 

fan* •>;.'> gif*en than adorns the sur- 

1 iinoi’ •, ii-. — not «hat parched miserable 

l..ok o'i.i. h o lands have diiriu!^ the sum- 

mer .loafs ; — large lisktires opening in (he 
et.*r(h, U .5 if all vegetation were suspended ; 
i'! fact the copious dews which fall at night, 
If -fore moisture to the ground, and cause 
a '>hi..rt thick gc^ to .spring up, which 

it.^.hcs the liiiest food imaginable for the 
cat’le. Bengal mutton, always good,, is at 
tiits period excellent-^I must not forget to 
till you that here is a very good race 

g'ouiid at a short distance from (Calcutta, 
wiiich is a place of fashional)ic resort, 
fur morning and evening airings. 

'^J’hvough Mr. O’D’s kindness we ^ycre intro- 
duced to a very respectable Portuguese family 
vi.o received ns with the greatest civility, 
tiifi'.iug us to take up our abode Avith them until 
wc cuidd provide ourselves with a hou-sc — Mr. 

Da 
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t)a C wds a widower, but his late Tfrife’S 

Sisters, who - resided with him, were boro 
at Chancleniag'orc, (a French settlement be- 
tween twenty and thirty * miles higher 
tip the river;) but from long disuse they 
bad lost the habit of speaking their native 

f 

language, tliough they -Understood it per- 
fectly; so 1 was forced to make out their 
Portuguese in the best manner I could, 
constantly answering in French. In this 
way we frequently conversed, cm! I gained 
much information respeol^g the customs of 
tlie place tlie — price of prOTisions, and many 

other useful matters. 

. '■ 

Fortunately, throughout all oilr dilHcullics 
we had preserved our letters of introduction, 
by keeping them always concealed about 
tis, togciher with Mr. F— — — ’s admission to 
the Bar and other credentials, which were 
essentially necessary to his establishment here: 
so that ray husband became immediately • 

known to Sir R. C-* who behaved to 

him with the utmost attention; aud whose 
H H 
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lady after liearitig a little of my mclanchoJ'y 
•tory, and finding I was too much indispos- 
ed to admit of my paying my respects to 
her, had the' goodness to wave all ceremo- 
liy,^ and accompanied by her liusbancb 

.to visit me at the house of the Poitiigacse 
merchant., which was a condescension tha«t 
i Certainly had no right to expect. She is the 
the most beautiful woman 1 ever beheld, —in 
the bloom of youth ; and llicrc is an agree- 
able frankness in her mai^iors', (bat cd- 
tiances her loveliness, and renders her 
truly fascinating’;# Her kindness towards me 
daily increases ; and she seems never weary 
of listening to Iny sad .story. " She loves 
Me for the dangers I have passed, and I 
love her that she docs pity them.” 

29x11 IMay. 

1 have delivered my letter of introducti- 
on to Mrs. II on whom I should 

have waited long ago, had the state of my 
health admitted of the exertion. She rc'- 
sides at Belvidere-house about, I believe., 
five miles from Calcutta, which is a greafc 

distance 
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distance at tliis season and for an invalid; 
The lady was fortunatfely at home and had 
three of her inost^ intimate friends with her 
on a visit, one of them, Mas. Motte, 

a most cliunning woman. Mrs. H — .t 

herseif, it i.s easy to perceive at the first 
glance, is far superior to tljc generality of 
her sex ; tliougli her appearance is rather 
eccentric, owing to the circumstance of her. 
beautiful auburn hair being disposed in, 
ringlets, throwing an air of elegant, nay 
almost infantine simplicity over the counter 
nance, most, admirably adapted to heighten 
the clVect intended to liS produced. Her 
whole dress too, though studiously becoming 
being *^at variance with om* present modes 
which are certainly not so, perhaps for that 
rcasmi, &|ie has chosen to depart from them— 
as a foreigner you Know, she may b® excus- 
ed for not strictly conforming to our fashi- 
ons ; besides her I’ank in the scUlcmcnt sets 
her above the necessity of, studying any thing 

but the whim of . the moment. It is easy , 

» 

to perceive how fully sensible shg is of her 

H u 3 
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cv^ consequence. She is indeed raised to 
a “ giddy height” ' aird expects to be treat- 
ed with the mpsi prefouud respect and dc- 

t 

fcrence. She received me civilly and insist- 
ed on my sfojmg dinner, vhich 1 had no, 
ir.< Iinnlion to refuse, but seemed not to evinre 
jnmii sympathy when I sligliliy touched on 
the misfortunes which bad befallen me ; nay 
gbe even hinted that 1 had brought them 
on myself, by imprudently venturing on such 
an expedition out of mere curiosity. Alas 1 

jMrs. H — I could uot know what you 

are well accpiaintcd with, tliat I undertook 
the journey with a view of preserving my 
husband froip destj-uction, f*)r l;adj I not ac- 
cc.nipanifd him, and in many instances res- 
trained his extravagance and dissipated ha- 
bits, he would never, never, 1 am con- 
vinced, have reached Bengal, but have 
fallen a wretched sacrifice to them on 
the way,, or perhaps through the violence 
of his temper been involved in some dispute 
■which he was too ready to provoke, but to 

1 

rctniT.i T could not help feeling vexed at 

Mrs. H B observation, to say the best 

of 
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of it, it was unfeeling; — but I excuse ber. 
Those basking in the lap of prosperity ran 
little appreciate the sufferings or make 
allowance for the errors of the unfortunate ; 
whom they regard as almost Beings of auo* 
Ihcr order, , 

You will expect me to say something 

ot tlie house, which is a perfect bijou i 
most superbly fitted op with all that un- 
bounded ailluence can display ; but still 

deheient in that simple elegance Avhich the 
Avoaithy so seldom attain, from the circum- 
stance of not being obliged to search for 
effect Avilhout much cost, which those but 
'moderately rich, find to be indispensable. The 
gTOHiids*aro said to be A’cry tastefully laid out, but 
bow far this report is accurate 1 had no op- 
portunity of judging; the windows being 
all as it were hermetically closed ; sashes 
bliuds, and every opening, except where 
tatties were placed to exclude the hot Avind. 
This surprized me very much : but I un- 
derstand no method is so eifectual for that 
purpose. I Avas not permitted to take my 
departure till the evening, when the faic 
lady of the mansion, dismissed me with ina- 

ny 
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ny {general professions of ki.n(lnessj of wliicl;| 

1 4 

1 knew how to estimate the value. 

Next morning we received an invitation to 
the hall give*; pnnually on the King^s birth- 
diX 3 ^ This however I was under the nce,csr 
sity of declining on tlie plea of ill heahli, 

ancj Mr, F — -could hardly ever bo 

persuaded to attend such formal assem-' 
hiics. 

When my husband waited on Sir E. J. — i 
the Chief Justice^ to shew his credentials, ho 
met with a most flattering reception. It so 
happened that he was called to the Bar from 
iuiiicolii's Inn himself, and seemed quite at 
liotnc while perusing the papers, being ac-» 
quainted xvith the hand-writing ol the oflicera 
who prepared them ; and perhaps that cir- 
cumstance might render him more partial. 
Oil Mr. F — s expressing some appre- 

hensions Ust his having come out with- 
out leave of the Vi I. Company might 
throw obstacles in the way of his ad- 
mission to the Bar here. Sir E— 

indignantly exclaimed No Sir, had you 
dropped from the clouds with such docu^ 
mentSj we would admit you. The Su- 
preme 
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pfeme Corn! is independent tind will rievef 
" tudure to he dictated to^ by any body of men 
w'aose claims are* not enforced by superi- 
or authority. It is nothin;; ‘to us whether 
you had or had not ^pe;rinission from thei 
Court of Directors, to proceed to this 
“ settle inent; )ou come to us as an autheu- 
“ ticiiteJ English Barristci*, and as such, 

wo shall on the first day of the next Term^ 
admit you to our Bar. ” Sir E — 

also ofi’ered to introduce him to Mr. llydti 

which ]Mr. F thanUfully accepted. 

Do you not admire the high tone in vyhich 
Sir E. delivers his sentiments ? There exists, 
it seems, a slrong* Jealousy between the G-o-* 
Tcrnmcnt and the. Supreme Court, lest 

eilher should encroach on the prerogatives 
of the other. The laUor not long since 

coinmitod Mr. NaylOr the Company's Attorney 
for some breach of privilege, who being irt 

a weak state of health at the titrie, died in 

ebnlinement, — this has increasetl the difference, 
1 merely mention this en passant, for it 

regards not us, let them quarrel, or agree; 

so the business of the Court be not irti- 

f)cded w® cannot suffer. JMr. F' — \» 

already 
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already retained in several causes. Hjs whole 
mind will now, 1 trust, ba occupied wilW 
his profession, and as his abilities have never 
been questioned, I flatter myself that He hsi^ 
every reason to look forward to ultimate 
success. 

20tu July. 

llyder Ally has at length thrown off the 
Inask, and commenced hostilities in good ear* 
nest. How providential was our liberation at 
that critical Juncture ! and my gratitude to 
Heaven was lately called forth in another in* 
stance — I recently conversed with a gentleman 
who crossed the Great Desert by way of Alep- 
po. — tie assures me that besides the "danger 

from the Arabs, there is so much more from 
other causes than in going over t/inf to 

Snez, that he is quite confident, I n<fver 
could have survived, the joiirucy ; or 
he added any European woman” — therefore' 
on the whole we seem to have ejtperienccd 
the lesser evil, though the alternative of 
falling into the bands of the enemy was hor- 
rible ! I am concerned to say that dread- 
ful reports are in circulation respesccting 

ttie 
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excesses committed by Hythr’s troops in 
the Carnatic^ bvt the particulars are to shocl^f 
in^ to be repeated.* 

You have no idea how busy I am. Lady 

Q lias ijceu kind enough to lend mo 

some of her dresses, for mine to be made by 
— 1 have commenced house-keeping, and am 
arranging my estahlishmeut, which is no 
little trouble in a country where the servants 
will not do a single thing, but that fuv 
wliicli you expressly engage them nor cvci\ 
that willingly. I just novy asked a man 
to place a small table near me; he began 
to bawl as loud as he could for the bear- 
ers to* come and help him ^Vhy dont 

you do it yourseir* said I ? rising as 
I spoke to assist. Oh 1 no English. I 
Bengal man ; I no estrong lilce Eng^ ■ 
lish ; one, iioo, three. Bengal men can- 
not do like one Englishman.-^ Adien 

remember you must write m® long letters# 
you see even the heat has not reduced 
mine to a single ^heet. 1 trust that I shall 
never he found incapable of addressing i/ou, 

J 3 


Mr. 
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JVfr. P— ^vUh nif in kind r*? 
wenibrance«, 

I am ever inoet alfection^tely youf’s; 


LETTER XVI* 
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Letter x\t. 

CitCUTTA; SJtii AugcSt. 

My Jbj^AR FriSNOS, 

Ten thousand thank's for the precious 
][)ackt:t of letters 1 yesterday received ; you can 
form no id.!a of the eajforncss with which 
I flew from tny dressing room; and 

Mr. P from his study at the 

joyful sound of ' letters from EngMnd'. But 
my very eagerness wrought for a ^Yhile its 
own disappointment ; for Avlien 1 laid my 
hands on ' the prize, I fell iiito a kind of 
hysteric, and it was some tin>e before I 
Could break the seals, and yet Would not 

suffer Mr. F — ‘ to deprive me of the 

gratification for which I had so long pant- 
ed — over such treasures who would not be 
a miller — 1 Would not permit a single scrap 
to escape me till I had devoured the whole. 
Those only knovv what that impatient hunger 
of the heart is after information^ and the 


bterccurs. 
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intercourse of affection, who have becfrl 
debarred as long as I had been from objects 
so dear. 

I rfioicO lo find that the Chernlier 

de St. Lubin performed his promise and 

« 

♦ you now are in possession of every 
event that occurred to us till our arri- 
val at INIocha. "l^o kno\V that we had pass- 
ed the deserf, that object of ixiy dear mother'* 
dread and apprehension, must have, set her 
mind comparatively at ease ; Alas ! little did 
*hc sdppose, how far more horrible were 
the miseries that We had still to undergo ! 
thank Heaven, they are past. — I will quit the 
subject which agitates me too much* 

I am happy to say that our house is a ve- 
ry comfortable one, but we are surrounded 
by a set of thieves. In . Etiglaod, if ser- 
vants are 'dishonest we punish them, or* 
turn them away in disgrace, and tlieir fate 
proves, it may be hoped, a warning to 
others ; but these wretches have no sense of 
ahamc. 1 will give you an instance or 
two of their conduct, that you may perceive 
how enviably I am situated. My KhanSa- 
mai) (or house steward) brought in a charge 

of 
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6f a of milk and thirteen eggs, fo*' 

tiiiihing scarcely a pint and half of custard ; 
this was so barefaced a cheat, that 1 refused 
to allow it, on which he gave me warn* 
iiig. 1 sent for another, and, after 1 had 
hired^ him, now srfid I, take notico 
fiioiid, I have enquired into the market 
price of every article that enters my house 
and will submit to no imposition ; you must 
therefore agree to deliver in a just account 
to me every morning'’ — what reply do you 
think he made ? why he demanded double 

wages; you may be sure I dismissed him, 
and have since forgiven the first but not 
till he hud salaahted to my foot, tlvat is 
placed his right luind under my foot, — this 
is the most abject token of submission (alas ! 
how much better should 1 like a little com- 
mon honesty.) I know him to be a rogue, 
and so are Uicy all, but as he understands 
Ine now, he will }>erhaps be induced to use 
rather more moderation iu his attempts to 
defraud. -^At first he used to charge me wkU 
twelve ounces of butter a day, for each 
person ; now he grants that the. consumption 
is pnly fpjir ounces. A)i^ if the?c peop]|e 


were 



■were ilwdre that I am writing about ihenty 
they have very obligingly furnishcil me with 
tinother anecdote. It seems my comprodore 
(or market ,man) is gone away; he says 
poor servants have no profit by staying 
with me ; at other gentlemen’s houses he 
always made a rupee d day at least ! besides 
Ms wages; but here if he only charges an 
anna or two more^ it is sure to be taken 
off — So you see what a terriblte creature I 
am. I dare say yem never gave irie Credit 
for being so close. — I find I vvas imposed on, 
in taking a comprodore at all ; the Khansa- 
man ought to do that business. Judge whe- 
ther I have not sulficient employment among 
there harpies feeling as 1 do the , necessity 
of a reasonable economy. It is astonishing, 
and would be amusing if one did not suffer by 

it, to see the various arts they will practice 
to keep a few annas in their hands, — for 
though the lawful interest of- money is but 
twelve per Cent (enough you will say), yet 
twenty four is given by the shop-keepers, 
who will lend or borrow the Smallest sums 
for a single day, and ascertain the precise 
interest to the greatest exactitude, hiving 

ther 
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^lie advantage of cowrees, 5120 of winch ge 
to make one rupee. The foolish custom 
Tvhicli subsists here of keeping Banians^ gives 
rise to a thousand deceptions, ^ as no one 
pays or receives money but through the medium 
of these people who hhve their pro6t on 
every thing tlvat comes into the house. 

t 

In order to give you an idea of my hous« 
hold expenses and the price of living here, 
f must inform you that, our house costs on- 
ly 200 rupees per month, because it is not in 
a part of the town much esteemed ; others* 
wise we must pay 3 or 400 rupees ; we 
are now seeking for a better situation. We 
were frequently told in England you know, 
that the heat in Bengal destroyed the appe- 
tite, I must own that I never yet saw any 
proof of that ; on the contrary I cannot 
help thinking that I never saw an equal 
quantity of victuals consumed. We dine too 
at two o’clock, in the very heat of the day. 
At this moment Mr. F— — — — is looking 
out with an hawk’s eye, for his dinner; and 
though still much of an invalid, 1 have no 
doubt, of being able to pick a bit myself. 
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I will give you our bill of fare, aud tho ge-* 
ncral prices of things. A soup, a roast fowl, 
curry and rice, a muttoli pie, a fore quar,- 
t*M‘ of lamb, 9 rice pudding, tarts, very good 
cheese, fresh churned butter, fine bread, cx- 
celleut Madeira (that U expensive but eata- 
b'es are very cheap,) — a whole sheep cost^ but 
two rupees ; a lasnb one. rupee, si.x good 
fowls or dr.cuS ditto— -twelve pigeons ditto — -twelve 
pounds of broad ditto — two ]>ounds butter ditto; 
and a joint of veal ditto — good cheese two 
months sold at the enormous price of 

throe or four rupees per pound, but no\Y 
y(ni may buy it for one and a half — F<nglisl;i 
claret sells at this time for sixty rupees a 
dozen. There’s a price for you!. I need 
not say that macli of it will not be seen at 
our table ; now and then we arc forced to 
produce U.^ but very seldom. I assure you 
much caution is requisite to avoid running 
deeply in debt. — Vne facility of obtaining' cre- 
dit is beyond what I could have imagined; 
the Europe shop keepers are always ready 
to sen d in goods ; and the Banians are so 
anxious to get into employment, that they 
out bid each other. One says “ master 
** lietter take me, 1 will advance five tljtou- 

•and 
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sand rupees” — another offers seven, an^ 
perhaps a third ten thonsaud : a Company’s 
Servant pavticnlar’y will always find numbera 
ready to support his cvlrafa^raiKje, It ’ is 
not uncommon to scq ^tcriiers within a few 
months ufier their arrivals dasliin^* awav on 
the course four irt hand : nilowiii*^ for iho 
inconsidifiatencss of youth, is it surprl>';.ii« 

if many become deeply cm!);irriised ? -•'e- 

vora! h ive been pointed out to me, \»:in iu 
the c'VM jo of two or tliroo years, have ins 
volvc'l tliems.-lvcs almost beyond hope of re? 
demption. The inlcTcst of money here being 
twelve per Cent and the Banian taking care 
to icourc bonds for whatever he advances, 
making up the account yearly and adding 
the sum due for interest, his thoughtless 
master, (as he calls him, but in fact his. 
slave) soon finds his debt doubled, and dares 
not complain unless he has tlie means o& 
release which alas ! arc denied him^ 

I should have told you before that Mr. ' 

F was admitted ‘an advocate in the 

S.uorcine Court, op the 16th June, — has. 

K & 
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been engaged in several causes, wherein 
he acquitted himself to general satisfaction 
and is at present as busy* us can be desired. 
Every one seems willing to encourage him 
and if he conliniie* but his own friend, all 
will, I fi’tl j'crsiuuled, go well with us, 
and wo shall ctdiect our sliuro of gold-mohiu’s, 
as well as our neighbonrs.— -I like to see 
the briefs come in well onoi:";!i. 'flm lees arc 
much higher here than in I'.ugland, so jon 
will say they ought” and I perfectly agree 
with you. 

Sir U. C met with an accident 

some weeks ago (by jumping out of a car- 
riage when the horses were restive) • wliich 
confined him to his house a long while but 
he is now rcco\eiing; I was a good deal 
vexed bpth on bis own account poor mati, 

and because jMr. F was df'prived of 

bis friendly aid. 1 have seen little of my 
kind patroness since, for she goes scarce any 
where without her husband — w« were to dine 
with them the very day ‘ the circumstance 
happened. They are gone up the country 
and will not return for some mouths. 

« # 


19tu 
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31tii Auct’S’T. 

t lirtve received another packet and rtjoice 
to hear you are sdi going’ on so well. They 
talk of a frigate being soon tp sail, in whirh 

case J shall ch)?e and dispatch this. As 

I propose sending you a regular supply of 

Calcutta Gazettes, there can be no necessity 
to fill my letters nitb political information. 
I trust that in a short time ilyder, will be 
efiectually humbled. 

Mr. IT lias visited hs several 

limes ; and is now quite complaisant to 

Mr. F — This is the way of the 

world you know, and of course to be e.v- 
peeted from such a slave to outward circuni- 
stance, such a mere summer friend” as 

this man ever evinced himself. — By his ac- 
count the hardships they tindcrwent would 
very soon have destroyed so poor a creatnro 
as I was ‘Jt that time : sd that the dilBcul- 
ties Ave fell into, though at the moment of* 
suffering so deplored, proved eventually our 
safejguard in more respects than one. Had we 
not touched at Calicut, I am fully 'persuad- 
ed wc should have been shipwrecked^ and 

K & 2 


had 
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had not tny illness furnished, a pretext for 
detaining us there after the rest, I should 
have died among those crncl people in lha 
v\rH\ shocking way imaginable, siuce thoy 
were to • a iong while abschitely destitute o*" 
cv'vy ner.c.s^»iy. ^V"ha.t short-sighted beings 
we are ! i.ovv futile, how defective our b st 
Ibkiued culetilations ! I have sometimes picas- 
?d mvs(‘!r (I hope not im])roperly) with the 
Idea, that the power of disrerning cU‘r:«.]y (he 
beneficent designs of providence daring otir 
cartldy pilgrimage, and of perceiving (liat in 
a thousand instances Lkc tliese, a rong!) and 
stony path has led to safely and ulthi*at« 
happiness, may be intended to form part 
of our enjoyment in a future slate, wherein 
we arc taught that to contcinplatc tuc Su- 
preme Being in his perfections will consti- 
tute the height of bliss. Let me have your 

sentiments on the subject ; its discussion cart 
do neither of us harm and may lead to im- 
j)rovcment. 

8th Septembek, 

I 

i liave nothing particular to add — my hcaltll 
(bontinucs very good considering all things 
This is a dull tioiel vacations are always 


*0 



t ««i : 

'«D to profeulonal people. God bless you and 
grant us a happy meeting — our prospects are 
good ; nothing but*t|ie grossest misconduct 
■cam prevent our success. Adieu • 

Y aurs • most affectionately 

E. P, 


LETTB^ xril: 
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LETTER XVII. 

1 

^ Calcutta, 27th September. 

Dear Frtejtds, 

Ttie bad news I liinted at some time ago’ 
is already avcnw"'! : and a much more se- 
rious affair has happened sinre, bet fer the 
present I must relate what has orcnpied a 
great deal of attention for son>e days past ; 
HO less than a duel between the Governor 
General and the first in Council, Mr. Francis; 
there were two shots fired, and the (iover- 
nor’s second fire took place ; he inuiiediaiely 
ran up to his antagonist and pxpres^ed his 
sorrow for what had happened, Avhich I dare' 
say was sincere, for he is said to be a ve- 
ry amiable man. Happily the ball was soon 
extracted and if he escape fever, there is 
BO doubt of his speedy recovery. Wha 
gave occasion to the quarrel is said to have 
l^cn an offensive Minute entered on the 
Council books by Mr. Trancis, which he 
refused to rescind ; but being unacquainted 

with 
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with the paFllculars, 1 have little right as 
inclination to make any comments on the 
sui)j<!(:t — It always vexes me to hear of such 
things. What a shocking custom is that of 
duelliiig ! yet there are^ tiaics when mea 
may be so situated that, as the world goes.' 
one knows not hovv they could act oilicr- 
Avisc; much may be eil’ected by the ju- 
diiioiis interference of friends, but those 
((Uiiiilied for the task are rarely to be met 
w'illi. Mr. Francis is highly respected here, 
and being now at the head of what is called 
the opposition party, bis death would be se- 
verely felt by many who ailed great indif- 
ference about the event. 

• 

Since I wrote last we have bad a gooddea 
of trouble with our Mobamelan servants, on 
account of an old custom ; not one of them would 
touch a plate on which pork had been laid— 
so that whenever we had any at table our 
plates remained, till the cook or his mate 
came up to change them. This being 

represented as a religious prejudice, I felt it#» 
right to give way, however ridiculous it 

might appear, in fact it was an incanveni- 


ence 
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ence we felt in common with the whole^ 
aeftlcmentj except the g^cntlemen -of the Army 
who had long before emancipated themselvr* 
from any siich restraint; funding this to b« 

really the case the whola of the Kuropomi 

% 

inhabitants agreed to insist upon their 
servants doing the same as those of the 
ofBcers at the Fort, or ijnitting their p'aces. 
They chose the iaiter aMernative, and as 
t-K-ir prrjmlires run very high in all religions 
ni'tlfers, we were in doubt whether they 
S(OijI,] not prefer Buffering the greatest 
■^Atrcniity rather, than toueh the very vessels 
which contained this abhorred food, — but 
behold in about four days they came back 
again rorjuesting to be reinstated ; ‘ and ac- 
knowledging that the only penalty inciirrpd 
by touching the plates was the necessity 
of bathing afterwards; from this you may 
judge of their excessive idleness; however 
all now goes on well and wc iiear' no more 
of their objection — 

The serious affair at which I hinted in the 
beginning of this letter, was the cutting 
•ff Col. Bftillie's detachment with dreadful 
slaughter. 1 trvsk ' we shall soon have ample 

jevenge. 
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revenge, fur that fijie old veteran Sir Eyrfc 
Cooto is about to take 4he fUjld and li!" 

very name will strike those undisciplined 

hordes lyitU terroi* — Oh how* I feel inter- 

• ' 

osted in the event I • 

Nothing surely can be more diia- 

g’reealde than the weather here at pre- 

s(;iit, it is very hot witli scarcely a 

breath of. uir atirring ; and such swarms of 
insects biuczing about, but beyond all the 
bug lly is disgusting — one oX them will scent 
a room ; they are iu form like a ladybird 
but their smell is a thousand times more of- 
fensive, than that of our bugs. A good 
breeze Vould disperse them all, but that we 
must not expect till the monsoon changes^ 
that is, about the middle of next mo;.lh,' 

I never told ynti tfiat one of the Captains 
who had cluirge of . us cjt Calicut made his es- 
cape some months ago, add camp to ask our 
^ssistauQe till be could get employment up the 

^ounlry. Mr. F — ! - rgave. him a lower 

ijQom, and he remained with u« several weeks : 

L li ■■ 
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his name is West. This \va.s the mati 
from whom we collected intelligence of the 
plots laid against us there, and which had 
.nearly proved successful. West is a stout 
fellow accustomed' In his early days to la- 
bour, and seasoned to the diinatc ; — he is 
gone up to Patna, in charge of some boats 
and is to remain there. Ayres used to treat 
him vesy ill at times, and he says attenrpted 
more than once to assassinate him, because 
be refused to concur witli a party that 
Ayres headed, consisting of six or eight 
abandoned wretches whose intention it was 
to cut off several of the more opulent na- 
tives secreth/, and possess themselves of their 
effects : wlnle they shoyuld contrive to fix the 
guilt of the traiosaction on some persons 
who were obnoxious to Uicm. West threa- 
tened to reveal the whole ph)t, on which they 
pretended to abandon it, but he soon found 
their object was to rid the'nselves of him ; 
and he effected his escape in a canoe (at 
the utmost risk of perishing in the attempt) 
to Cochin,' from whence he easily got a 
passage to Bengal.' What a horrible* fellow 
is that A} res! surely he will meet his de- 


serts 
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Stirls ; should the Ellgli^h take him he will 
be shot instantly as a deserter. 

We have found out a nephew of Isaac’s* 
nsuucd Panieh he is a man of no ^reat consc* 
quence hcrc^ cither ii> point of situation or 
circumstances though not absolutely poor : — 
we asked him to dinner, and endcavom’cd hy 
every means in our power to evince the 
grateful sense we entertain of his worthy un* 
clc’s kindness and beneficence. 

3d Novkmuer. 

Since my last date 1 have the pleasure 

to acknowledge the receipt of another packet 
from .England, with th^ gratifying intelli* 
gence’that you were all well on the <ih of 
April. My time has passed very stupidly 

for somje months, but the town is now be- 
ginning to fill,— people are returning for the 
cold season. Term has commenced, and 

]VIr. P has no -reason to complain 

of business falling oil’; if he fall rfOt from 

it, all will be well. My first Patroness 

Lady C' is returned from her tour 

• L L 2 

but 
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Tjut Sir Robert having; purchased an elegpint 
mansiou in Calcutta, (for which he is to pay 
£ 6,000 in Eng;lan(}) her' Ladysliip has full 
employment ini arranging and htting up her 
new abode ; so that I see but little of her ; 

t 

she is bower er aivrays kind and full of con- 
descension ton ai ds me when wc do meet. 

I9rn DrcEirnr-K, 

Pav has mot with a gentleman here 
a Ur. .lackson who comes from 'the saaic 
]><iit of Ireland, and knows many of his 
ronnections ; they soon heoaine inllma,.', 

Er. J is phv^’cian to (he Cciinpi.nv. \ .,1 ,n 

very high prac'ice besidf^; I lunc* been 
visited by the whole family. The eldest son 
a fine noble looking young man, is a 
Xiicutenant in the Army, and Iju.s k.icly niaf- 
lied a vCry pretty little woman, who came 
out in the same slop under the protection 

of his mother ; as did Miss C y a 

.most amiable and interesting young La- 
dy, who now resides with them. They 
Imc not heert long arrived. The Doctor’s 

Lady 
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Lady is a native of Jamaica and lllic liiotic 
'• cl:il(lfen of the sun, ” fiank -and hospita- 
ble to a degree — fdnd •f social parties in (he 
old styie""^ where the song wnd merry jc't 
circulate round the festiyo board” particidar- 
Jy after supper. Dinner parties they seldom 
give ; hnt 1 have been present at several 
ci.vjVKicrc since the commencement of the cold 
season. The dinner hour as I mentioned before 
is two, and it is customary to sit a long 
wliilc at table ; partiruiarly ‘during the cold 
season ; for people here are mighty fond 
of grills and stews, nhich they season them- 
selves, and generally malco v*ry hot. The 
Jlurdwan stew trhrs ;» d'al fiT '.u; -, it i.s 
composed of every thing at (...ne, i'di. hodi 
and fowl ; — somewhat like the Spanisij ()!la 
Podrida, — Many suppose tinit unless pic- 
parod in a sil\cr sancepan it cannot be go<.d; 
on this jjoint I must not presume to give 
an opiuio)), being satisfied with plain food; 
and never Tasting any of these inceiitivas to 
luxurious indulgence. During dinner a good 
de\ >of wine is drank* but very Tittle’ after 
file cloth is removed; except in teachclorji 

parties 
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parties, as they are called ; for the custom 
of reposing" if not of sleeping after dinner 

t 

is so general that the streets of Calcutta 
are from four to five in the afternoon almost 
as empty of^, Europeans as if it were mid- 
night — Next come the evening airings to the 
Course were every one goes, though sure 
of being half sulfocated with dust. On return- 
ing from thence, tea is served, and uui- 
fCrsally drank here, even during the ex- 
treme heats. After tea, either cards or 
music fill up the space, 'till ten, when sup* 
per is generally announced. Five card loo 
is the usual game and (hey play a rupee a fish 
limited to ten. This will strike . you as 
being enormonsly high but it is thought no- 
thing of here. Tic dille and "Whist are much 
in fashion but ladies seldom join in the latter; 
for though the stakes are moderate, bets fre- 
quently run high among the gentlemen whicli 
renders those anxious who sit down for 
amusement, lest others should lose by their 
blun ders. 

Formal visits are paid in the evening; 
Aey are generally very .short, as perhapsf 

each 
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each lady has a dozen to make and a party 
wailinjr for her at home besides. Gentle* 
men also call- to offer their respects and if 
asked to put down (heir hat, it is consider- 
ed as an invitation id supper. Many a 
hat have I seen vainly dangling in its owner’s 
hand for half an hour, who at last has been 
compelled to withdraw without any one's 
offering to relieve him from the burthen. 

Great preparations are making |for the 
Christmas, and New year’s public balls 
of course 5 ’ou will not expect me to write 
much till they are over; nor to own the 
truth am I in spirits, having great reason to 

be dissatisfied with Mr, F s conduct.' 

Instead of cultivating the intimacy of those 
who might be serviceable or paying the ne- 
cessary attention to persons in power ; I 
can scarcely ever prevail on him to accom- 
pany me even to Dr. J— — — ns’ who is ge- 
nerally visited by the first ’ people ; but he 
cannot endure being subjected to the forms 
of society — some times he has called on Sir 

R. C but the other Judges he has 

never teen, e-xcept on the bench since his 

admission : 
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a«Uni9sion : be did not even accept Sir R. 

I*' — '8 obliging ofler to introduce hin> 

tb Mr. H e but suflcred Mr. Seuly. 

to- perform tlrat 'ceremony^ and when the Chief 
Justice fidvanccd to accompany iijin, I.e was 
forced to acknowledge that he hu;l bi'cn al^i 
ready introduced, — upon which the groat man 
turned on his heel and hardly ever noticed 
Jiim afterwards. This happened, on the 

day Air. F was admitted to the Itar 

at Air. H — e’s public breakfast at whose house 
the professional geulletnen all meet on tlm 
first <lay of every Term and go from thence 
in ■ procession to the Court House. I will 
now close this letter in the hope of having 
belter accounts to give you in my next. 

Your ’9 affectionately 
E. P. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Calcotta, 27rh Jan. 1881. 

My Deak Sister.* 

Since my last we have been engaged in 
*i perpetual found of gaiety — keeping Christ- 
mas, as it is called, though sinking into 
disuse at home, prevails here with all its 
ancient festivity. The external appearance 
of the English gentlemen’s liouscs on Christ- 
roas-day, is really pleasing from its novel- 
ty. Large plantain trees are placed on each 
aide of the principal entrances, and the 
gates and pillars being ornamented with 
wreaths of flowers fancifully disposed, enliven 
the scene* 

All the servants bring presents of fish and 
fruits from the Banian down to the lowest 
menial ; for these it is true we are obliged 
in many instances to make a return, perhaps • 
beyond the real value, but still it is consi- 

M M 
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dercd as a compliment paid to our hiirrah 
din (great day.) A public dinner is given 
at the Government house to iLe gentlemen 
of the Presidency, and* the evening con- 
cludes with sn elegant Ball & Supper for 
the Ladies. These are repealed on New 
year’s day and again on the King’s birth 
day. I should say have been, for that grand 
Icstival happening at the hottest season, and 
every one being obliged to appear full 
dressed, so much inconvenience resulted from 
the immense croud, even in some cases severe 
fits of illness being the consequence, that it 
has been determined to change the day of 
celcb'v^ion to the 8lh of December which 
arrangement gives general satisfaction. 

1 slunll not attempt to describe thesh splen- 
did entertainments farther than by saying that 
they were in the highest style of magnifi- 
cence : in fact such grand parties so much 
resemble each other, that a particular detail 
would be unnecessary and even tiresome. 

1 felt far mote gratified some time ago^ 
when Mrs. Jackson procured me a ticket for 
the Harmonic which was supported by a select 

number 
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number of gentlemen who each in a1phabett< 
cal rotation gave a concert, hall, and sup- 
per, during the cold season ; I believe once 
a fortnight — that 1 attended \vas given by a 
Rlr. Taylor, which clesed the subscription 
and I understand • it will not be renewed, 
a circuipstance generally regretted as it was 
nn elegant amusement and conducted on a 
very eligible plan. Wc had a great deal of 

delightful music, and Lady C who is a, 

capital performer on the harpsichord played 
amongst other pieces a Sonata of Nicolai's 
in a most brilliant style. A gentleman who 
yvas present and who seemed to be quite, 
charmed with her execution, asked me tha 
next evening, if I did not think that jig 

Lady C- played the night before, was the, 

prettiest thing I ever heard ? He meant the 
gondo which is retnarkably lively ; but I 
dare say “ Oyer the water to Charley'* 
would have pleased him equally well. 

Mrs. II- -was of the party ; she 

cauic in late, and happened to place herself 
on the opposite side of the roojdi^ beyond ^ 

ISI AI S 
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•pealiing distance^ so sf range to tell, I qwite 
forgr.t slie was there ! Atier some time had 

c 

tiapsed, my observant friend ftfrs. J-— — — 
who had been impatiently watching my 
looks, asked if I had paid my respects to 
the Lady Governess ? I answered in the 
negative, having had no opportunity, as she 
had not chanced to look towards me wlien 
1 was prepared 'to do so. Oh, replied the 
kind old lady, you must fix pour eyes on 
** her, and never take them off ’till she no- 

tices you ; Miss C t-y has done this, 

“ and so have I ; it is ubsolately necessary 
to avoid giving offence.” I followed her pru- 
dent advice and w'as soon honoured with a 
complacent glance, which I returned as be- 
came me by a most respectful bend. Not 
long alter slie walked over to our side and 
conversed very affably with me, for we are 
now through Mrs. Jackson’s interference 
on good terms together. 

She also introduced me to Lady C— — . 
and her inseparable friend Miss Molly B — - 
It was agreed between them when they 
yrera both girls that, whichever married 
« first 
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fcr»t the other waB to live with her, 
»iid accord ing^ly when Sir K took 

his lady from St. ’Helena^ of which place 
her father was governor, - ]\'Krs Molly who 
is a native of the ^ island accompanied 
them to England and from thence to India, 
where she has remained ever since ; — thus 
giving a proof of steady attachment not 
often equalled and never perhaps excelled. 

IOtii Febru-Iry. 

Yesterday being the Anniversary of 
•ur release from imprisonment, we invit- 
ed Dr. Jackson’s family, Mr. O’Donnell 
and some other friends to assist in its, ce- 
Icbration ; I sail it my ‘Jubilee day’ and 
V’ust my dear friends at home did not 
foj’get (he occasion. 

This reminds me to tell you that Sudder 
Khan and Ayres our chief enemies, have 
both closed their career of wickedness. 
Tlic former died of wounds received be- ' 
fore Tellicherry ; and the latter having 
repeatedly advanced close to the lines of 
that place, holding the most contemptuous 

language 
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Janguaoje anJ iinleccnt gestures toward® 
the OiQccrs ; setting every one at defiance 
and dai’iiig them to fire at him, (I sup- 
pose in a s|atc. of intoxication, miserable 
wielc!i !) v/as at length picked olF, to use 

%fe 

» iniii^ary phrase. — Too Iwnourablc a death 
for such a inunsler of iniquity. My hope 
was, that he would have been taken 
prisoner, and afterwards recognised and 
shot us a deserter. 

Poor West is also dead ; he never 

reached his destination the boat he 

went up in, by some aeckleut struck on 
a .sand bank and nearly all on board pe- 
rished. 


26th March, 

A Frigate hein,g ordered to sail for Eu- 
rope with dispatches from Governtoent, I 
shall avail mjsolf of the occasion, and 
close this letter with a few remarks on 
our theatrical amusements. 

The house was built by subscription ; it ia 
very neatly fitted up, and the scenery and de- 
corations quite equal to what could be cxpect- 

here. 
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licre. The parts are entirely represented by 
amateurs iu the drama — no hired p«tformci 9 ^ 
being’ allowed to act. ^ I assure you 1 havfe seen 
cliaracters supported in a manner that would 
not disgrace any European stage, lln/c-'! 
Preserved was exhibilAl some time ago, 
when Captain Call (of the Army) hir. .Drej! 
(a member of the Board of Trade) aiid 
liicutenant Norfar, in Jallier, Pierre, 
and Belvidera shewed very superior theatri- 
cal talents. The latter has rather an ef- 
feminate appearance off the stage, yet I 
am told he is a very brave OiTicer when 
on service ; and tbor.gU always dressed as 
if for a ball, when be makes bis ajtpenrance, 
is amoijg the most alci'. in a moment of 
danger. ’I cannot imagine how he contrive* 
it, for the present mode of arranging the 
hair requires a great deal of time to make 
it look tolerable ; however this is said to 
be the case. One of the chief inconve- 

niences in ebtablishmculs of this kind, is 
that the performers being independent of 
any controul, will some times persist in 
taking parts to which their abilities are 
by no means adequuate ; — this throws an 
air of ridicule over the whole, as the spec- 


tator* 
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tators are too apt to indiilgie their iriirllil 
oa the least opening of that kind; in fact 
many go to see a tragecjy foi‘ the express 
purpose of enjoying a laugh, which is 

r 

certainly very illibei'al and must prove de- 
trimental to the holies of an enfant insti- 
tution like the one in question : — for my own 
part 1 think such a mode of passing an 
evening highly rational; and were I not 
debarred by the expenccj should seldom miss 
a representation — but a gold mohur is really 
too much to bestow on such a temporary 
gratification. Adieu — I shall write again 
soon. 

Your’s most affectionately 

E. P, 
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Calcwtta, 26 tk. May*; 

m 

My Dejr Sister^ 

You must have peiccived that the style of- 
my letter'i for some mon*h? past has bccr^ 
constraiuetl, nor could i(, possibly be otherwise ; 
for not uisliing to grieve your affectionate^ 
heart by a recital of th" melancholy change 

in my prospects^ occasioned, by Mr. P — ’s 

imprudent, behaviour, I wns reduced to 
enlarge pn less impo^’tant .subjects. Some hint:^ 
IipwcvcM' escaped me which must have led 
you to suspect that all was not going oiy 
properly ; but his conduct of laic has been, 
such that no hope remains of his ever 
being able to prosecute his profession here.' 

Ever , since oar arrival he. has acted in 
every respect directly contrary to my adi- 
y^cc — By constantly associating with persons 
who had distinguished themselves by thwarting 

N N,. 
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the measures of Government^ — lie soon 
became equally obnoxious. On one occasion 
when a tax was proposed to bo levied on 
houses, several meetings were held at our 
house, wherein openly insisted on the 
illegality of such a procedure, and encou- 
raged his new friends to assert their indepen- 
dance. I remonstrated in the strongest terms 
against measures so pregnant with evil, and 
which must terminate in utter ruin, if not 
speedily abandoned ; the character of our chief 
rulcv being well known ; — he will never 
desert a friend or forf^he an enemy; what 
chance then has an individual who rashly 
incurs his resentment of escaping its bane- 
ful effects ? all this and more I repeatedly 
hut alas vainlif urged — my representations 
were as heretofore treated with contempt : 
he still persevered, giving himself entirely 
up to low and unworthy pursuits, while his 
professional duties were wholly neglected 
and his best friends slighted. 

We were frequently ‘invited to parties 
which he as constantly evaded, leaving me 

to 
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to make what cxcu&cs I couid for his absence.— 
My dear kind Patroness Lady C still conti- 

nues on my accoui^l to shew him attention as 
do the Jacksons and some few others; she 
has lately added a son to her family ; — t 
was with her at Ihe'timej and the sweet 
infant seems to have formed closer ties be- 
tween us. On a late occasion however she 

was compelled to speak {ilainly. The chris- 
ten iii<j is to take place in a few days; 

Sir E and Lady 1 have offered 

to stand for the child, and Lady C 

wishes me to be present, but Sir E 

positively refuses to meet IMr. P ■ 

who of course cannot be included ; so unless 
I can .reconcile him to the omission I must 
remain at home also. 


So June. 

The gi’and ceremony is over, I had no dilfi- 

culty with Mr. F he declared himself 

pre-engaged the instant 1 mentioned the sub- 
ject, and insisted that 1 should make some • 
apology for jjim which was readily pro- 
N N 2 


iiiiSed 



tniscd — Vou may suppose that I ^otilvil not 
under sucl> circumstances ein< v miich plea- 
sure though Sir E and lys I-^adj behaA’ed ve* 

ry graciously. But the id .. tha! nsy. husband 
\vns so totally proscribe., here be might havd 
figured among the 1<'. . ->st pierCed my very 
soul ; was I forre^ u) put on the ap- 
pcaranee of cheerfe,' - •««. that I might seen! 
to receive as a compliment what was certain- 
ly 'so intended. The public reiintcnanca 

of La dy C and being admitted to 

such a select party cannot bn* opeiate fa- 
vourably for me at this crisis, when 1 shall 
Stand so mbch in need of support. 

24tu June. 

Though term is norV far advanced, Mr. 

F has scarcely a brief. Tlie attorneys 

are ,positi\cly afraid to employ him; and 
causes have actually Come on with two ad- 
vocates on one side and one on the other, 
rather tjian permit him to appear in them. 
M hat a noble opportunity of making an 
ample fortune is thus wantonly jthrown a- 
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'R’ay 1 Heaven grant me patience. 1 hav© 
cnly Ihiu reliection to console me, tlini every 
effort in my powea has been made to ward 
off the blow which is now^ inevitable. 

I yotilcrday coiificled ib Lady C — my 

real situation ; who (on my staging llsat iNlr. 

F must certainly be obliged to tjuit 

the Settlement very shortly,) with the utmost 
Iviiidness insisted on my making her house, 
my home whenever tliat ev^nt should take 

place; and Sir 11 has in the most 

cordial way inforced the invitation — 'Phns 
Ihrongh the goodness of Providence am I 
provided witli a secure atul highly n's-'pecliible 
a^iylunv till a passage to Euro])e ran be 
obtained on moderate terms, a difficult mat- 
ter to accomplish. 

17 tii Jvi.t. 

On the last day of the present month we 
must quit our house; and when my husband 
and I may reside under the same roof to- • 
gather again. Heaven alone can tell. U is 
astonishing to see with what apparent un- 
concern he supports the shock : hut tlie 

acquisition 
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acquisition of a new Patron bes raised his 

spirits. Colonel W'^— * a man of superior 

abilities and iintncn.se fortune has been lon^ 
a determined ojtposer of Government, and 

r 

the bitlcr enemy of Sir E. 1 against 

whom he has set an impeachment on foot, 
to prosecute which it is requsite a con- 

fidential agent should serve the process on 
the dcfeiid'ant litre, atid proceed to Eng'- 

land with the necessary docninents. Itli" F 

has contrived to get himself appointed to 
this office : he has drawn up a set of articles 
many copies of which are preparing by 
Bengalee writers, who though they profe.ss 
to understand English and arc tolerably 

correct in copying what is put before them, 
know not the meaning of any thing they 
write ; a great convenience this to such as 
conduct affiiirs that rcipiire secrecy, .since 
the persons employed, cannot, if they were 

80 disposed, betray their trust. Cidonel W' 

never comes here-; all is carried on with 
an air of pixifound mystery — 1 like not such 
proceedings and doubt if any good can come of 
them, but I dare not interfere nor drop 


even 
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^ven a hint \vhich might lead to suspici- 
on that any thing extraordinary is going 
forward. The duty* of a wife which is pa- 
ramount to ail other civil obliggtions^ compels 
me silently to witness wh'^ is beyond my pow- 
er to counteract ; although the character of a 
highly revered friend is obliquely glanced 
at, and may be in future more seriously 
implicated in the business — you will guess 
to whom I allude — Adieu you shall hear from 
me again when I change my abode. 

Your's affectionately 

E. F- 


LETTER XX.; 
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LE TTj^R XX, 

f 

Cau.i;itAj 8Stu Avev'tifj. 

\ 

M\' Da;. in Si.^TEn, 

Since I v.rote last, my feelings h^ve bcea. 
hai'rasscd in various vra>8 aliiost beyond en- 
ilui:ancc — 3Ir. Fay quitted me on tlic 31st 
nUinvo, and the rest of llvat day was devot- 
ed to tile distressing (however just und ne- 
cessary) task of delrvering back such article! 
of furnitnre as had not been paid for, t<> 
the persons wlio supplied us with (hem ; and, 
also returning wliat had been borrowed of 
dillerent friends for oiir convenience ; what 
remained was taken posscsssion of next morn- 
ing, by a man to whom rtiy unfortunate 
husbrmd bad given a bond for money ad- 
vanced on the most exorbitant terms, to. 
support his extravagance. Thus am 1 left dis-. 
titutc of every thing but my clothes, to en- 
dure the wretched effects of bia imprudence, 

willi 
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with a constitution weakened \y the eufferin^ 
a{td privations, I underwent dnrinj^ my event <• 
t'al journey, added to the dread which 1 
cannot avoid feeling lest tb^ unlucky blow 
I received in Calicut should ha productive 
o^ serious consequences. 

Lady C -■■-■welcomed me as a sister, sha 
vyishes me to accompany her every where but 
time alone can reconcile me tp general socie- 
ty : — The very day of my removal here, a cir- 
cumstance was disclosed that determined me no 
longer to bind my destiny with that of a man 
who could thus set at defiance all ties divine 
npd human. After consulting my legal fViends 
1 demanded a separation, to which he hav- 
ing consented, a deed was drawn up by 

Mr. S, under the inspection of Sir 

R C in the fiillcst manner possible 

rendering me wholly independent of Mr, • 

p ^0 authority, with power, to make 

a will &c, in shbrt conceived in the strongest 
terms our language could supply. I have ap- 
pointed Mr. G. Jones Solicitor of Lin- 
coln’s Inn and Mr. Me Veagh one 
O o 
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of the masters in Chancery here to act as iny- 

Trustees. Two more respectable men 1 cou!«i 

not have chosen. You my dear sister, who 

know better tl|an any one, what exertions 

I have used, and what sacrifices I liave vain,- 

\ 

tj/ made for this most ungrateful of heinj^s, 
will not be surprised to tind that even mtj. 
patience was not proof aj^^ainst this last out> 
rage. 

Bnt let me dismiss the halcful subject mere*- 
ly stating that the deeds were signed i>vi the 
11th instant. His secret is safe with me, 
though when wc met on tliat occasion ho 
had the insolence to hiivt his belief that out, 
of revenge 1 should divulge it. So let him 
stilt think, for JL deigned no reply except 
by a look ; when I with secret triumph be- 
held his hitherto undaunted eye sink beneath 
the indignant glance of mine. 

” Tis Conscience that makes cowards of us all.’’ 

5th September. 

Sir Robert being appointed President of 
the Court at Chinsurab, is gone up to take 
possession of his charge, accompanied by 

Lady 



[391 ] 

LaU) C : — i — and the family. So here am 

1 left alone to ramble ovAr this great house 
and nn;ditate on irv'eiiarable evils. Sir 11—— 
has however kindly enirusled me with tlve 
keys of his immense librar;i>j^ whidi will fur- 
nish a rich treat when my mind acquires 
suilicient calmness to look beyond itself in 
search of amusement. 

The acquaintance of IMrs, W 1 

have found a most valuable acquisition. I 

went with Lady C to pass a day 

with her at the gardens, and have been treat- 
ed with the utmost allcution ever since. She 
has authorised me to look up to her as a 

steady .patroness on all ^occasions. ?vlr. IT 

being gone up the country on political busi- 
ness Mr, W of course takes the chair 

during his absence so you may jfidge what 

influence Mrs. W possesses ; but " she 

bears her honors so meekly” and contrives td 
soften the refusals which she is frequentiv com- 
pelled to give by so much affability and sympa- , 
thy, as to conciliate all parties and render 
herself generally beloved. 


O o 2 
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I have never mentioned yet how indiffer* 
enlly we arc provided with respect to a place 
of worship ; divine service being performed, 
in a room, (not a very large one) at the Old 

r 

Fort; which is a..grdat disgrace to the settle- 
ment. They talk of building a Church and 
have fixed on a very eligible spot whereon to 
erect it but no further progress has been 
made in the business. 

I now propose, having full leisure to 
give you some account of the East Indian 
customs and ceremonies, such as I have 
been able to collect, but it roust be con- 
sidered as a mere sketch, to point your 
further researches. And first for that hor- 
rible custom of widows burning themselves 
with the dead bodies of their husbands ; 
the fact is indubitable, but 1 have never 
had an opportunity of witnessing the va- 
rious incidental ceremonies, nor have I ever 
seen any European who had been present 
at them. I cannot suppose that the usage 
originated in the superior tenderness, and 
ardent attachment of^Indian wives towrds 
their j spouses, since the same tenderness 

and 
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ftnd ardour would doubtlew extend to lii^ 
oiFspring and prevent them from exposing- the 
innocent survivors to .the miseries attendant on 
an orphan state, and tliey would see clearly 
that to live and cherish' pledges of 

affection would be the most^ratinnal and imtural 
way of shewing their regard for both Iius- 
baud and children. 1 apprehend that as 
personal fondness can have no part here at 
ail, since all matches are made between the 
parents of the parties who are betrothed to 
each other at too early a period for choice 
to be consulted, this practice is entire^ 
ly a political scheme intended to insure the 
care and good offices of wives to their hus« 
bands, tvho have not failed in most coun- 
tries to inveni a sufficient number of rules to 
render the weaker sex totally subservient tft 
their authority. 1 cannot avoid smiling when 
1 hear gentlemen bring forward the conduct 
of the Hindoo women, as a test of superior 
character, Since I am well aware that so much 
are we the slaves of habit every where that 
' were it necessary for a woman’s reputation toburn 
herself in England, many a one who has accepted 
a husband merely for the sake of an establish- 
ment. 
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msntj who has lived with him without affect 
tion ; perhaps thwarted his vicws^ dissipated 
his fortune and rendered* his life uncomfor- 
table to its close, would yet mount the fu- 
neral pile with all 'imaginable decency and 
die with heroic furtitnde. The most speeious 
sacrifices arc not always the greatest, she 
who wages war with a naturally petulant 
temper, who practises a rigid self-denial, 
endures without complaining the nnkindness, 
infidelity, extravagance, meanness or scorn, 
of the man to whom she has given a tender 
and confiding heart, and fur whose happiness 
and well being in life all the powers of her 
mind are engaged ; — is ten times more of a 
heroine than the slave of begolry and su- 
perstition, who affects to scorn the life de- 
manded of her by the laws of her country- 
or at least that country’s custom ; and ma- 
ny such we have in England, and 1 doubt 
not in India likewise : so indeed we ought, 
have we not a religion infinitely more pure 
than that of India ? Tlie Hindoos, or gen-o 
toos arc divided into four castes or tribef 
called the Brahmin, the K,hntree, the Bu«sho> 

and 
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and the Shodor : their rank in the land, 
declines (gradually tn the last named, and if 
liny of them commit an offence which de- 
prives them of the privileges that belong to 
their respective castes, tlreyyi#l!iecome Parias, 
which may therefore he call^ a filthy tribe form- 
ed as it were of the refuse of the rest. Those 
are indeed considered the very dregs of the 
people, and supply all (he lowest offices of 
human lif‘*. They all profess what is call- 
ed the I’eligion of Bralinia, from the caste 
which bcar^ his name all the priests are 
chosen, who arc treated in every respect 
with distinguished honour and reverence. Their 
religions Code is contained in a book call- 
ed the ‘Veda, which only the Hrahinins are 
allowed to read ; it is written in a dead 
language called the Sanscrit. They wor- 
ship three Deities, Brahma,- the creator, 
Vistnoo the preserver, and Siicciab (he 
destroyer. But they profess to believe them 
only Ihe representations- or types of the 
great spirit Brsdima (the Supreme God) whom 
they also call the‘ spirit of wisdom, and the 
principle of Truth : none but Hindoos are 
allowed to ehter temples, but I am told the 

Idols 
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Idols wonhipped there are of the very tigliest 
forms that imagination can conceive ; and to 
whom Pope's description^ of the heathen dci» 
ties may, in other respects, be strictly ap- 
plied. ' 

Grds changeful, partial, passionate unjust.” 

Whose ill tributes are rage, revenge, or lust. 

1 lament to add that to such wretched eb'* 
jects as these, numbers of the deluded na-' 
lives are devoted in the strongest and most 
absolute manner possible. A certain sect 
named Pundarams live in eontinual beggan 
ry: extreme hunger alone induces them to 
ask for food, which when granted, they“ on^ 
ly lake just what will preserve life, and 

spend all their days in singing songs in praisa 
cf Sheevah ,* another sect add a tabor, and 
hollow brass rings about their ancles to in- 
crease the noise with which they extol their 
deity. 1 consider both these as a species of 
monks but believe the holy fathers fall fair 
short of the Jogccs and Seniases of India,, 
in their religious austerities. These not on- 
ly endure all possible privations with apparent 

indilference 
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indifference, but invent for themselves vari- 
ous kinds of tortures which they carry to 
an astonishing length ; such as keeping their 
hands clenched 'till the nails ^ow into them, 
•"Standing on one foot days and even 

M’eeks togetlier — rti\d hiring people to support 
their hands in a perpendicular position. 

Their expiatory .,i au* Aome of 

them di’eadful. I myseif saw s ;i: lining 

in the streets with a piece of iron thrust 
through his tongue which was bleeding pro- 
fusely. On the Churruk Poojah (swinging 
feast) hundreds I have heard, are suspend- 
ed at an amazing height by means of books, 
firmly fixed in the flesh of the back, to which 
sometimes a cloth is added round the body 
to afford the miserable victim a chance of 
escape, should the hook give way. I, by 
accident, (for voluntarily nothing should ha.v« 
tempted me to witness such a spectacle) saw 
one of these wretches, who was whirling • 
round with surprizing rapidity, and at that 

P r. 
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distance scarcely appeared lo retain* the 
semblance of a human form. They firntfy 
expect by this infliction to obtain pardon of 
all their olfenceSj and should death be the 
consequence, they qrr straight to heaven — 
thus changing the horrid state of privation 
and misery in which they exist here^ for one 
of bliss : if such be their real persuasion, who 
tan condemn the result. 

itideed under otlier circumstances H is found 
that, notwithstanding their apparent gentles 
jicss and timidity, tlie Hindoos will meet 
death with intrepid lirmncss — they arc also 
invincibly obstinate, and will die rather than 
concede a point ; of this a very painful in* 
alance has lately occurred. — A Hindoo beg- 
gar of the Brahmin caste went to the house 
of a very rich man, but of an inferior tribe, 
requesting alms ; he was either rejected, or 
considered himself inadequately relieved, and 
refused to quit the place. As his lying be- 
fore the door and thus obstructing the pas- 
sage was unpleasant, one of the servants 
first intreated, then insisted on his retiring:, 

and 
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pnd in speaking pushed him genfly away; 

chose to call Ibis push a blow, and cried 
aloud fo.r vedrc^fs, declai'ing. that he would up- 
v^r stir tfoni the spot 'till JiS had obtained 
justice against the inan‘: who now endea- 
voured to sooth hijn but in vain ; — like a 
true Hindoo he sat down, and never moved 
a^’ain, but thirty-eight hours aftenveyrds cx- 
j^ired, detnaudiug Justice with his latest 
breath ; being well awsu’c thajt in the event 
9f thisj the in^ste^ would have a,n enormous 
fine to p.ay, •jj^hich a,cco,rdingly liapp.cned, ^ 
am assured that such evidences of the sur- 
pri^in^ indiilerence to life, the inflexible stub.- 
bornntss, and viadipljve dis})osiliQnB of these) 
people are by no means rare ; it seeips exx 
tiaordinary tboiigb, iitat sentiments and feel- 
ings apparently so, contrary to. each other 
should operate on ibe same minds ; seeing, 
tliem so quiet and supine, so (if it may be 
90 expressed) only half alive, as they gene, 
rally shew themselves, one is prepared foJ 
tdieir sinking, without an effort to avert any 
impending danger but that they should at 

p * a 
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the same time nourish so violent and active a 
passion as revenge^ and brave even death so 
intrepidly as they often do in pursuit of it, 
is very singulai*^-: — but enough of these silly 
enthusiasts. 

I had lately an opportunity of witnessing' 
ll:e marriage procession of a rich Hindoo. 
The bride (as I was told) sat in the same 
paloiiqu;!; v.Ith the bridegroom, which was 
splcii0.' ]ly ornamented; — they were cccompani- 
e j b)' all t'le relations on both sides, dressed 
in the superb manner; — some on horse 

back, some in palanqx.ins, and s^veval on 
elephants; — bands of dancing girls and mu- 
sicians I understood preceded them ; — and ii\ 
the evening there were fire-w'orks at the 
bride's fathers house and the appearance of 
much fehsting &c. but no Europeans were 
pre^nt. This -wedding was of a nature by 
DO means uncomuiOQ here ; a rich man had 
an only daughter, and he bargained to dis- 
pose of hor, or rather to take for her a 
husband put of a poor man’s family, but of 
his own Caste ; for this is indispensable. In 
this cat^ the bridegroom is bi ougbl home tn 

h» 
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his father- in-Iavv’s kouse and beconioe a mem- 
ber of the family ; so that aiujou'^h the law 
prohibits a man from giving' a dowry with 
his danghter, yet you see he ’docs it in ef- 
fect^ since he gives a house to a man who 
wants one ; in fact gives a fortune, but pad- 
dled with an encumbrance ; perhaps in a 

few years the old man may die, and the 
young one having fulfilled the wishes of hii 
parents, and provided for his own wants, 
may employ some of his female relations to 
look round among the poorer families of his 
caste for a pretty girl, whom he will take as 
a second wiio, tho’ the first always retains 
the pre •eminence, and governs the house ; 
nor can the husband devote more of Lis tima 
(o one than the other, — tlie law compelling 
him to live with them alternately, you may 
be sure the account is strictly kept. Mf 
Iranian Dattaram Chiickerbutty has been mar- 
ried between twenty and thirty years, with- 
out taking a second lady, and he. boasts of 
being much happier with his old wife (as ho 
calls her) than the generality of bis friends 
are atnidst the charms of variety. For my 
own part, 1 liavo not a, doubt but he is in 
the right. 
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TUe Hindoo ladios are never seen abroad f 
vheii ihey go oul their carriages are close- 
ly covered with cui tains, so that one 
!ws little cliaih;e of satisfying curiosity. I 
OJicc saw (wo ^pareoily very beaulit<4 
>voinen ; they use so much however, as 
renders it diilicnlt to judge wliat claim they 

reaUjf hav*i to that appcll^lipn^ ^'riipit 

\yhole time is t^ken up in decorating their per- 
sons : — the hair- eye-lids — cye-braws — teeth, 
— hands and nails, all undergo certain processes 
to render tVicm more completely fascinating ; nor 
can one seriously blame their haying recourse t(( 
these, or the like .artifices — the luolivc being 
to secure the ufieclions of a hnsbaud, or ti^ 
fouiileruct the plans of a rival. 

TJl Septe.mbe5. 

The Htudoos who can afford to purchase 
syoud for a funeral pile, burn their dead ; 
one cannot go on the river vyilliuut seeing 
numbers of these c.\hibitions, especially u( 
eight, and most disgusting spectacles they 
ate. I will not enlarge on the subject. 
This mode however is far superior to that 
of throwing them into the river, as practised 
by the poor; where they offend more senses 
|ban one. 1 have been frecjuently obliged to^ 

leturii 



return precipitately from a walk along the 
river side, by tbc noisome cxbaUitierus wbiek 
arose from these wf etched objects. 

Some of the Hindoo customs respectiuj; 
the sick are really shocking — ^V^hon a person 
is given over by the Brahniins, (niio are 
physicians as well as priests) the relationf 
immediitlely convey him, if within a rcasoi>- 
able distance, to the banks of the Ganges, 
where lie is smeared with the mud, quantities 
of which I am told are thrust into his month, 
nose, and ears. This treatment soon reduces 
him to a dying stale ; nor is it desirable 
that he shonid recover, since he must in 
that case lose caste ; for it is an established 
rule, thi\t whoever removes from the spot 
where the sacred rites have been performed, 
becomes an outcast. Dr. d— — — — was once 
fortunate enough to be called in to attend the 
wife of a Hindoo Rajah whom tliey were 
on the jioint of taking to the river when 
he arrived — he assured the iVajah tliat he per- 
ceived no dangerous symptom* ^and would 
answer for her doing well. — Luckily the tre- 
mendous ceremonies had not commenced; 
The event justified our g'ood Doctor’s predie- 
tiona — the lady is still living and liis success 



in this instance, has led to several others, 
highly gratifying to the best feelings of hu> 
inanity and certainly beucticial to his fortune. 

1 

This letter has^un to such an enormous 
length that I must now conclude, with wish- 
ing tliat 1 may soon hear good news of 
you. 1 remain, 

Your's most affectionately 

E F. 


LETTER XXI 
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I-ETTF.R XXI, 

CjI.CUTTA, 17 tU DfiCIUrBEB. 

- 1 / y De.ir. Siyvi:/t. 

Sir ll and I^ady C — — have 

been down since I wrote last, and romaiu- 
cd lu're during- tin-in, but arc now gone up 

ai'uiii, UtoMgli iniK'lr distressed. !Mr.«. C 

prefers staying- Iwrc. — A mel-anc!ioly event 
baj I eciured in tl-.u family; the sweet littl^ 
boy Just turned of si.v tuonihs old, to whom 
1 was so fondly attached, died a few weeks 
ngo. lii-ai- interesling- child ! I shall long 
kiinent his lo.ss. lie was not ill more 
than three day.s; so rapid is the progress 
of disease in this country. 

]\]r. aiul Tvlrs. II are arrived in 

Town and have (akeii ucxoinmodatiunsf on 
the CU'otircnor, Captain Coxon. I was in ' 
hopes of being- able to lake my passage 
with them but am disappointed. 

Q « 


Mr. 
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Mr. H. ----was Resident at one of 

the upper stations ; he is a man of high 

r 

chavactci’ aiul generally esteemed ; and his 
wiie one of thh most amiable women I ever 
kiicMV ; u i3 iinpoBsIbie to do otherwise 
than love her. As she daily looks to bo 

confined, her leaving Calcutta till after that 
period, is out of the questions, so they must 
suffer the Gt'osocnor to proceed to iSIadras 
without them, where she is expected to re- 
main a month at least, and the family 

and baggage of Mr. H arc to fol- 

low in a Country ship at the risk of ar- 
riving too late. 

The agreement is that, if she sail from 
thence before a certain day a small sum is 

to be forfeited ; but after that day, should 

Captain Coxon be compelled to proceed 
on his voyage without them, be is still to 
receive ten thousand rupees, that is lialf 
the passage money by way of compensation. 

1 state these particulars (o shew what large 
suips are exacted of passengers. 


The 
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The society of Mrs. C— — : ^rho 

18 a fine loilkiti" respectable old lady, well 
informed and cIiQ^irful, with that of Mrs. 

11 has charming spirits, enables 

me to pass the time far more pleasantly 
thaji when I Avas left here during the 
rains. Besides 1 often visit at Dr. Jacksons, 
and have made acquaintance with several 
agreeable families, who allow me to call oil 
them without formality ; the very idea of 
Avhich is hateful to me at present : so cruelly 
fallen arc my once higlily and justly raised 
expectations. For what place do 1 noAV 
hold in the Society with which 1 am permitted 
to mix? Alas, none except by suficraace: but 
most ardently do I Avish to escape from this 
fatal spot the scene of so many severe af- 
f.clions, and seek comfort with those who 
have never failed to alFord it. There I 
shall not be constantly reminded of past 
hopes,, now alas ! sunk in disappointment. 
Think not these observations proceed from 
a repining spirit, or unmindfulness of fa-* 
vois rec jived; 1 have been most bcneficent- 
Q Q 8 

ly 
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ly treated a\id my views have been furtbercdl 
in a way which 1 had no right whatc\cr 
to expect. Can allentions like lho»ie be 
forgotten ? No ! it forms my proudest ])oast 
that I ha-oc such friends, and while life 
remains I must ever cherish the remem- 
brance of their generous exertions. T!i« 
approaching season always inspires melan- 
choly reflections — I will therefore pa«s it 
over, and look forward (o the next, when by 
the blessing of Providence 1 hope to he 
with my beloved family. 

2'4TU Jani’auy, nS2. 

My dear Mrs. II— has thank hc5i- 

ven, got liappily over licc confin.cnU'nl, 
xvhich took place three weeks ago ; and 
all is now bustle and preparation for theiv 

departure.'* Sir R ’s eldest son, 

Thomas, goes under their care ; he is a 
charming hoy, nearly seven years of age, 
which is rather late ; but no good oppor- 
tunity has occurred 'till now; a Miss 

Sh re (the daughter of an intimate 

friend) about the age of Thomas, also pro- 
ceeds 
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ceccls with them. Mrs. .H. takes 

one little f>-irl of her own, sixteen months 

old ; the baby is to Ue left Avith Lady C : 

she promises to he a lovely ch.jd. 

We are to have the e.hrislenin::!^ to-mor- 
row when I shall take niy leave of lar<;'a 
parties ; except one, which I must attend, 

V/ s infant dangiiter is to he christeiK'd 

early next month and Sir U — -s whole, 
family is inviied. At present I devote myself 

entirely to Mrs. II who I really Ihlnlc 

has a friendship for me. Would it were in 
my power to accompany her, hut that for 
many reasons is impossible. 

Another Indiainan (The Dartmouth Captain 
Tliompson) has just sailed, but s’lc too is 
absolutely cvotcdal w'li'w i)ass-n{iers ; so I must 

have patience U is almost iiu'redil)!e what 

quautilics of ha{!;'g’a«o, peoj)Ie of consequence 
invariably take Avith them ; I myself counted 
twenty-nine trunks tliat Averc sent on 
board, for Mr. and Alr.s. II exclu- 

sive of chests of drawers and other packages, 
with cabin stores &c. and more still remain 

to 
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to be shipped. This separate passage to 
Madras will add greatly to the expense; for 
Captain Coxon would ' not have charged 
a rupee morc^ had they embarked with 
him at Bengal; even removing so much bag- 
gage from one ship to the other will 
occasion no small inconvenience. 

ChIXSURAH, I®TH FEnRUARY. 
My time has been too mnch taken up 
for this fortnight past to alTord leisure for 
writing. 1 have another melancholy event 
to record ; but let me proceed regularly. 

Our friends left ns on the second Instant. 

Poor Mrs. II was dreadfully' all’ect- 

ed at parting with ber infant; it .seemed 

1 

cruel for a mother to abandon her child 
only tnenly-f!vc days old ; but it must 
in all probability have fallen a sacrifice. Her 
anxiety in other respects was great. Admi- 
ral SulTrien is said to keep a sharp look 
out after English ships going down the Bay ; 
but, 1 trustj Sir E. Hughes will find the 
French fleet better employment than cruizing 
about after our vessels. 


Sir 
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Sir R ■ — — and Lady C —felt se« 

vercly the shock of their son's dcpart iro but 
poor Mrs. C ■ * — whose very soul seemed 
treasured up, if I may so <*xpreHs myself, 
in her jjratulson, sunk under the blow. Ou 
the liflh she was sfdzed with a violent ill- 
ness, of which on tlie seventh she expired. 
Sir R ■ - is deeply afliicted, and I 
should be surprised if he were not, for, to 
him she was ever an exemplary parent; and 
gave an irrefragable proof of strong 
maternal affection, by accompanying him 
to this country at Iru’ aivaicji period 
of life. Her death is generally lamented, 
as a miHst charitable humane good woman. 

Let her works praise her.” She was in 
her seventieth year. We came up here im- 
mediately after the funeral wliich took placo 
the next day, and was most numerously 
attended ; I may say by almost the whole 
settlement — gentlemen as rvell a.s ladicA. Her 
character demanded this testimony of respect 
^and that it was paid, affords me pleasure. 


You 
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You will expect me to give you some 
account of this place ; but after having told 
you that it contains maii^ very line houses, 
— is regularly built, — and kept remarkably 
clean ; nothing more remains to be said. 
One cannot expect much chearfulness among 
the inhahilunts, though they are treated with 
llie utmost kindness, and all private property 
is held sacred. 

A slratjgc circumstance occurred at the time 
of its capture, wliic.li will probably become 
a subject of litigation. A King’s ship, either 
R IVigrite or a .sloop of war, wa.s lying off 
Calcutta, when new.s arrived that tin* Dutch 
hud commenced hostilities. — The Captain ac- 
companied hy a party of his olhcers and 
seamen, proceeded with all expedition to 

riiinsnrah, which he reached about 2 \. M. 
next day, and iustautly summoned the place 
to surrender to Hij Majesh/'s Arms. 'The 
Governor being totally unprovided with the 
means of rcsi-slancc complied ; so that when 
a del.ichmeiit of Ihc Company’s troops rnarch- 

•*' ed 
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ed io at seven o’clock to take possession 
tlicy found the business already settled^ and 
bad the laugh must* completely against them. 
The Captain was soon induced to relinquish 
his capture, but insisted that his people were 
entitled to prize money, and has put in his 
claim accordingly — la it not an odd aifair ? 

21st February. 

Sir R ——is going to dispatch some 

letters for England and I will proKt by the 
occasiem, having at present nothing further 
to communicate. All I'emains in uncertainty. 

1 am. 

Your affectionate 
K. F. 


R a 
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LETTER XXII. 

(■ 

Calcutta, 17x11 March, 
My Df.ar Sjstfr, 

This is in all probability the last letter I 

sball ^vrite from Bengal. Mr.s. W- 

Jias been indefatigable in licr exertions ; and 
lias at length secured a passage for me on 
the Valentine Captain Lewis ; a fine new 
ship—. — this is her first voyage. I shall have 
a female companion too, which is certainly 

deairablc. Colonel and Mrs. ToUiiig- 

ham with their family accompany ns, 'besides 
these we shall have seven military geiitlc- 
incn, — two of the company's civil servants, 
and thirteen duldrcu, under Captain Lewis’s 
immediate protection. The ship is expected 
to sail in the beginning of next month, 
I dined in company with Captain Lewis 

yesterday at Mrs. W-- ■■•s, and we were 

both much pleased with his l)chaviour.*> — » 
.When we retired after dinner my good 
friend congratulated me on the prospect 

of 
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of sailing with such a commander^ for many 
of them assume airs of . consequence, hut 
Captain Lewis does not seem at all that 
way disposed ; and should passengers 
prove agreeable, I really think we may pro- 
mise ourselves a comfortable voyage. 

1 am using every cITort in preparing my 

baggage, and Lady C — witli her usual 

kindness renders me every assistance ; nor 
have my other friends been {reglccUhl of 
any thing that can contribute to my comfort 
both on the passage and after iny arrival in 
England ; till my IteaUh shall, with the bless- 
ing of . Providence, be restored, when -i 
may be enabled to seek out some dece'nt 
means of support, 

I had a Very eligible proposal made me 
of entering into partnership with a most 
amiable lady who has lately engaged in the 
school line, bnt was compelled to decline 
tt, my complaints requiring a change of cli- 
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tnate, and that I should consult thosfe tnedical 
friends who have been accustomed to prescribe 
for me. I much regret this circumstance, 
having no doijbt but we might have suited 
each other extremely well, for she has proved 
herself a sincere friend in many instances and 
must ever possess my grateful esteem. 

28 tii Mxrch. 

I had the pie asure last evening, of being 
present at the niaiTiage of Captain P. 
M— — and my young friend Miss T— ‘ — ; 

the wedding was kept at Dr. I- s and 

of course they intended to have a little ball; 
but hardly any one. could be prevailed on to 
dance so lute in the season, 1 had given 
a solemn promise that nothing should induce 
me to run the risk, so to comply was out 

of the' question.- At length Mrs. I 

senior, who is turned of sixty-five, opened 
the ball with a very good minuet, and af- 
terwards footed it away for about two hours, 
as gaily as the youngest : her example took 
efiect, and they made up a tollable set. 
The dance was succeeded by a magnifi- 
cent supper, to which nearly thirty persons 

sat 
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Mt down. After the customaiy to&sts we 
retired, and I reached home before one. 
May they be hapjjy is my sincere wish. 

This is a terrible season for reachins: the 
ships, none but stout vessels can venture down. 

Colonel T pays seventy pounds for 

a sloop to convey his family. 1 am in this 

respect fortunate. Sir R and Katly 

tJ are g'oing' to a place called Bcarcole 

for the benefit of sea-bathing, and I shall accom- 
pany them to Ingellee ; which is within a 
tide of the Valentine: ray friends will theft 
proceed by land tb the bathini^-place ; and 

one of the sloops by Sir R 's ordcra 

will fconvey me and my bag'gfage to the 
Banabola head where the ship is lying at 
anchor to complete her cargo. 


5th ApriIt.’ 

I have every thing now ready and only 
wait for the completion of Sir R— — — — s 
preparations. I feel very impatient to get to 
sea, being persuaded that it will have a 
salutary effect on my health, — change of 


scene 
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sceiic and company will also be of service.' 
1 have taken leave of every one, and for 
many shall preserve scnliincnts of the most 
gralefat 


ON 



[819] 


OOOaoOQC/OOOOOOOQ -- 

0>r I50AUD 

Tfll^ 0 

r A L E N T I JV" E. 
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I left Ciilcntii!, on Tiiesihiy the fn- 

fitnnt Avith Sir ll-' niwl Ltuly C 

the latter 1 am coiuersied to say is in a 
Tciy Avciik stale, but trust sea batbiu:^ 
AAill be bciicfidal. We. bad a boisleroiiiJ trip 
rd' it doAVn to InjjfeUec, aiul esery oue but 
U'. 3 seU‘ was drcadrully sea-sick. 

My bind friends quilted me on Saturday 

■ 

evening' — I felt cjuitt! forlorn ut uyur scjuirn- 
fion. I’o be thrown ainonj^ strang’crs after 
experiencing for near nine nionliu^ the 
attentive hospitality of swell a fainiiy as I 
was torn from, almost overcame my lorli- 
tude. — but I soon lost evgry other sensation 
in that overwhelming ono of sea-sickness, 
whicli lasted the wIioIq way, nor could I 

go on board till the afternoon. 1 «ha!l 

keep tbii open till the Pilot goes, that you 

may 



way have the satisfaction uf hearing that WQ 
h^vc passed the Jirst dangers. 


SOtii A?nit, 

Oiir commander is by no means the placid 
being we supposed. — 1 doubt be will prove 
a very tyrant — instead of paying atlentiouj or 
shewing respect, he exacts 'both, and woe 
he to those who fail in either. We are still 
wailing for the leinainder of onr Cargo, 
and Captain Lewis vents his rage in drink- 
ing “ confusion to the Hoard of Trade 
every day. 


S8th Aprii.. 

We had a narrow escape last evening 
though I knew not of the danger till it 
was over. I was seized after tea with 
severe spasms in the stomach and had the 
doctor with me ; when suddenly the ship, 
began to pilch and toss violently’; and I 
licard Captain Lewis, call out in a voice 
of thunder " Sland by the sheet anchor, 
heave the lead. " Presently all was quiet 
again, nor had. 1 the least suspicion till 


next 
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morning of our havijvg be«n adrifl 
on Uie Barabola sur.d ; and what might hava 
been our fate ileavci^ knows^ had not th» 
fchcet anchor brought us up ; for it is a most 
dangerous place, surrounded by shoals and out 
of sight of land. 

It is pleasant to see Captain Lewis s(\ 
alert on perilous occasions; he appears to bo 
an excellent seaman, but the roughest being 
surely that nature ever formed, in laa- 
guage and manners. Tiic oatlis he swears by, 
arc most horrible and he prides himself in 
inventing new ones. How were Mr. W 1 

and I* mistaken ? I see he must be hu* 

» 

moured like a child, for the least contradioi 
\ion maXes him almost frantic. 


Snd Mat. 


Now I must indeed say farewell — th* 
pilot is just quitting us, and has promised 
to put this on board the first vessel that 
fails for blnlgand ; there is one under dii« 


S 8 


patchy 
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patch. God blesi you. Within six months^ t 
Iriist wo ohall all meet in health and safety. 

I am> 

Your’B affectionately 
E. P. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

St. JAMES'S VALLEY, 

St. HELEJ^A. * 

24th Seftembbh, 17S3. 

Mr Deaii SisTSBt 

A more uncomfortable passsage than I hara 
made to thU place, can hardly bs imagined. 
The port of my cabin being kept almost 
constantly shut, and the door opening into 
the steerage ; 1 had neither light nor air 
but from a scuttle : thereby half the space 
was ocdupied by a great gun, which pre* 
vented me from going near the port when it 
teas open. 

Mrs. P— — — at first took her meals in 
file Cuddy, but the gentlemen were in general 
too fond if the bottle to pay us the least 
attention ; after tea, we were never asked to 
cut in at cards, though they played every 
evening. Captain L ' s swore so dread- 

S s2 

fuDy I 



frury, making use of such vulgar oaths anti 
irxpr^ssiong ; and became so very rude and bois- 
terous, that Mrs. F — m — A^iilidrew ituii’cly 

from lable, and never left ber Cabin for the 
< 

last tliirteert weeks: but the Coloiiel look care 
to send 1 cr ubatever vcs lurtsfary ; I 
had no one to perform (be’ like kind office 
for me, and was therefore forced to venture up 
among them, or risk starvation* beloAV. 

^he table was at first most profusely co- 
vered ; being our Captains favourite max- 
im never to make two wants of one” ; 
fevery one foresaw what mr.st be (be con- 
■cquence, but ho would not liiten to reason. 
Thus we went ou till the beginning of 'August, 
when he declared that we bad rounded the 
Cape of Good hope ; ofTt ring to back bi» 
opinion by receiving twenty guineas, and 
return a guinea a day till we reached St. 
Helena i but no one accepted the bet ; yet 

doubts sCemed to bang on the minds of 
♦ 

many. However on the 5tli at noon, hearing 
that vve were in Latitude 33 . 39 S. I began 
to tlnnkwith the Captain that, it was need- 

lesi 
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lesi to spare our stocky since a frtr dayt 

would biinjr us a fresh supply But alas ! 

»t 4 P. M. laiv] was perceived on the 
£ast coast of Africa ; so near, that before 
we tacked jflies were seen on the shore—* • 
had this happened during the nigld, nothing 
eould have saved us from shipwreck.—cail 

I sufficiently bless Providence for this second 
escape^? 

On examining^ the state of our water and 
provision, after the error was discovered, 
we were put on an allowance of a quart 
©f water a ddy, for all purposes ; and for 
nearly a month before we arrived here, we 
were forced to live on salt provisions ; even 
the poor children and the sick, had no 
better fare. 

While off the Cape, wc enrouhtcred very 
stormy weather hut happily sustained no cn- 
jury, except the loss of a fore-top-mast 
which was easily replaced — Captain Lewis,, 
one day, thought fit tq refuse me a pass- 
age through his cabin, for which I had ex- 
pressly stipulated. 1 retired, and in a few 

minute 



mmtites he came down to apologiie for hit 
behaviour, and a most curious apology 
he made. He began by saying that he had 
been beaten at piquet, and that loosing al* 

a 

ways made him cross, ** besides, said he, 

*' to tell ycm the truth I do not like la* 

" dies, not, (with a great oath) that 
" have any particular objection to you, on 
" the contrary I really think you are a 
quiet good sort of woman enough ; but I 
'' cannot abide ladies, and I declare that, 
*' sometimes when you come up to me upon 
*' deck, and say, '* how do you do Captain 
Lewis *'it makes my back open and shirt 
like a knife — “ so much for this gentleman's 
respect and politeness ! I was forced to ap« 
pear satisfied and he seemed very penitent for 
some days ; till another cross fit came on. 

Judge if 1 did not rejoice at the sight of 
this romantic Island; though its appearance 
from the sea is very unpromising, — accessi* 
‘hie rocks, and stupendous crags frowning 
every side but one, nor is there any an» 
ebraga except at that point — Tha town 


w 



tmi 


U literally an ascending valley between twA 
hills^ just wide enough to admit of one 
Street. The liouse» are in the English style, 

yrith sashed windows, and small doors. Here 

# 

are back^gardens, but no gardens ; which makes 
the place intensely hot for want of a free cir- 
culation of air ; but when you once ascend 
Lader Hill the scene changes, and all seems 
enchantment. The most exquisite prospects you 
can conceive burst suddenly on the eye-^ 
fruitful vallies, — cultivated hills and diversi- 
fied scenery of every description. The inhabi- 
tants are obliging and attentive, indeed, re- 
markably ; so altogether I find it a most wel- 
come Resting place. After being kept on salt 
provisions for a month, one is not likely to be 
very fastidious ; former abstinence giving 
more poignant relish to the excellent food, 
which is set before us. 


Lord North, and the Hastings China ships, 
arrived soon after us, but we are all still de- 
tained for Convey— :how vexatious. 

18th October. 

Yesterday Captain Lewis gave a grand 
^ntertalnmeat on board the Valentine. I was 

obliged 
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•bulged to' preside for Mrs. P—— -would 
not vetilure on the water till there was a ne- 
cessity for it. We had a moSt brilliant party. I 
danced ai good deal, bat find no inconveni- 
ence from it. It is odd enough, that he should 
bare fixed o(i yonr birth day. You ma:y be 
sure 1 silently drank my own toast. Mrs. 
Comettec and the other ladies seemed highly 
gratified, and well they might, for no expenc* 
'Ihas spared to render it completely elegant. 

20X11 OeXOEiEH. 

. The Chapman is jn^t arrived, in a most 
d^adful state, having lost near fifty of her 
Crew in her passage from Madras, from 

9 

•whence slie sailed in Company .wilh the 
Partmouth, which was wrecked off the Carni- 
cobar island the veiy ship I was, as I iheif 
thought, so unfortunate in missiu g : so that 
in this instance, as ia many others, 1 may 
justly impute my safety to that Providence, 
which 

Prom hidden dangers, snares and deatlv’* 
"Hus gehUy steered my w&y.” 

U?it 
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Uth November.’ 

Amonjv the pass^gcrB in the Darlrmuih 

•were Mrs. I-» n and her infant son,’ a 

niosi intereating chiid^ three yeara of age, who 

were wonderfully preserved through* sufTeritigs, 
enough to overwhelm the strongest constitution ; 
and proceeded to St. Helena on the Chapman 
on hom'd which were Mr. Casamajor and his 
mother, who secured accommodations on the 
JiOrd Nbrlh. Not choosing to venture farther 
on the Chap'tiuin, upon which 1 was applied to, 

to accompany Mrs. I n who could not. 

well proceed without a female companion, and 
was not able to procure accommodations on the. 
oilier shjps — I instantly deterrnined on accomr 
panying her for the e.vpress purpose of endea- 
vouring to soften the inconveniences under 
which she laboured, and to soothe her mind 
harrassed by the many hardships of her distress- 
ing voyage. 


S5th November. 

This day we left St, Helena in company ■with, 
the Lord JSiorth, Valentine, and Hastings. 
The Chapman unfortunately sailsvery ill and can- 
not keep up with the other ships. Captain 
' T T Lewis 
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Lewis told me at St. Helena in order to prevent 
my quitting the V alentine, Hbat we should be left 
in the lurch the first fair opportunity ; and 90 U 
happened long ere we reached England. 

Our passage was tremendous^ the Sea break-* 
ing over the ship and continually carrying some 
thing or other away ; nor had \ye any naval 
atores to replace what was thus lost. Captain 
Walker and Mr. Gooch, the second ollicer, were 
daily employed with the people, repairing the 
sails and rigging, nor did they shrink from any 
labour. 1 never beheld such exertion: very 
frequently they were obliged to take the, wheel, for 
ficarccly a sufficient number could be found to 
keep watch. 

On entering the channel the weather was so 
thick that no observation could be taken for five 

I , t , .... 

days. One night after remaining several hours 
in dyeadful suspense respepting our .situation, 
Captain came down about half past ten 

o'plock, to tell us that we were off Scilly. What 
a declaration ! oft* Scilly ! on a storipy night in 
the beginning of Pebruary ! This intelligence 
was not liltely to tranquillize our feelings. Mrs. 
X*— — — a and myself passed a sleepless night, 

and 
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find ki ttie morning, c<ne of the sailors ascertairt- 
•d the place wc we^ driven into to be St. Ive's 
Say, a most dangerods place ; b^ttlianh^ to pro- 
vidence, we sustained no iiljilry, except being 
forced round the Land’s End, \Vtdch was to us 
a serioUs ntisfdrlunc, being utterly Unable tb 
beat back intd the English channel; our nicti 
being worn oiit with illness and exertion, and 
bur Stores of every kind nefirly exhausted. 

No Pilot woiild Venture to stay on board : 
^hc Chapman having rio poop, looked so unlike 
aniridiainan, that she was taken for Un Ameri- 
can, and we poor fdrldrU creatures set dovvn at 
bnee ay prisoners, Why don’t you release those 
wom'en,” sUid they, We will have nothing 
to do with you, Wc knoiw better,” Wc found af- 
terwards that although the preliminaries rif peace 
had been some time signed, no UccoUnt of the 
important eVent had reached this i'emoloi spot. 
Captain Waikef noW proposed proceeding to 
Milford Haven to' refit, but the indraught, as it is 
called, having broiight us oiT Lundy, he changed 
his resolution and took a pilot on board for King 
road, where we anchored at 7 AM. on the 7th 
February 1783, 

THE EKD of the first PAKT. 
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LETTER I.* 

TO Mh§. If K 

Blacrueath^ \2th February, 1815. 

Mv Dear Madam, 

The interest which you urc pleased to take in 
wy welfare, and the kind inquiries you make 
yespecting the voytfges I have performed since 
my first memorable one, induce me to offer you 
a simple statement pf facts relative to them; 
though to accomplish this even in the briefest 
fnaniier, some circumstances must be revealed 
which *1 would rather consign to oblivion, and 
some wounds must be rc-opened, which time has 
mollified, if not healed. — Tbe manuscript sub" 
roitted to your perusal, closes with an account of 
my arrival in Englund, and thus ended my first 
eventful visit to India; a period which according 
to my own estimation, had compriied a whole 
life of suffering and anxiety, and dissolved for 
ever the strongest tic the human heart can form 
for itself; a period in which physical and moral 
evils had alike combined to inflict whatever can 

wound 
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wound the heart to iis inmost core, and destroy 
that confidence in our fellow creatures, without 
•which the world seems indeed “ a howling wilder- 
** ness," peopled with terrific monsters, each 
prowling either by vialence or fraud for his de- 
fenceless prey. 

Happily for me gentler beings had blended in 
my path their benign influences ; iny sorrows 
had been cheered and consoled by many. 1 was 
still young, and with buoyant .spirits relieved in 
some degree from their late severe pressure, 
hailed my native land; yet a sigh of regrei 
would mingle with my joyful anticipations, 
al quitting the society wherein, though svssailed 
by tempestuous winds and mountainoas segs, I 
had so frequently enjoyed, “ The feast of reason 
“ and the flow of soul’’ amidst congenial minds. 

For ever blest be the moment when I quitted 
the Valentine ; from that circumstance arose a 
friendship which has constituted one of the sweet- 
est enjoyments of my life, and which still re- 
mains unbroken, though my friend and I sel- 
dom meet ; but her letters are invaluable. 
FttW possess such epistolary talents ; they have 

been 
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b^en itiy chief solftce and coiuolatlon in diatrcu; 
but to proceed : Mbb 1 ■ ■ — ■ -n^ her little boy 

bnd myself went oit to town, where a dreadful 
shock awaited me ; my dear mother was no 
more ; the tie to which a daughter *most fondly 
clings was rent asunder; tho’ I had still a father 
uiid two most aiVectionate sisters remaining, it 
was long ere I Could justly appreciate their 
worth, or draw consolation from (heir society. 
For nearly a whole year I laboured under very 
severe indisposition, and incurred great expence 
for medical attendance, not leas than £150. I 
was several times considered in imminent dan<* 

ger ; Mrs I ■ — n too was long, after her 

arrival,*, affected with the most distressing 
nervous debility. Ail this is not to be wonder-* 
ed at, for during the passage from St. Helena, 
both of us were in an inKrin stale, and our health 
had suffered much from the circumstances in 
which we were placed. It is true we experienc- 
ed all possible relief from the kindness of those 
around us, whom we daily beheld subjected to 
privations and exertions llie iiiosltrying, yet ever 
affording ns comfort and attention. In each bene- 
volent act Captain Walker was amply assisted by 
Mr. Gooch, and the Surgeon Mr. Crowfoot, a 

V V most 
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jiaost worthy and scientific -young m#tT^ to whoMf 

W 

skill I was probiibly mbr‘e intlebtod for the pro- 
longation of a precarious exisfcenccy than I vvas^' 
aware of at the tinre. My health being irt 
sonic measufe restored, I tried varioinr plana- 
ill pursuit; of independence; but none seem- 
ed to promise success; my friends wished me to 
reitiHin al. home; but Calcutta appeared the 
most likely tlieiitre of excrliotr; and yod can- 
not wonder that my heart vvarmed towards a 
place, where I Imd met such friendship and gene- 
ro-sity, and where so mtich general encourage- 
ment was given to the efforts of respectable in- 
dividuals. 1 still bore in mind the offer which had 
been made tome in Bengal, and determj ned to- 
pursue (his plan ; and having become accpiaint- 
ed with a Miss Hicks, a young woman of the 
strictest integrity,’ and who possessed many valu- 
able qualifications, I engaged' her to accompany 
me as an assistant. Captain Walker was about tn> 
proceed to Bombay, in command o-f the Lord Cam^ 
den, and offered me a passuge on very moderate 
ierms, proviiled 1 took charge of four ladies, vrhw 
wished to have a protectress during the voyage; 
Being desirous of seeing Bombay, I felt little 
feluclance to comply, especially as my friend Ms. 

Goocb 



c 8S9 3 

jGoocl) held the same station in the Camden, whicH 
he had, so merilorii^usly filled, in the Chapman. 
The passage to be wre,.'vvould be' rather circuitous, 
hut in a Hue new ship, navigated hy persons of 
whose nautical abilities I had such indubitable 
proofs, that appeared of little moment. The 
prospect of strengthening my. connections 
in India, influenced me still further. Hav? 
ing therefore arranged my plans, on a general 
ground, allowing foy the deviations which 
in such a case as Jniu,e, injght be allowed 
to arise front circumstances, I embarked on the 
Xord Cqmdeiif and sailed fro|n tlovvns for 
India, on the 17th March 1784; — Here let me 

^ause for the present; 1 will pon resume my pen,^ 

» 

1 em &c, 

B. P, 
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LETTER II. 

'JO Mr». 

}bth Ft:bruaty, 1815. 

My DeiR Madam, 

For some days we had rather boisterous we^ttlier, 
but this subsided as we approached the Canary 
Islands, where (to my great mortification) we dii| 
not stop — Qn the third of April had a view of the 
peak of T.enerifFe wiiich is said to be 200Q feet 
high, perpendicularly- It must have been for- 
merly a considerable Volcano ; so lately as (he 
year 17(H there was an irruption from it Which did 
immense damage, On the 10th we passed the 
Cape de-Verd Jslande, but to my regret without 
touching at any ; for curiosity was ever with me 
a predominant feeling. The Island of Pogo has 
a Volcano, which sometimes flames out in a terri- 
ble manner, ^nd discharges pumi^ stones to a 
great distance. The weather at this time was 
intensely hot, but we had plenty of apples on 
board, which afforded great refreshment and 

" * ' ' - i 

soon after they were ^nished, wa spoke a Oaiiish 
ship* whose captain made ^he ladies a handsome 

present 
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present of oranges and pine apples. It is not easy 
for you, my dear ma(k)ni, to conceive the import- 
ance of such acconimo lations; but those who have 
been many weeks, perhaps inoifihs, shut vp in a 
floating prison, without the power of procuring 

' ' I 

refreshments which evei) health demands, will be 
well aware of their valae — At length the trade 
winds visited us, ** and bore healing on their 
"wings;’* we passed the Tppic of Capricorn 
veiy pleasantly, but soon afterwards a change 
took place : such are the vicissit udes of a sea life. 

I have not yet mentioned the names of the ladies 
who accompanied me, these were Mrs. Pember- 
ton, and Misses Turner, Pellas, and Fisher, who 

' I • ' ' 

with Miss Ificks and myself occupied two thirds 
of the roundhouse ; and I note it as rather u sin- 
gular circumstance. that we wece only five tiines 
on deck during the passage, wliich was owing to 
a previous arrangement between the Captain 
and me, toguard against imprudent attachments, 
which are more easily formed than broken ; and 
I am happy to say the plan succeeded to our 
wish — About this Mnie, Captain Walker fell dan- 

1 i I . ' • . ’ 

^eronsly ill, but fortunately recovered befpre 
the 8th of June, when the birlh^day of Miss Lud- 
low, a Pristol lady, ivbo .aubseijuently becana 

Mrs. 
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Mrs, Walker, was celebrated in higli style : all 
the ship’s company had a dinner of fresh provi- 

eions, and we sat down to a most sumptuous re- 

* ■ ( 

past, vege^bles and fruit having been provided 
in England, and salad raised purposely for the 
occasion. 

We were now going at Ihe rate of eight 
knots an hour, off the Cape, with a heavy swell ; 
bat tjie young folks, neveifthcless, so earnestly so- 
licited for a dance, that the Captain could no,l 
refuse ; so all the furniture being removed out of 
the cuddy, 1 led off, by particular rejj.ue^'t ; but 
had only goi^e down one couple, vyhen a trc; 
naendous lee lurch put us all in conf)isi(,^i. 1 de- 
clined standing up qgain, but the rest during 
three or four hours, tumbled about in the pret- 
tiest manner possible, and when no longei able 
to dance, made themselves amends by singing 
and laughing ; no serious accident happened t<^ 
any one, and the evening concluded very ggree^ 
ably. 

On the 1 1 lb J une we struck soundings at 7AM;. 
off Cape L’Aguillas, thisexaclly confirmed Capt. 

Walker’s observations^ and was matter of great- 

er 
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if rojoicir>g to me, Ilian can be imagined by per- 
sons ivlio were nevei broiighl into danger, by tlie 
ignoiuiicc or iniUtcnlion of tlu^se intrusted with 

the coininand. The next day we shipped so 
many seas from the heavy land-swfell, as t) ex- 
tinguish the fire; we were therefore constrained 
to put lip with a cold dinner ; however our good 
Cuplain, e.verprovident, produced a line round of 
beef, preserved by lloliinann, wliich well supplied 
the dcricientfy. 

On the 24th. June, we anchored in the Hay 
of .lolnninu, one of the African Isles to the 
nortliwui'd of Madaga.scar. It is a fertile little 
spot. \Wc here met with plenty of refreshments 
and very cheap. The oranges are remarkably 
fine: I took a good (piantity ^ them : tbeir beef 
is pretty good ; Captain Walker purchased 
several bullocks for the ship’s use and to supply 
our table. The inlrabitants arc very civil, but 
are said to be the greatest thieves in existence. 
We were much amused with the high titles assum- 
ed by them. The Prince of Wales honoured us 
with hi.s company at breakfast, after which Mr. 
Lewin one of our passengers, took him down to 
his cabin, where having a number of knick- 

knacks. 



kn&cksj he requested his rojal highness to maktf 
choice of sotne arlirle to keep in remembrance of 
him; when to «Mr. L’s astonishment he fix- 
ed on a large inahagony book-case, which occu- 
pied one sfde of the cabin ; and on being 
told that could not be spared, went away hi high 

displeasure, refusing to accept any thing else. 
The Dukeof Buccleugh ivashed our linen. H. R. 
H. the Duke of York olhcialed as boatman, and a 
boy of fourteen, who sold us some frnit, rntro<< 
duced himself as Earl of Mans^ld. They seem 
very proud of these titles — We all went on shore, 
and while those who were able to walk, rambled 
about to view the country, which they described 
as very delightful, 1 awaited their relu^ru in a 
thatched building erected for the accommodatioik 
of strangers. Wc were careful to return before 
sun-set, tl>e night air being reckoned very perni- 
cious to Europeans — These people are almost 
constantly at war with (hose of the adjacent Isles. 
Being in great want of gunpowder, tliey pre- 
vailed on Cajda^i Walker to give them the 

quantity that w(')ulU have been expended in the 
euslonxary salutes , 
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On the 2nd. July we left Johanna, with 
ja ])leasant bre^KO, but* were aoon driven back 
and experienced great fatigue for many days, 
from a heavy rolling sea, but on the 20lh, 
at (lay break, we saw Old>womai\[3 Island, 
and at If A. M. cast anchor at Bombay. An a- 
larming accident happened while saluting the 
Fort ; the gunneft mate reloaded one of the guns 
withnui having properly cleansed it, in conse- 
queiioe of wltiph he was blown oil* into the water* 
Never did 1 behold a more shocking sight The 
poor creature’s face was covered with blood, yet 
he swam like a tlsh till a boat reached him. 
'I'hank God he escaped with some slight hurts, and 
' to my si^rprize was upon deck next day. 

On the Slst we went on shore with, Mr. Cog» 
gan the Naval store^keeper, who was Miss Tur- 
ner’s brother>in«law. Welanded in the dock-yard, 
where the many fine ships building and rn|>airing 
with the number of Buropeans walking about, al- 
most persuaded me, 1 was at home, tilf the dress* 
and dark complexion of the workmen destroyed 
the pleasing illusion— Mrs. Coggan receiv- 
ed me very kindly, and by her hospitable 
treatment, rendered my stay at Bombay as a- 

U V greeabla 
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grceable as possible. On Saturday the 24th w« 
received a visit from the Governor (Mr. 
Boddam) which I find is (p be considered as 
a great compliment. We went to churchy on the 
2.5th, and in |he evening sat up to receive compa- 
ny as also the two following evenings, a tiresome 
ceremony to me who detest parade and was mere- 
ly a traveller ; but Mrs. Qoggan as4lred me it would 
be an affront to the settlement if 1 submitted not 
to the established custom. The like usage formerly 
prevailedin Bengal, but is now abolished. On the 
29lh we went to pay our respects to the Govern- 
or at Perell his country scat, a delightful place 
and a charming ride to it. Indeed all the environs 
are beautiful ; in this respect it has greatly^ the ad- 
vantage of Calcutta ; but the town itself is far 
inferior. They have a hanchome church and a 
good assembly- roomj where they dance all the 
year round. 

We dined one day at. Mr. Nesbit's, chief of 
the Marine, who gave us a repast in the true 
old Indian style, ''The tables they groan- 
" ed with the weight of the feast.** Wc had 
every joint of a calf on the tabic at once ; near- 
ly half a Bengal sheep ; several large dishf s of 

fish; 
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boiled and roasted turkies^ a ham, a kid, 
tongue, fowls, and ,a long train of et ceteras. 
The heat was excessive, the hour two, and we 
were thirty in company, in a lower roomed house, 
so you may conceive what sensations such a pro-< 
(ligious dinner would produce. It is however 

a fact that they ate with great appetite and per- 
severance, to my astonishment, who could scarce- 
ly touch a morsel. 

On the Ist. August, the Camden being ordered 
to Madras without any prospect of proceed- 
ing from thence to Bengal, Captain Walker 
secured a passage for Miss Hicks and myself on 
the JSullmgham, Captain Curtis, who offered us 
the b^st accointnoduiions and refused to accept 
of any remuneration. He afterwards disposed 
of his ship, but under the express stipulation 
that we should retain oui cabin, 1 dined on the 
8th at Mr. D. Scott’s with our fellow passengers 
IMr. and Mrs. Lewin ; and a very agreeable 
day we passed, the whole of the cuddy passen- 
gers being invited, so that we sat down once 
more together, assuredly for the last time, Onf 
the S3d 1 dined with Miss Bellas at her uncle’s 
gardens where 1 met witha most cordial reception, 

and was introduced to Captain Cbristia whom 

she 
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Blie Trtarri«<l befor* I quitted the sftttleiTient; abj 
alas! 1 must add survived her mat-riage only 
thirteen weeks. She died, as I afterwards heard, 
of a confirmed ‘liver complaint. Her health 
was very bad during the whole passage ; for on 
the least motion she constantly became sea^sick, 
and never overcame it ; she was a most amiable 
young woman and generally beloved. 1 shall ever 
cherish her memory with affection. On the 2.5th 
Captain Curtis introduced the new commander 
Captain Ross to me, and made as many apolo- 
gies for (putting the ship^ as if he had been ac- 
countabie to me for his conduct. “ But hoWe- 
•'ver” said he “ go when you will, 1 will see 
'' you safe on board and clear of the Reef,” 
which is a ridge of rocks at the entrance of 
Bombay harbour. This promise he performed 
on the 4th September, when having taken leave 
of our friends, he accompanied us on board the 
Jjouisa, for so was the JSottinghain named in 
honour of the new owner’s wife. He staid until 
seven in the evening, and then went on shore 
^ with the Pilot; first calling up all his late ser- 
vants, whom he charged to pay me the same at- 
tention as ifhe w^re present. I shall ever esteem 
him. Our friendship continued unabated while 

I 
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I ivittainfd In India ; he afterwards rnniMaMded 
<lip Swallotc Packet •unA mine was the first and 
the insf honse he entered on each vo 3 'agei aince 
my re(ni'n home 1 have seldom seen him, but that 
alters not my sentiments. — It was natural that I 
should quit Hoinhay with favourable impressions. 
1 had been treated with much kindness and raix~ 
ed with the first society on the Island: I refer 
you to other travellers for descriptions, observing 
only that provisions of all kinds are good, but 
rather dear, except iisb, which is here in high 
perfection and very plentiful. 

- On the I, 5th September we anchored in An- 
jengo roads, to take in coir rope and cables for 
which tills is the great mart. They arc fabricat- 
ed of the outer rind of the cocoanut, wiios^ qua- 
lity is such that the salt water nourishes it, and 
it possesses also an elasticity which enables it to 
contract or dilate itself, in proportion to the 
strain on it. This property is peculiarly useful 
in these seas, where squalls frequently come on 
with frightful violence and rapidity, and the pre- 
servation of an'anchor Is an object of Importance. 
The surf runs very high here, and is at times ex- 
tremely dangerous. Captain Ross brought off an 

invitation 
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invitation from IVfr. Hnfchiiison the chief, to 
dine with him ; but no oii« chose to venture on 
shore. 1 have not forgotten the fate Of Mrs. 
‘Blotner, who was drowned some yeara ago with 
seven others in attempting to land on the beach. 

Here is n pretty strong Port on the sea side. 

Every one wlio went on shore spoke with rap- 
ture of the country. The vicinity of the groat 
chain of mountains which separates the coast of 
Malabar from that of Coromandel, and which 
are said to be the highest in the world, (the Alps 

and Andos excepted,) gives an awful termination 
to the prospect. The water is here so indiffer- 
ent that few Europeans attempt to drink it. For- 
merly Anjengo was famous throughout India for 
its mknufacturos of long- cloth and stockings, 
but those have fallen to decay. We left this dan- 
gerous place on the 32nd; the wind several times 
blew so strong, we had great apprehensions of 
being driven bn shore ; and a very narrow es- 
cape we certainly had; for on examining 
the anchor, only one fluke was found remaining: 
the other must have been so nearly broke by the 
strain on it, that it would not bear heaving up. 
pur passage was remarkably tedious,, though we 

had 
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Iiad a pleasant man in command^ who kept an 
exceeding good table^ but not expecting to be 
more than five or six weeks at sea, instead of 
twelve, our stock of fresh provisions was quite 
exhausted long- ere we reached Calcutta^ and on* 
]y distilled water to drink. Ou the S^th Novem* 
her we arrived, and to m}' great surprise af* 
ter all that had been said against the probability 
of such an event taking place, found the Camden, 
had been some time in the river. Mr. Baldwin 
the chief officer died soon after, and tpy friend 
Mr. Gooch succeeded him. In this situation 
he remained for several voyages, with Captain 
Dance till he obtained the command of the 
Lushi^igton, and I had frequently the pleasure 
of seeing Inm during my residence in Bengal. 
Being now about to enter on a new scene, 1 will 
take leave for the present and remain. 

Your *8 &c. 

E. P. 


LETTER HI. 
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LETTER lU. 

TO Mrs. L 

Blacrhrith, February, 1S15, 
My Dear Madam, 

Atcal<juUaImetwith{?reatkiiicliioss from nmny 
nhom I had formerly known, atid wlio now ap- 
peared desirous of forwordinf? any plan, 1 might 
R,dopt At length with the approbation of Captain 
XValker, and several other friends, I detenniii-r 
ed on placing Miss Hieks in business as a millen- 
er. It was agreed that my name should n()t ap- 
pear, although I retained in my own hands the 
entire management of the concern^ allowing 
INfiss H. one third of the profits. Mr. Berry 
parser (rf the Camden had the goodness to open 
a set of books, and to give me every necessary 
instruction how to keep them in proper ordey^ 
which afterwards proved very advantageous iu 
the prosecution of my concerns. You are aware 
how many difficulties both from within and with> 
out must have opposed themsolves to this design, 

and 
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ind how much even the Mule feeHng; .operated in 
contrary directions ;*at least, if the wish for indi- 
pendence may be termed pride, to which it i| 
certainly allied. S )on after,* a proposal was 
inade me to cngng'c in a seminary for youn^ ]a« 
dies, on so liberal a plan, that I have since fre- 
qnen(l 3 ^ regretted not having complied with the 
folicilations of tny friends; bat I had in fact gone 
ratliertoo far to recede, bavingmade several large 
pnrrhasc.s, which coiild not be disposed of sud- 
denly but at considerable loss. Within four 
months after onr arrival, INIiss tlichs married Mr. 
I.iacey,‘ and llie following Cliristmas lay in of a 
.fine bo}', b'.t-!; unfortunately lost him at the end 
ofsiv weeks; after wliidi her healtii declined so 
fast, Qs to render it absolutely necessary tliat she 
should proceed to Europe. I took that opportuni- 
ty of sendinghome for education, a natural child of 
jny husband's, whose birth had caused me bitter af- 
fliction ; yet I could not abandon him, (hough be 
svBsdesertedbyhis natural protector. They accord- 
ingly embarked on the 5th of September 1786, on 
the Severn Packet Captain K(ddj with every pros- 
pectof a favourable passage ; butonthcOtb. owing 
to the rapidity of the current, the vessel struck 
'isn a sand, cglle^d the Broken Ground, jugt ImIow 

W w Ingellea 



t 354 ] 

Ingellee, and eyery European on board unbappt« 
)y perished, except the second officer in whoso 

arms the poor little boy expired ; but Mrs Lac^ 
feupporled herself* in the fore chains with exem- 
plary fortitude, till a tremendous sea broke over 
them, and he saw her no more, but by great exer- 
tion reached the shore on a broken spar. I felt 
her loss severely, for she possessed a mind and 
spirit that would have graced any station. 

After this melancholy event I was compelled to 
conduct business in my own name, but on a 
more extensive scale, and succeeded tolerably 
well, till the unlucky year 1788, when such im- 
mense investments were brought out, tha,', near- 
ly all concerned in that branch of commerce# 
were involved in one common ruin. Yielding 
to the storm, fori had large consignments wlirch 
I was compelled to receive, my brother having 
become security for them at home, I solicited* 
and obtained the indulgence of my creditors for 
eighteen mon ths under four trustees^ Messrs. Fair- 
> lie, Colvin, Child, and Moscrop, whose names 
were sufficient to sanction any Concern; and 
such was the confidence reposed in my in- 
tegrity, that everything remained in my own 
- bands 
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bands as formerly. Never^ I am proud to say, 
was that confidence abused ; pardon the teem- 
ing vanity of this assertion; injusti(;e to my 
o,\yn character, 1 n\^ust say thus, much, and can 
boldly appea^I to those wlv> are hes^t acquainted 
yvjth the nrhole transaction for the truth of my 
Statement. ll,aving received several consign- 
ments from my kind frienils at homo, which 
sold to great advantage, and various other 
means suggesting themselves, wherein, 1 was 
benevolently assisted by many who saw and com- 
passionated my arduous struggles after iudepen- 
dc.nqc, I succejeded in settling cither iu money or 
good?, every claim on me, and again became 
possessed of a little property ^ when in thp begin- 
whig of 1794*, anxiety to see roy dear friends, led 
me to resolve on returning once more to Europe. 
1 must here roention what operated' as a strong 
encouragement toprosecute the plan immediately. 
In May 17W Mr, Benjamin Lacey brother of ray 
lamented friend’s husband- came to Bengal, bring- 
ing out a small investment far me. ^received him 
into my family, and-altho* only nineteen years of 
age, he evineedsueh afnlities, that I soon obtain- 
ed a situation for him, where he conducted him- 
self so much to the satisfaction of his employei's. 
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ai to 1)0 !ntW9t«d with confi(1<*ntial commissiotia 

t 

to Madras and elsewhere, which he executed with 

judgment and iRtcgrity. This young man hap- 
pening (o be in Calcutta, I embraced the oppor- 
tunity of leading to him the managcrrienl of my 
concerns. As a pi oof that ray confidence was 
not misplaced, allow me heie to notice, thataltho' 
my stock and bills neve deliyeied over to him 
without iiucntory, or engagement on his part 
when 1 left India, he in the course ofefevcn da}^ 
after, transmitted legulav accounts of tlie whole, 
and where placed, making himself answerable 
for the piocceds in the strongest manner; so that 
had we both died, my ftiends would hd\c found 
no difficulty in claiming my cltccls. U.iviitg by 
his assistance laid in a small iiivcstineiU, l em- 
bgikedontUe^5thlN(aich on Uuaid the Ameii- 
can ship Henry, Oaptain J.acob Crowniiibiueld, 
bound for Qstend ; and ou the 2£|th the pilot quit- 
ed us. 1 fouhd the Henry a suug little vessel, 
Capt. p. a well behaved man, and his officers, 
tliough not of polished^ manners, yet in their 
way disposed to offer nfe every attention that 
could render the passage agreeable. I sufferec^ 
at timei^Crom th,e heat, baton the whole enjoy- 
• ad better health than during ray former voyage . 

Having 
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drtTy Ort« paasengcr on board besides 
myself, btit little occurred to relieve t!ie mono- 
tony of a sea life: 1 frequently played chc's, and 
\vas almost constantly beaten. Cards ajid back- 
gammon had their turn , but 1 grew Jired of all ; 
till at length, on the Sd July we anchored off St, 
Helena, 

I weiH on shore in the afternoon and learnt 
with some vcj^alion that a large fleet sailed only 
the day before. I wished to have written, speci- 
ally aa we. were hot bound direct to England. 
Many changes had happened in this curious 
little Island, during my twelve years absence, 
Eew recollected me; but Captain Wall of the, 
BuccUugh formerly chief olTicei’ of the Valen- 
tine, bchave.d with the groates^t alicntion, — I shall 
ever acknowledge his kindness. Fresh provisi- 
ons were very scarce, a drought had prevaile<l 
Until this season for four year^, and it would re- 
quire three good seasons to repair the damaga 
austaiued, by their stock perishing fojr want of 
Water— A circumstance happened during ouir 

^tay, the like of which was not remembered bjp 
(he oldest inhabitant, thdugh from thahppear^ 
Moe of the placed ono would conclude sucheVentli 


wore 
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Trere common : aTac^rc fca^ment of rbcfc^ detach* 
e<J by the moisture, fell from the side of Ladder 
Hill, on a small^ out-house at the upper end of 
tJie valley ; in which two men were sleeping in 
aeparate bejls. The stone broke thro* the top 
and lodged between them, (he master of the 
bouse was suffocated, it is supposed, by the vult* 
bish, as no bruises were found on his body; 
the other man forced, his way through, and guve 
the alarm, but not time enough to saye h.is con\< 
paniou. This accident has caused many to 
tremble for their safety, since all the \yay u.p 
the valley, bouses are built under similar projec- 
tions, ai)d will some time or other probably 
experience the same fate. Among the Alps 
such things arc cointnpn. An unpleasant affair 


also occurred to roe. 1 Ivid, when last here, 
given a girl wholiad attended me from Calcutta,, 
and behaved very ill, to. Mrs. Mason, with 
whom I boarded, under a promise that hha 
should not be sold, consequently no slaye paper 
passed. Mr. Mason, however, in defiance of 
Uiis prohibition, disposed of her for £ 10. This 
act militating against the established regulations, 
advantage wa,s taken of my return to the Island, 
to call upon, me as tlie original offender, no^ 
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only for that sum^ but a demand was mad« of 
& 60 more, to pay the woman’s passage back 
to Bengal with her two chiltlrei^! !l After every 
effort, I could only obtain a mitigation of St 10, 
^eing forced to draw on my brotlier.P. at sixty 
days sigljt in favour of the Court of Directors, fop 
£ 60, a sum that 1 could ill afford to lose, but 
the strong hand of power left me no alternative. 
On the 6lh July we quilted St. Helena, and on 
the 11th anchored olf Ascension. Our Captain 
and the gentlemen went on shore to look at the 
Island. Tlie following remarks 1 extract from 
his journal. “ The soil near the sea, appears 
" dry and barren in the extreme, like cinders 
"from 'a fire; indeed the whole Island bears 
" evident marks of the former existence of vol- 
canoes, several craters st'll appearing on tho 
" hills ; perhaps it owes its origin to some great 
" convulsion of nature, as 1 am persuaded docs 
" St. Helena : altho’ the sea coast presents n 
" dreary view, yet on walking farther the pros- 

" pect becomes enchanting; a most delightful 

# 

verdure covers the smaller hills, and the val* 
" lies ; and no doubt they afford plenty of water> 
** tho’ not being very well, I was too much fia,- 

«* tiguedto examine. The and officer saw five 

" or 



[ 360 ] 

"or six goats, but could not gat near 
" to fire at them” 

Numbers of man-of-war birds and eggs were 
taken, whicti proved to be good eatiitg; they 
likewise caught the finest turtle 1 ever saw, 
Tveighing near 400 lbs, but by an act of unpur^' 
flonable negligence in people so situated, it 

it was suffered to walk overboard in the night. 
We haJ however the good luck to calcli a fine 
albercuorc which weighed near lO'J Jbs, its flcsli 
•when roasted resembled veal ; we were fortunate 
in having an cXeellent cook on board, who real- 
ly made tlie most of Our scanty provisions. On 
the 3r<l of August, three large ships hove i’n 
sight, one of which bore down towards tts and 
fired several guns to bring »js to. Tlvcy sent a 
boat on board with orders fm* our Captain to 
attend the commander; he eanve bade, to our 

great joy, in about half au boor, having been 
treated with much civility l^’ the French Captain, 
it was now we l>eavd the distressing news of 
Ostend being in the hands of the Prcnch; in- 
deed Utey hoastoiLof having gained the udvatv 

tege every where, except in the West liidifis.— 
These were three frigates mounting trom iS to 

38 
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SSk^ttos/ they had beeaSCKdaya, froovBrratand 
hail takanSS prijCes. . We had Ix^en asaared.by 
Captoiii Wall, that tlui Fceach dared not sliew . 
tbeir norea tluacbannek but 1 with sorroM 
npvi( wUnessied tbe contrary, not on my own ao 
count, beinjg safe enough, on board an Anieii«. 
can : but Captain C. informed me, there werh. 
mpre than 200 finglish prUnneta on board, thoan 
8bip?^— He npw acflupinled me. with, his detcS'ini' , 
nsgtjoii.to, proceed' to Antprica, and very pohfes?’. 
ly offered me a passage, that 1 might witness thp 
il|sp.o3(^l of my property, which^I of course declin- 
ed np^ feting thp least desire, to prolong my 
^yagOi $0 having ajrranged. n\y ajp^irs in^ thp 
l^sk manner possible under, exjstiug;, circum; 
sl^pces, 1 took a final leave, .of tlie Henry, op the 
4th. September, a,nd,lauded w,ith my baggage at 
Covves in the Isle of Wight. — From" this plac^ 
I soon reached Condon ^pjeased. as I wptd, tc) 
bebql^ scenes from, whjcb. lhad b^epso, many 
yeai’A bjtnishyd., api apticipatipg the, delict 
yidlh.w^hich my dpar father wopld.rjpceiye hi8,long 
yhswvfj Child,^ Alas ! , I waf doomjfd bfhold him 
no more. He expired oply four months beforo 
my nrriyal-^The remainder of my family I had . 
(Uc happiues|.of finding in perfect health-^ 
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The property teutto Americfi cBonetori 
fttj^rkei, bat Copfain CrowniusbieM instead of 
pnikiibg (he i^etpins iuca^h/seiit u ^lip catled (he 
JiMnerva, with his yoapger hrothiet’: 'Ridi^rd ’ 
Crowniutiliield in contnttiod hf her; which 'ship ii' 
was proposed (bat 1 shodd take out to India uu« 
drr certain conditions/$he was a hue new 
of aboi(t ^00 tons hh)r4heii ; I lutd Her doppered^ 
abd proposed her iirst making at voya’^e to Amev 
1 ‘Ica^ and on her return sdlltug for Beiigdl abp,u| 

Chfisthms : Bdt when compldteiy fitted for sea,' 
\llth a picked cargo- on. board' for Boston^ sho ' 
took (ire by the bursting of a bottle of aquafoT*^ 
tis, 'which bad beeir negligently 'Sto\Ved atnong^ 
dtiier'^oot^i and llvougli imoicdiatcly scuttled and; 
^erj precantiun taken;- sustained nraterial dati' 
i^agOi .This involved ipp In a series of tnisfor-* 
tiunes. Mr. Pi Wynne wbo bad - shipped' ta- 
the aidou'tit of j&4S8: on* the by* 


(j^ere iaecidetUi'discovyr-ed thaH ' confrayy Ip tbh' 
l^aral* opinton«' the* Oaptaiu- was*; responsible^ 
for godds committed ' to. tiik charge lint^f rd« " 
yi*uhur h|Usl' of lading $ and -accoirdihgiy 'c6itdh(!h<i 
, cod pn Xctipn against' hntVf' id which W'wal 
luc^essfuH the* whole. dhHt%nd.co3ts near !0^K^ 
on t^* Cb^tj^p,/attd front hw 





ort'fiie*: IfrisT^eciston etfiffted d cltftn^cf »n f^iart 
6P InlU' ofidtliiig', which now contain cldusestj^**' 
l^inst fire and se^ral other caaitalties, WhereiM 
Wfiire •‘'the dangler* of the acas" were alode 
excepted. Tlioa did my lose Operate to the adt 
vantage of otliera. To prevent tlw; totat wree|t 
of my little property, I was compelled to pi*o« 
ceed irtlfncdtatcly ort the original plan, aa afford- 
ing the only chance of attaining independencOi 
and ultimately securing a home in my native 
country. 

'«•* .t 

Having resolved never* dgain^to travel alone, 
1 engaged a Miss 'rripler gs a companion, for 
two years, at £ 30 per annum ; but had soon 
cause io. regret the agreement. 'A proposal be- 
Tfig'made by my -dearest friend Mrs. — n tb-t^ie 
out a young lady, who had been educated in 
England, and was going to rejoin Iter friends 
in Bengal, 1 felt po disposition to re.fu»e,i .hav- 
ing fjfetiuently seen Miss B— s, and hnowiiig her 
to be a most amiable little girl; besides ps I ^d 
A piano-'fortc, and a pair of globes wi^ me, apd 
' A good collection >of boohs, 1 wpS pleased witK 
llte idea of contributing to her improypmalat, 
Aitd -myself at the aatne Ihoe^Thh 

• being 
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obliged to touch at Ouerniupy, 1 *de(eYMirts> 
ed'to joih her there; so, on the I7lh Jelyidie 
•ailed for that place. Miss Tripler and my Ben-> 
gal servant proceeding on her, as the most 
saving plan. Here let me pause, reserving the 
account of my third V6yage for another letter. 

I remain truly ymRU 
E. P. 


LETt'EH IV. 

TO Mrs. L 

BlAc&heAth, 24th T^bruary, 1815. 

Mr Dear Madam. 

On Sunday the 2« d August 1795 at 5. AM. 
Miss — . 8 and m3 self, accompanied by 

Captain Richard Crowninshield quilted Lon- 
don for'^outhampton, from whence the packets 
sail for Guernsey, I did not leave my sistefs 
and nieces without deep regret; they were 
hhpqys very dear to me, but now, having lost 

my 
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the Ue was drawmAtll closer rabatracf^ 
ed-frotn this consideration^ I rather rejoiced «t 

4 * • 

ljuitting Eni^land, as Ihh wh<de time of my stay 
had iMen iinhiUered by a succession of losses 
and disappoiutmentSj arising partly from my 
individual misfortune respecting the ship, agd 
partly from the general state of commerce at 
this inausplGious. period. Alas! in the number 
of wretched Emigrants whom 1 saw crowding 

the port of Southampton. 1 felt that I had but 
too many fellow-sufferers, and it was easy to 
read in many a sorrowful countenance that, 
f* the times were out of joint." 

On arriving there,'' we Were advised to go on 
by laud to Lymington, and emharh from thence; 
this gave me aivOpportunily of passing a few 
hours at Newtown Park, a short mile from Zy- 
viingfon, the residence of Mrs. | .. .n*^ 

sister Mrs. P n. The house andgrounds 

are strikingly beautiful, end an Observatory 
the top of die former, commands an extenshre 
view over the Isle of Wight, and great pi^rtof 
the channel: and Mrs. P -n assured, 

me, that not long before, site saw from (benjge 
near four httudred vessel aail together- 

wind 
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trjn^ Vccornm^ fair, w© em^Kirkedl on tfceStHit 
Angnftti and next evenini; safely reaclkHl the l^tA 
nwrva at Qaernsey. We found on bnunl 
f^eatly fatigued, ,the shijpf Having arrived onlj^ 
the night befo)r(^, after a most Harrassing pas* 

sage of eighteen days. W’hat an escape we had f 
On the 8th we went on shore j passe'd through 
the market, which appears to Ite Well supplied, 
particularly with fruit, vegetables, poultry, and 
butter; we took a quantity df the l^ter> Which 
liiHied perfectly good aif the way out. 1 was 
pleased with the m irket people’, they Were sd 
remarkably clean and civil. Tite women word, 
bonnets with enormous stiffened crowns, under- 
neath which, they had. becoining laced mobs. 
Provisions are in general good and cheap ; the 
^sh excellent ; snch delieious soles I never tas- 
ted any .where. We went to. church and beard 
prayers- in bMh' French and English ; a diialetit 
jofthp former prevails: here, but it is a vile jar- 
gon, 1 coMkl scarcely understand one word in ted. 

mosthea very liieahhy place;. I saw here a 
)|k(^,Whe,at dieage of ninety-four, badfuHpos- 
rtessMn-ofher facukies, and i heard there were 
strai others on the isla tnl nearly of the shnie agi.^ 
lift.Tarppir,;j»geiideBi«fft0' wboial ^dd' tetter. 


wao 
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wii iti Ws '76thy«arr htf and his tvhole 

pftfd Miss ■ ' 8 and my sdf the {rreal^ ' 

adeniidn. f was (tfi'pHtad to^8ee ilie maghi^^ 
ficent' style In V(^i€h’ 'tlfe»r hd^iHi’ fitted up,’ 
tile dfn Witt* rdtfiw stove was of si'lv&r, the cor-* 
tains rich silk, widi gilt cornices ; }he chlmueyA- 
cost eighty 'poutids, and every other article 
corresponding; but even 'these were triHing, 
when compared with the niany capital painting^ 
and valuable' prhit^ which hUbrne'd every rooiiA 
in the house. I afterwards found that tile pre<i • 
Vailing taste with the wealthy here, is forex- 
piensjve houses; for the roads are so bad and 
sleep, that single- horse 'chaises are the only car- 
riages in hse. Qn the Uth^i^ugust. Mr. J. Tap- 
per came by appoiitlineiU to shew us the Island, 
of which we made almost the tour. The lands' 
arc highly cultivated, but .such roads I never 
aaw ; they are barely, wide enough ’to ddmit^a 
chaise; fortuiialely we met only one, which back- 
ed for us tp, pass, I aUinire Uie exact manner im 
which the hedges; are kept, they add great- 
beauty to :the;proB[rect, 1 have ^eldoni seeu. mbid 
pictai;es^ue -views| t^e land und sea vailiesary , 
particularly afarikihg. Theic .parties'i though el^ 
ffiMt# ari?. by .na. meutts. ie^i^pMidve; for ligiuui^ 
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ai0 ffee^ and the bast wiiyeado not coat iiw>r« 
tivin 16§ perdozen« except claret, \vl)ij:h is atrio% 
25 to 2$s. The hospitality with which we wera 
all treated by thjs worthy family, excited thoi 
most grateful emotions ; and I bdde t|tein adietv 
with sincere, regret. 


I am 

YQura truly 

F. P. 


LETTER V. 

Blackheath 25yh February 1815« 
Mv Dear Maoajc. 

We were a pretty large party on board j 
Mr. CampbeH, fresh from the Highlands of Scot- 
land, on whom the officers were continually play- 
ing iheir jokes ; Mr. Smith, a youth going (o 
the Madeiras, and Mr. Regail, who was one of 
the most interesting young men I ever met with : 
his manners were elegant, his mind highly po- 
lished, and his disposition placid and benevoleht; 
but he appealed bending beneath A deep dejwe- 

tiou : 
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} he never joined in conversation,, if it wera « 
gay : he ate no more (lifin hnrely auiHced iva(ure« ’ 
9.nd Urn' from politeness and native anavity, he 
never refused to, join eveifing parties njt, 
cards, yet his depresaion was visible even 
in the moments o.f amusement. I|e had been-, 
brought up in Russia, and had, for his age (which 
eould not b.e more timn d4) seen much of thet 
world, and. evidently mixed in the (irst society, 
and 1 apprehend some singular blight bod 
happened in bi^ fortunes.. 

On the 7th September nre landed at Funchall, 
the Capital of Madeira, I wa? exceedingly de-i 
lighted writh onr approach, to the Island: the 
town is bAilt on rising- ground, and. as you draw 
near to it, uppe^i's in^osing and magnidcent, 
having several churehes. and convents^ Be* 
bind tjhe to.wp the ground riaes abruptly into 
steep hills, covered with vineyards, and orna* 
mented with pleasure -houses, at once exhibiting^ 
the appearance of prosperity and, qultivatipn, 
and the jcbarius of picturesque and romantic 

scenery . — A Mr. L, -r-r to whom I had.iet<*. 

iers, weht vvith- us to a Hotel; for unfortiv 
palely his lady being in EngUad, -he coula holt 

Y Y aotertaiii 
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at bis own houjse. Living 
'^n-ntr'^ *wm Very expen^ye a.nd tbaagreea.b}^. 
bbO» we paid 5s. each for diivner, exclusive, 
infvirifle; and neither the waiter^ nor any or. 
^er servant, understood a word of English^ 
^ any othar language, n^e cpuld-speak. it was oa-« 
with the landlady we could have pny com* 
thtthi'Cation. We found- Funchall- much leet^ 
beautiful than iU first appearance promised.;, 

the streets were ill paved, narrow, dirty and 
i^litary ; fiat the great church is a handsome, 
\^uilding, and' the hospilala very expelienjt oi)e^ 
before which is a fine fountain, which, is always, 
a refreshijig sight in a country like thifi. The^ 
American QonsujI visited us th,e next mopiing;, 
and invited u? to hi.s coipilry housy, for. which, 

we sat out at five o’ clock. Miss R a 

and I were in silk i^et hammocks, slnh^ tiPiRh, 
jj^oles., and each cinried by two men, who vvent 
.at a great rate, Considering thp road lay up a, 
atee^ bill;, this is the only mode of conveyance, 
except riding on hor^ bucl^ us n^ wheel car« 
riages cpii be need in a conntry so hi%— ^They^ 
employ u kind of dpy or sledge ^rawn 
f.o.tiansjport goods. 

,We 
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We found a large party asacmVed; the lady 
Af the house, a pleasant Irish geBUevrofnafV 
}iad p]l the frankness and hospitality of her 
country, and with her husband, a mort amiable 
-and companionable man, made us qftickly for* 
get we vYcre strangers. Even the Pprtugua^e 
• ladies, seemed familiar with us, tbo*. unluckily 
‘ we could not converse with them.: We had 
a ball at night, but the weather being too 
warm for dancing, we exchanged it for whist. 
X cannot help observing here, how frequently 
people who travel, will find an advantage in 
knowing some thing of this game, as they may 
fit down with persons of diflerrnt nations and 
la^guagesand enjoy with them an amusement, 
that for the time, admits of an interchange of ideas 
and facilitates good'Will, even where conversati- 
on is denied. We sat down above thirty to an ele- 
^nt supper ; the grapes I found delicious here, 
but the season for other fruits was over. The 
vineyards are tended with unusual care ; 4he 
gn^pes of which* wine is made, are not suffer* 
fd to ripen in the sun, which they told me 
is the. reason of the. superior flavour in Madei* 
.la wine. The Consurs house was most delight* 
(iilfjr situated'; it over4obked the whole town' of 

Punbliall 
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the surrounding tountry^ and the wi^u 
spreading ocean; it had a beautiful gardeit,* 
erhich produced abundance*Of peaches^ apricots; 
quinces, apples, pears, walnuts, bananas, gua> 
vas, and 'pine-apples, and behind rose a iine( 
grove of pine trees. I quitted this paradise with' 
regret, and hiund my iide«down-hili, very fatigU* 
ingand disagreeable. 

We staid here till the Stst, and by means of 
our first friend, spent several pleasant days, and 
gay evenings, but the weather was so intolerably 
hot, and the travelling so disagreeable, that if I 
had not been detained by business, I would much 
rather have passed my time on board. One day 
we went with the American Consul to ‘visit a 
Convent of Ursulines ; we found the Chapel door 

open, but were not suilered to pass the thres- 

hold : the nuns were very chatty, and like most 
ignorant persons, exceedingly curious, asking a 
hundred ridiculous questions. How very dittereiit- 
lydo human beings pass the time allotted them in 
Ihis probationary existence ! Surely, to consume 
* it in supine indolence or vain repetitions" can 
never, render us more acceptable to Him, who in 
the fountain of light and knowledge. We ate some 

preserved 
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pirc^erved peachos with them, which the Cons5^ 
paid fof , and then took our leave ; but Were tureeU 
to submit to a salute 'from the sisters, A\b]cti we 
would gledly have dispensed With, for they all took 
enormous quantity of snutT. These are the 
only nuns i ever saw who do not conceal 
their hair. On leaving these pious ladies, wo 
vent to Golgotha, Or (he chapel of skulls, (aS it 
is called) being entiiefy lined with skulls an(l 
other human bones. What an idea I 

» 

We drank tea the same day, with Signor Es« 
Ihtrado, whose large house and extensive grounds 
once belonged to the Jesuits. This is one of th^ 
richest families in the Island; the display of plato 
surprised me ; the tea tray was (he largest I evef 
saw, and of massive silver; rVine andsiVeatmeat^ 
were served in the same costly style. After tea 
there were several minuets danced ; they with 
difficulty suffered us to depart, and were the means 
of introducing us to another pleasant evening 
party, where the lady of the house played 
markably ucUon the piano*forte, and sung in a 
style of superior excellence. , 

One day we went on horse*back, to visit tto 
church of Nossa Senhora de la Monte, (our Lady 

of 
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Hf the Mount) about three miletf from Funf-* 
chall, upon k very high ground; which miisl 
have cost a large sum in 'Building, The ds- 
bent to if, is at least by a hundred sf^ps. Tliii 
t hurch is not large, hut i icBly ornamented : ther^ 
Is a wonder-\Vorl<iu^ iniage of Ihe virgin, in & 
chrystal shrine, very small, not mhire than twrt 
feet high, it looks exactly like a doll ; but her 
tittle ladyship, however insignificant Her. ap* 
pearance, had inore votaHes than any other saint 
on the Island. Here we saw some painting^s, 
wliich bonsidered as the work of a self'* 
lahght Gen'us, (and I v\’as assured this was.a fact) 
had extraordinary merit. In this lillle excursioit, 
'1 \VDS surprised to see the diversity of climate 
exhibited in a Short distanfee; the vhUage was 
over, below; while (he grapes afdurtd Us were 
like bullets, and 1 am told they neVer completely 
ripen ; we observed thd same effect in Mf Mur* 
ray's plantation, half a mile lower. This 
gentleman, who was the English Consul, had 
laid out above £ 20,000 in improving a spot, 

which after all, will never bring any thing to 
malurit} ; yet it is a most cltarniing {ilace; 

there are three ranges of gardens, one above 
another, (he lower are Very large and wcU.laid 

out. 
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on a levels arliticially formed, in the midst of 
which stands a good.hoose, but not sufficiently ei 
leganttocom^ond with such extensive ground^* 
In these are several reservojtrs, containiag gold 
and silver ftsh, which are supplied with water 
by small caiscades, s.o as to be Isept constantly 
full: Nor are Mr. ^lurr^y's improyen^ents con- 
fine^ to hia own estate ; the road u,p to the mouat 
and the wall which seeores it, with many fo^it' 
tains, conduits, and reservoins, were made by 
him. He has also opened .many cross-paths, 
winding roij^d the hijil in the prettiest manner 
Imaginable, with stone seats, and a.lcove8, to rest 
on from time to time; and has planted the hol- 
low^ with chestnut trees, entirely at his own ex- 
pence. Poor man! be had been obliged by ill 
health to abandon his little, paradise, and was at 
this time in Lisbon. We afterwards called upon 

the British Vice-Consu^Mr. 9— k* country 

* 

seat, which, was remarkable for its extensive 

prospect: we thought him^ a.n<l Mrs. C. very 

good kind of people, but were surprized to 

find tliat altho' the latter was hJnglwh, she had 
*< » • 
resided abroad fron^ infan.cy, and knew scarcely 

a hundred wordb of her native language. 


Alt4< 
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Altho*^ we were certainly treated with mocht 

i 

]|(hidne8S and hospitality at 'this place, yetwera 
we assured, that the inhahitants had little enjoy^ 
tnent of society with each other; that bein<; alt 
engaf^ed in one Hive of merchaudiy^’, tlie pur- 
suits of intereU, were found to jar with those oC 
good-fcllowahip ; and that on the whole, Madei« 
ra was an unpleasant residence, ej^cept to tho, 
sick, and the way-faring. 

lanv 

Tfours truly 

E. F. 

LETTER VI. 

TO Mrs. L - - ! ? » — ■ , 
Blackhbath,, ^Tii February^ 181S. 

Mx Dear Madam,- 

We were njuch tossed by the equinoctial gales 
on quitting Madeira, as might l^e expected; bnt 
on Uie 23rd September we obtained a sight of 
the peak of Teneritfe: all that day. we kept 
standing in for the laud, but to little purpose. 


as 
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fli the mountains are too'hig^hto admit of &[>•• 
proach, except ' in p calm. On the 26th we 
cast anchor in the road of Qratavia : the visit- 
boat came out, and as soon aj oiir hill of health 
had been examined, the Oaptalu was permitted 
to goon shore. I sent by him a lettej^wiiich, Mr. 

P — .the American Consul at Madeira, had 

gitren me, and received in reply a most cordial 
invitation from Mr. and l^rs. Barry for Miss 
R — — — and myself, to take up onr abode 
with them during our stay ; with which we 
thankfully complied in the evening. The ap- 
pearance of this country, pleased m® much 
better thaji Madeira, as it is more cultivated and 
better inhabited: the city of Qratavia consti- 
tute? a fine feature in the beautiful scene. We 
were received most kindly hy the worthy cou- 
ple who invited us, and at who^e house we met 
with the best society in the Island. 1 greatly 
prefer the Spanish ladies to the Portuguese, 
finding them more egsy in their, manners, and 
much better educated. Many spoke French and 
Italian with facility, and several had been so 
connected with the English, as to have altoined 
enough of the language^ to be tolerably intelli- 
gible in it; their persons were pleasing, and 

% z «ome 
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saine would have been rtally handsome, tut 
foir. the priescnce of Mrs. IJarrjr, who altho’ iu 
her Ihirly-fourdi year, I Uioiig'ht the most 
beAulifii] woman ,I ever beheld. She was in 
England just before Sir Joshua Reynold's death, 
and he declared repeated]}', tliat would his 
health permit him ever to take another picture, 
it should he Mrs. Barry’s. Her height w^S 
commanding, with just enojiigh of the epihon* 
point to be agreeable. Dimples have been call- 
ed "the first of the graces," I never saw a 
countenance display more of them ; her sipUa 
was perfectly fascinating. 

. I was disappointed in my intention of ascends 
ing the Peak of Teneriffe, the season being (oo 
far advanced ; and I was assured by manyi that 
I was quite unequal at any time to have 
ed the tatiguc. After travelling 15 mil^^ over 
louse stones and rugged ascents, you 9iid your- 
sdf stri) at the foot of the Peak het'u it is necest 
sary to remain tijl two in the morning, vrlien 
tbetask'of claniberirtg begin;?, over pupiice stones 
,, and ashes, and sbolild ypu reach Uie top by 6un« 
rise, you Vft'ay Cst^^tn yourself very foridnate: 
(dftt hours are’ generally allowed for the ascent, 

' '' j 
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•nd after all, sliouW t!»e P«';i){ be cuvelopod it» 
clouds^ wUich is^ictjaenlly the case, yon have- 
yoar labmir for yoisr f>aiiis ; baton a clear dav' 
the view is truly sublime; you cun distinctly see 
the seven Canary Islands; some assert that both 
the Continent of Africa and the Island of Madeira 
have been s^en froin hence; but I (Mmnot sup- 
pose the human vision capable of extending^ so 
far, tho’ I do not doubt that both places are 
comprehended within the immense horizon such 
a prodigious height may command. Having 
heard a very good account id'Snufa Ci’uz, which 
is between "iO and ."iJO miles across the Island, 
we determined to visit it, little aware of the 
roads we must encounter. Ladies here travel 
on As.scs, on which are placed a sort of armed 
chair, with cushions and a foot-stool ; (his plan 
appeared to be easy, but we soon found tliat 
the roads at flfadcira, were bowling greens com- 
pared to these ; how tlve poor animals that bore 
lis, contrived to keep their legs, clamWing over 
the rocks that fron> lime to time had lallen in 
the path, 1 know not ; the shocks they gave me 
I shall never forget. Mr. Barry had provided a 
cold turkey, wine &c. fora repasr, and nlien rca-* 
dy for it, wc went into a peasant's cottage, and 

dined 
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dined comfortably, endeavouriitv laugh a- 
Way our fears artd fatigues ; the remains of our 
meal afforded a feast to tHe peasants, who live 
in a most wretched style, seldom tasting either 
meat, eggs, or milk : the mother of the mistress 
of the cottage was near eighty, and to see, 
with vrhat * eagerness the poor old creature 
watched every morsel we ptat into our mouths, 
was really aflTectihg.* Notwithstanding their 
coarse fare, the common people here, are 
a stout, hardy race; fair Complexioned, AVell 
featured, and reiiuirkahly lively, as we found 
by our attendants, for as each animal has a 
man to guide it, we were almost stunned by 
their incessant chatter. Soon alter dinner, we 
renewed oiir journey! my animal fell down, 
but 1 was not hurt, and for the next five miles, 
onr road was easy, and lay over a delightful plain 
which brought ns to the ancient city of J.jaguna, 
the Capital of the Island, which is tolerably large, 
well inhabited, and has two good churclves, with 
several convents ; from thence the road to Santa 
Cruz lay entirely on the descent, over large 
stones and fragments of rock. The juinhliiig 
Vvaa horrible, and pour surcroit de malheur, so 
strong a wind blew from the sea, that my 
whole strength was scarce sufficient to hold my 

umbrella; 
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Umbrella ; yet I did not dare g*''® up^ tlid 
rays of the sun were so powerful, and the re- 
flection from the stones ihtoleraWe. I was at 
one lime so exhausted, that^ I declared I must 
give up the journey, but the creature 1 rode, 
carried me on in spite of me, and stopped not 
until we arrived at the house of Mr, R — — -ly 

in Santa Cruz, who gave us all a hearty welcome. 
This gentleman lived in a must delightful situa- 
tion fronting the Mole, where notwithstanding 
our fatigue, we walked in the evening, when 
our good host got tipsy for joy, and with great 
difficulty allowed us to retire. Alas! weary as 
we were, the mustjniloes would scarcely per- 
mit us to sleep ; my companion sulTered terribly 
from them. 

Santa Cruz i^ indeed a line place, and the 
country around, well deserves the pen of Mrs. 
Ralcliflc to celebrate its cloud-capt mountains, 
vallies teeming with abundance, that in tlie 
language of Ilo'y Writ, seemed to *' Laugh and 

sing" beneath the eye of their majestic moun- 
tains ; and here to render every coup d’oeii com- 
plete, the vast Atlantic occupies the front, and ' 
ofiers its immense world of waters to our conteA* 
plalion. 


The 



X 'S82 3 ' 

most ctfrious, pcrhii jys I oQj»ht to say 
tnosl interesting circumstance tlmt. happened to 
me in this expedition^ was llio violent pnssiort 
Oirr tind ciitertamer conceived for ntc, and 

C 

which was certainly opened in a manner per* 
fectly new. " My dare soul, what shall f do to 
*'plase you? Is it fifty pipes of wine you would 
'Mike? but why will I talk of wine ? you shall 
*' have my house, my garden, all I have in the 
world t at nine o'clock to-morro^v 1 will resign 

''every thing up to you, and by J s if 

" yott’ll consent to marry me. I'll be drunk cve- 
" ry day of my life just for joy.” Irresistible 
as the la:st argument was, my heart of adamant 

withstood it. Poor R y ! never did a 

kinder heart, a more generous spirit exist, and 
but for a fault which indeed proceeded really 
from the warmth of his heart, be would have 
been a most agreeable companion ; he was bc'^ 
loved by every one. Poor man r let me here 
close his history, by recording that he was since 
Jdlled by a shot in the streets of Santa Cruz, at 
. the time of Lord Nelson's attack against it. We 
.returned soon after this dcclaratioib und found 
the road present objects of new beauty, because 
we were a little more at ease in our conveyance, 

from 
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from habit,~We found a new guest, w illj Mrs. 
Barry, a Mr. Edwards, who was just arrived 
from Turkey and attended by a, native of that 
country ; he was cornpletely n citiiien of Uie 
world, IipUI 11 commission in the ser>^ice of the 
Grand Si_giiior, had been every where, and seeij 

every thing; he was elegant, accomplished 
aiyi every way agreeable. — Our fellow voyagec 

TVlr. C 11 during all the time we were 

atTeneriffe, continued the butt of the Captain’s 
jokes, in which others were too ready to join 
him ; on our return, they persuaded him that 
his legs were swelled, which was ever the pre- 
cursor of mortal disease iu the Island, and the 
poor fellow submitted to be swathed in flannel, 

S 

and dosed with every nauseous mess they gave 
him, with the utmo^ patience, until Mr. Barry’s 
good nature released the victim, who was to be 
sure the most i^^norant creature in the ways of 
the world, I ever met with. 

I cannot omit to mention, that when we 
left Santa Criiz, one of Mr. B 'a servants 

walked oyer from Oratavia that morning, and * 
returned with iis apparently without fatigue, as 

he laughed and talked all the way home, tho* 

the 
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lliereal distance >va9 fifty ipiles, and the bad' 
ness of the roads of course rendered the exertion 
much greaterj but 1 was assured this ivas not 
retuaikable. 

On the 6lh October after breakib^t^ we took 
le^ve of our bind hosts : and here instead of put- 
ting on a semblance of concern, i was obliged to 
stifle iwy actual emotions, lest they should appear 
affected. I never recollect being equaljy moved 
at a separation, after so short an acquaintance. 
But Mrs. Barry is so truly amiable, and we 
were treated with such generous bospitalily by 
both parlies, that it seemed more like a parting 
between near relations, than casual acquain- 
tances. Since then Oceans have rolled between 
us, and time and sorrow have combined to efface 
the traces of recollection in my mind of a vari- 
ety of circumstances ; yet every thing I then 
saw and enjoyed, is still fresh in my memory. . 
Adieu, ray dear madam, fqr a while : b^^qve me . 

Yours truly 
E. F, 


LETTER YU; 



c 383 3 


LETTER VII. 

» 

TO Mrs. L . 

Blacrheath, Isx jS^ai'ch 1815. 
Mr DEAR Madam, 

On Ihc 7th October 1795, we set sail from Ora- 
favia with a fair wind, and as it continued, I was 
sorry we were obliged to stop at St. lago, where 
wc aiicliorod, on the 13th. in Port Praya Bay. 
Tins Ray makes a noble appearance ; the sur. 
rounding liills rising like an ampliitheatre from 
the sea. The next morning we went on shore 
about eiglU o'clock, but were excessively incom- 
moded by the sun, which in these climates rises 
very rapidly when once above the horizon. Signor 
Basto the Commandant of the Island, received 
us very politely, and most of the principal in- 
IiabitanU came out to pay tl*eir respects to, and 
gaze at, the strangers ; among the rest a tall 
Negro priest, whose shaven crown had a strange 
appearance. Signor B. led us to a summer house 
which he had built for the sake of coolness, and 
where there was indeed wind; but the air from 
B 3 % 
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a brick-ltiln vroiUd have been equally 
pleasant and refreshing; while the glare was 

iosapporlable, as the place was open on all 
sides; forti^nately I had hroii<^ht a pack of cqrds, 
so to vyhi$t we sat, and his Bxceiloncy the Goverur 
pr^oined us, aqd ^id us tlie honour to play seve- 
rul rubbery ; apd i^s spoke neither English 
nqr hVqch, ^uovy pqt huw weQoq}(} have a- 
ipused quph olhetr better, ns I hayq qh^eryct^ 
beTqre.. An elegpnt dinner was providetj for usj 
at'.qrhich 1 xyps obliged to preside. Intheeven- 
ing vye walked pqt tq «|ee the country, which 
is . well cttUlvqted and highly picliiresque ; but 
thp inhabitants . make a wretched appearancq> 
generally Ijyipg ip hqls, evep yyhen thejy 
are rich. The sugar-cape yaispl here is remark- 
ably strong ; they have also very good cotton, 
which they qtapufacture into a pretty kind of 
cloth : but it is very dear, and exceedingly nar- 
row, hein|| oqly phout p quarter wide. After 
tea we returped ft** Bastq 

offered to accomniodate us with a hquse to our- 
' selves ; but as it is considered dangerous to sleep 
on shore, we declined bis offer, and bade liiin q- 
dieu with many thanks for his civilities. Iti- 
Ure course of ttie day we learned, that this place 


IS 
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IS so anhealtliyj ihut out of twenty who land 
here, fifteen generally die within six months. 
What a pity ! every ’production of warm coun*. 
tries thrives here in abundance, but Man,, who 
coltivates tbemi sickens and tfies. 

&ur Captain here laid in a slock for a long 
Voyage, and we set sail with a pleasant gale ; the 
day following we cauglit a fine dolphin; I never 
saw any ttifftg so bta'i'jlifulas the colohrs it dis- 
played when dying. Cn the 29th O^clob'er we 

crossed the Lf^e, and again' poor Krfr C «Tt 

Was tlie bh'U Of the party ; he liad been taught to 
expect a giea't sli'bck bit parsing li, dnd redlli' 
stepped Wdrd to look dt it, but iKe liWsWd'ii^ 
Who was fiis coufrlrynrtfn, ddviaerf him to keep’ 
aloof; he fiowevcr deefared very 8criou.Hly that, 
« he felt a v'ery great shock, he must saiy, at the 

tifnd." ^olbing further occurred worthy of no- 

i I 

tice till bur arrival at Madms, which took place 
on the2bth. January 1796. I found this toWn 
much iinpfhvbd since niy former visit, and wds 
particularly pileafsed With the fexcliaiige. Which is 
a noble building, oifna'mentcd with whole leiVgth 
j)ictures of Lord Con>Walli», Sir KyreCoote, and 
Genoi-al. Meadows. The Theatre and Pantheon 
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where the assemblies are held^ afe three thites 
from Madras. At this jjlace we parted with 
poor Mr. C— — — II. 1 shall never forget the ago- 
ny of tears I one tjay found him in, '' What is the 
''matter” said I. "MissR— — s is going away 
" and I api ^cre,” answered he ; the words were 
very comprehensive ; many young people will 
be aware that they express love and misery in 

the extreme. Poor Mr. C 11 mast mourn in 

vain, for alas ! "his love met no return.” 

On the 6th February we again set sail, and 
were fortunately but little annoyed by the surf. 
On the 2^d we reached Fulta, where the pilot 
being over-anxious to get forward, made sail 
at night, when the soundings vuddenly shallow- 
ing he found it necessary to cast anchor, iho’ 
not quite early enough, for in swinging round 
the ship struck. At first slie lay easy, having 
made a bed in the sand, but when the tide came 
in, she heeled terribly, and it was the opinion of 
most on board, that she would/never be got off. 
The.chief officer advised us to secure whatever 
valuables we had, about our own persons, for 
fear of the ' worst ; (which precaution I had 

already taken) and used aft possible meahs for 

the 
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the preservation of the vessel himself. Happi* 
!y the risinjif tide flo^ateU her oft’. — You raiuiot 
Judf^e of the acuteness of rty feelings on this 
occasion ; to see all my hopes^and cares frustrat* 
ed ; and the quick transition from sorrow and dis- 
appointment on Seeinj^ the ship afloat ag^aini 
without having sustained the least injury, can 
only be imagined, by those who have experienc- 
ed such changes. 

On Wednesday the 3tth February we reach- 
ed Calcutta in safety, where we renuiined seve- 
ral months. Here we found a resiiug place 
after a long voyage, diversified by many plea- 
sant and perilous occurrences, and here there- 
fore 1 shall make a pause in the narrative. 

1 remain. 

My dear Madam, 

Yours truly, 

E. 


L’urra'.i vm. 
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LET-FER Vlll. 

TO- Mrs. tj — .■ ■ ■ 

EtACKiiEAtH^ 3d Marche IS 15. 

f 

!My Dear Madam, 

0» WtHJnesday <lie ^4ili February l796 (a« 

1 menti-oned in the concInsJon of ihy last letter) 
■xy feet oiit^e more pressed the ground of 
CaitcutlR Misa R- — a, M iss Tripler, and injself, 
RtentdirecfSy to a lar^e libuse which Mr. I)eii> 
jamiik Lacey had taken for us by my desire. 
We procured a'freijj^ht. for the Minerva and sent 
ker off, Wiihlii a month alter her arrival. Tlie 
abip hadi Keen d^biined so lonjr on her pas^ag^ 
from various causes, that ovr goods came to ft 
very bad market; ^e were compelled ihereford* 
to Belt part by retail, and dispose of the remain- 
by auctfon. A small copper bottome<l ship 
tailed ilie Ro$&lia, a very fi^ sutler, was pur- 
tbased, and life com'roand gpiven to Capt. Robin- 
ibfl, a*n American, who came out with us, and 
on the 26lh of August following, 1 embarked 
m her, with Mr. Benjamin Lacey, and Miss 

Tripler, 
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Tripler, for the UoUed State*, after l^idding 
a painfpl ^dieu to my friend and 

companion Miss R, — *, \yhose place Miss Trip- 
ler had neither inclina(|pii nor ftbility to supply; 
but leaving fettered tnyt»elf by an engagement 
I was forced to submit ; besides I could not well 
have proceeded alone. — We set sail with a fair 
^ind, but a very strong current running astern. 
On the night of the 29th thp water hrol^c n itli supli 
violence ugi^iisjpl flje fbat I called for dcad> 
lights, but was assured by the Oaptaiu that there 
yras not the least occasion fur them ; Ipth ito be 
thought cowardly or an ignorant sailor, 1 iii* 
■tanlly gave up llie point, but had great reason 
to lamciil iny acqj^ii^scence : in less than a quar> 
ter of an hour, %.t^*st tremendous sea broke in 

at the starboard side of the cabin, and half 
Ijlled it with water, which soaked a bale of va< 
luable mHsfms^ with me their unfortunate owner. 
On this the pilot bawled otit, that if the dead- 
lights were not put up instantly, he would cat 
cable and get unnkr weigh ; so at length they 
were fixed.— -In the morning we hadtheaddi- 
tmnal mortification to find, that the ship had 
sprung a leak, and what was worse than all, 

tl^ she appeared generally too weak to sup- 
port 
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po»t thff voyage j but »as it woultl hate been 
vrbiigto give l>ef up without a trial, we pro^ 
ceetled with the lido to Ingillee, in the faint 

hope of (lie leak, c closing.— On. tlie 30tli wo 

reached the lower bouy of the Bambulla. Our 
leak still continuing to increase, on the Ist 
September we were obliged to put back for Cal- 
cutta. in the evening of the 4lh. we anchored off 
Cooly Bazar, and the next day went on shore 
at Calentla, wh>('r(? the Rosalia was examined, 
and pronottucccl totally unfit for the voyage. 

On the 1 1 ill Septcmhrr I ivent onboard fbe 
Swallow Packet with Captain Sim.son, who was 
a Guinea |)ig (as it is called) o^oard the CWmi- 
den when I came out in .file lias licena 

very fortunate young man;, so early in life to 
obtain a oommaml. We had a very elegant re- 
past fM'l''iifin, and I luust say. Captain S. aeem- 
ed heartily glad to receive bis old sbipmate. 
Mr. L — and Mis.s T— liaving i^companied me, 
tlie fanner was taken suddenly %1 with an ague 
oud fever : this added to the fatigue, loss, and 

di'sappoiutmeot, ibad so lately endured, was 
v^ry uear too much for me. 1 brought., him - 
Itftdi, proenred the b<‘st advice for ’ him> and . 
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fn a few days he was relieved j but before hc^ 
was able to crawl out, I was in the saniq situa- 
tion with a similar intermittent, but esca^dthe 
cold fit : I was exceedingly reduced but restored 
by the. free use of bark, and other prescriptions 
from Dr. Hare, who never failed to relieve 
me* 

On the 32jul October Mr. Lacey engaged 
for our freight and passage, on board the Hero, 
Captain Jackson, bound to New York, to sail be- 
tween the first and the tenth of December. Assoun 
as my strength returned, 1 busded about my busi- 
ness, endeavoured to repair my losses, visited 
my friends, and bade them farewell, and every 
necessary prep^^ion. being completed, on the 
18th of Deceim^y we went on board at Garden 
Reach, and reached Culpee the 2Snd, after a 
tedious passage, hedging all the way. Here we 
wept on shore, and laid in provisions. On Christ- 
mas day we anchored off Kedgeree. On Nevv 
Year’s day we got under weigh ; but unfortunate- 
ly the wind faile(fus; and at six in the evening, 
the Pilot received instructions not to take nf 
out till further orders. This was a sad begin- 
ning of the New Year; the embargo lasted 18 

C 3 days. 
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days, after lyhich we proceeded^ though very 
dowly, and on the 50th arrived at Vizagapatani, 
where we ran some risk from the Hero being 
mistaken for a French Frigate. On the Captain’s 
going on shore^ 1 sent a letter from my good 
friend Mrs. Ghildj to Captain Hodson^ who return* 
ed me a presmng invitation, and the next day 
I found him on the beach with four palanquins 
for me and my friends.. We proceeded to Wal- 
tair, where Mrs, Hodson, Mrs. Child's sister, 
gave us a most cordial reception, and insisted 
on our staying till the ship was ready to sail . The 
next morning 1 breakfasted with Captain Pit- 
man, one of the most elegant young men I ever 
saw. He obligingly drove me in his Curricle 
round Waltair, and shewed moj&rdinia Ba}', and 
several other spots remarkabil||i^ their beauty. 

His own house was charmingly situated on a 
hill, half way between Vizagapatam and Waltair. 
Land here is considered of so little value, that 
every person who built, took in as much as he 
could employ. 

© 

To one whose eye has been fktigued vvilh 
viewing the flat country pf Bengal, this place 

appears 
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appeal's deliglilful, but yet diversified prospects 
do not repay the vant of fertile plains. Here 
I bought sorne beautiful sandaUivood and ivory 
boxes, for which this place is famous. Captain 
and Mrs. H. behaved to us with unbounded 
kindness. In the evening we quit^d Vizagapa- 
tam. The town makes an agreeable appear- 
ance from the sea, notunlike St. James Valley 
in St. Helena. All who can afford it, live at 
Waltair, which however does not contain above 
ten houses. 

On Friday the 34th. February I once more 
landed on Madras Beach, and the day follow- 
ing saw roany x^my friends; among others 
Captain Gooc||^>^o looked remarkably well; 
there is nothing^ore pleasant than to meet un- 
expectedly an old friend, after a long absence 
and in a foreign country. He dined with us, 
and every one was charmed with his behaviour^ 
so difierent from many who on getting into com- 
mands, fancy thgitiiasolence establishes superiority. 

On the 37th we dined at St. Thom4, with Mr.* 
Stevens, Mr. B. L ■ ■■■ *8agent; iutheeven- 
ingwesat down to vingt-un, at a rupee a fish, 

which 
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which Mr. S. assured us was very low. I lost 
only two dozen. "Wo rose from the card ta- 
ble at half past eleven, and for the honour of 
Madras hospitality, were suffered to get into our 
palanquins at that time of night, without the 
offer of a gj^ss of wine to support us during a 
four miles’ jumble, or a shawl to keep us from 
the damp air. 

On the 2d of March Captain Gooch paid us 
a farewell visit: 1 was a good deal affected at 
parting ; how many thousand miles had each to 
traverse before we met again ! At five P. M. we 
left Madras; there was scarce any surf, but the 
sea ran high. I found every thing very dear 
here, consequently made fej ^ ^rchases. 

On the 4th of March we got under weigh at 
day break, and set sail for a new country, to- 
wards which I now looked with eager expecta- 
tion. On the 15th 1 had the misfortune to fall 
into the after-hold, which opens into the great 
cabin; the steward having ^relessly left the 
, scuttle open, while he went for a candle. I 
was taken up senseless, having received a se- 
vere blow on the head and tpany bruises, but 

thank 
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UianTc heaven, no malerial iiljur 3 ^ Tliere wm 
a liif^e open ca«e of empty, bottles under the o- 
pening^, and had I HUlcn the other way, I must 
have gone directly on it; judge what Uic conse- 
quences must have been. • 

About the 20th wc began to he troubled 
with calms and southerly winds, when our 
Captain politely accused Miss T riplcr and 
me of being two Jonahs, saying be never 
knew a good voyage made, where a Woman 
or a Parson was on hoard. I had a very 
agreeable revenge, for that very afternoon a 
breeze sprung up, Avbich proved to be the 
trade wind, and for some time we enjoyed a 
fine run; hut the ship was the most uneasy I 
ever sailed in^J^^fg an3 pitching on every oc- 
casion. On the^lB^of April a violent gal% came 
on, and for several days we had very unpleasant 
weather. I was in great^ fear of the passage 
round the Cape, and we were all in trouble, as 
provisions ran very short: all ouravijie and spi- 
rits were expended, and we had neither butter, 
cheese, nor coffee remaining. On the 18th of 
May we arrived off False Bay, and on the 20th at 
noon, Mr. D. Trail the Harbour- Master came 
c>n board, and we cast anchor soon after. Mr. 

Lacey 
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Lacey wrote to Lord Macartney for leave to pro- 
ceed to Cape Town, as without his permission no 
passengers are suffered to land. We received a 
visit from Mr. Gooch First Lieutenant of the Jupi- 

r 

ter, an elder brother of Captain Gooch, of whose 
arrival at Madras we bi’oughl the first news. 
1 called by invitation on Captain Linzee to look 
at the Dart late Admiral De Lucas’ ship. Captain 
L. has been three years a Post Captain, tho' 
not yet four and twenty. When in command 
ot the Nemesis, he cut out two French vessels 
from some Mahomedan Port in the Mediterranean, 
and was afterwards taken himself. He but just sav- 
ed his distance now, fur hearing at Cape Town 
on his arrival ten days ago, that the Dort was 
vnder sailing orders, he saj^m on horsc-back, 
and arrived but twelve hou^^^re she was to 
have sailed. Mr. Gooch brought Mrs. Losack 
the wife of the Captain of the Jupiter, to visit 
me, and tiiey took us with them on board that 
ship, where we drank tea and supped. 

On Monday the 23d we ^ent on shore at 
noon, and were received by Major Grimstone the 
‘Commanding Officer, who politely apologized for 
detaining us so long. Atone, six of os- mount- 
ed 
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«d a waggon with eight liorsea, which to mf 
great suipiize were ^driven by one n\aii inband^ 
at the rate of six miles an hour, aver loose stones, 
or whatever else came in the. way; so that .we 
were almost jumbled to death. We passed three 
beaches, and to avoid (^uick-sands, they drp.ve 
through the surf ; the roaring of which, the horses 
splashing as they galloppcd along, added to the 
crack of tlie driver’s long wliip, formed altoge- 
ther a cliarining concert. As the driver cannot 
wield these enormous instruments with one hand, 
another man sits by to hold tlie reins, while by 
lengthening or shortening his arm he dexterously 
contrives to make every horse in turn feel the 
weight of the lash. At length we reached Cape 
Town in 8afetyJ9Dwerc terribly tired and bruis- 
ed. Between tlil|Braclies. the road (such as it is) 
passes alon^ stupendous mountains, from whose 
craggy tops, masi^cs of stone are continually 
falling, some of them large enough to crush a 
church ; many haye rolled into the sea, where 
they form a barrier against the surf, and mpy de- 
fy its force for ages. 

We heard that the former Governor, General 
Craig, sailed from hence on Tuesday preceding; 

he 
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^Mvat once forced to put back, but the second 
t^ttempt SQCceeded. 

There irere no teas than six vessels here. Tha 
flag was struck on the 15lh, and would not b^ 
hoisted again until the 15lli August, during 
virhich interval the DQ,t«lt sufl^red no ships to 
remain in Table Bay. Our p eopte a|re not so 
cautious; perhaps, experience may render thorn 
80 ^ I; like the appearance t9e place ; 
for altho’ the houses arc generally low, they oc- 
cupy much ground ; being built of sloixe, or 
covered^ with plaster, and coijitaining five or 
six rooms on a' floor, they lookm|fl^{|pd though 
with only one upper story, y^fljjy ^ilings being 
Ipfty, (hey do not seem d^|^g in height. The 
' church is handsome ; the . smice, is performed 
in Putch and English ; there ^re Im> pews but 
benches and c^bairs, which I greaitly perfer, as 
it gives the idea of social worship more, and 
is consistent with thatequalil}', which in the more 
immediate presence of God,r becomes his crea- 
tures, as being ecjually deyonrbint on Him. It. is 
true this was partly los^llwre'ijocause the Go- 
vernor and.his family use benches, covered with 
cr'unsoR velvet. We sat oflf after service for Si- 
mon's 
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men’s Town and reached the ship at 4 P. M. 
On Monday Mr. Gooch took us in the morning 
to see the Treniendatu, Admiral Pringle’s ship. 
Here we saw furnaces for heating balls. 

On Wednesday the Slst we dined on board the 
Dort, where we met Captain and Mrs Losack, 
Lord Augustus Pitzroy, Captain Holies of the 
Chichester, and Captain Osborne of the Trusty', we 

went and returned in Captain L 's barge. 

Next day we dined on board L'Imperieuse with 
Lord Augustus Pitzroy. In addition to our yester' 
day’s party were Captain Stevens of the Rattle^ 
Snafee, C an tMijn^ranger of the Good Hope.Captain 
Alexander Mr. PownallNavalOf- 

ficer and his ^lUf^nd Mr. Trail. His Lordship 
gave us a ^os^Htenihcent dinner, and to my 
great joy^ was to^uch the man fff fashion, to 
urge the gentlemen to hard drinking, as had been 
the case on board the Dort. He has an excellent 
band. When we retired Mrs. Losack and Mrs 
Pownall enteredrinto conversation, about the 
Cape, which they both agreed was the vilest place 
imaginable; MrsJ^^’s a fine dashing lady. Since* 

her marriage, the Jupiter has been on a cruize. 1 
asked her if they were ever fired upon. Oh 
D 9 **yea 
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yen, iTrom abiUery and rcturnedlthefire. ^'Did 
'* you gd below?*' Not Undced.” " Then I 
y suppose you must have been greatly alarmed 
*' for fear of being shot ?’* “ Why to tell you the 
truth I was so much engaged in observing 
how Ihe)^ loaded the guns and manoeuvred the 
ship, that I never once thought of danger.*' 
There is a courageous lady for you ! 

We played at whist in the evening and retir- 
ed at eleven. Captain Alexander took us on 
board in his Barge. On the 4th of June the Ad- 
miral, at one, fired two guns, then all the Men 

of War in the Harbour foUo'wed wilhtwenly one 
each : the clfect produced b|||||||^ .^^yerberation 
from so many stupendous j||^^ ^as most no- 
ble ! Mr. (^och and the Do|||)ir came on board to 
take leave, and on going away,, the boats crew 
gave us three cheers, which our people returned. 
On the whole, our time passed here pleasantly ; 
.. the politeness of my Countrymen, contrasted with 
the manners of our American officers served 
to soothe the irritation of .our . minds, and teach 
ns to endure that for a ^^dn, with patience, 
which we had often found to be a trial of our 
. spirits and temper, in the hopes of meeting by 
nndby with Gentlemen. 

On 
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On ihe 5th of June thewindwasasfbulasit 
could blow, and split our only main sail. It is a 
^leat misfortune to sail in a vessel ill provided with 
stores and necessaries : we hrfd an opportunity 
of observing this day, what a good ship can 
perform ; L’Impeneuse Frigate IxTing order- 
ed on a cruize, got under weigh at noon, 
passed us at b P. M. and was safely out be. 
fore night. Lord Augustus was polite enough 
to hoist his colours while going by, and struck 
them immediately afterwards. Our Captain was 
too(muchof a Yankee however to return the com- 
pliment. 1 forgot to mention, that yesterday 
four large ships came in ; they proved to bO the 
Jiosc, the and the Thurlow East 

India-men, un^P|convay of li. M. 74 Gun ship 
the Haisonable^ 

On the 8th of June we were still in sight of 
Simon’s Town, though we were out two days. 
On the 11th of July we crossed the equinoctial 
Line, and 1 felt satisfied in thinking, that I was 
once more in my^^^n hemisphere. Tlwrq are 
cases in which it is wisdom to please oursel^sj^ 
with trifles; at this time my spirits were very 
low, and sunk with^what I might now te|W • 
presentiment, w I approached another /cople 
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and another world, which was eventoaTIy the 
grave of that property, for 'which I hajd toiled 
so long. On (heSSth of August ‘ r pSot came oa 
board from Philadelphia, and from hini'.we had 
the mournful account, that a sickness raged in 
the city, alm.-'st as fatal as that which ravaged it 

a few years before, and that a general distress 
prevailed in America; frequent Bankruptcies* 
Trade at a stand, and an open war with France 
daily expected* as they took every ibing from 
America wliicli fell in their wgy — As we did 
not like to proceed to Philadelphia after heari ug 
this account,, we tacked and stood to the north* 
ward, but we had a succession of vexatious 
hinderances, having narrowl^«scaped ship* 
wreck in Egg Harbour, and (rnwrot reach New 
York till the 3rd of Septemb^^ ivhen wa land* 
ed at 6 in the evening, and went immediately to 
a. house recommended by my friend Capta^in 
Crowninjshield, most happy to p^rt with the 
strange beings with whom vve had beei^ so. 
long ^nd painfully immured. * 

Now having arrived in thqiknd of Columbia* 
will hid you adieu for a whHe. 

^ am. My dear madam* 
Your’s truly, 

E. P. 








